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The Horrors of F^entolien&i 



rvISE, Michael, I conjure thee j xe*^ 
assume the man, and follow me; foi^ 
though worlds were oppoaed to worlds, 
and yonder fieiy gulph were to 3|»wrap 
me in its burning folds, I would go öti* 
Conscious of the justness of my cause 
and the rectitude of my heart, I m\i '^■ 
pursue the wretch to the confines.o^ 
Hdlitself:" \-.^ 
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**Ah! Sir," Said Michael, 
arrived there already, Tm sure ; there- 
fore do not, for the holy virgin's sake, 
ittempt to go any further. Oh ! holy 
öjuuts, and heavenly martyrs, protect 
and save us ; see how the flames are 
pouring out ; aye, there they conie, 
thicker and faster ; why should your 
honor wish to go on, when, I am sure, . 
n-^ if he took the road your honor says, he 
must £0 into Hell itself : for, is not 
th|tt the nciaai^ x>f it ? I have been 
toki so a thöusand times," 

, -\ . ■ 
, ''Peace, fool!" exclainied the im- 

•^atient Edward% *^rise without more 

delay, and foUow nie; I teil thee 

ägain^rit is nothing niore than a weak 

cruption of Mount Vesuvius. By these 

cursed ^onndless fears, I shall lose 

the only opportunity I may ever haye, 

ofavenging the cause ofinjured ilfno- 

cence, and saving a suffering sister, 

and ,^^ 
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and her helpless childreii, from miaciy^ 
worse than death," • - 

So saying, he raised Michael;^, and. 
dragged the fainting fellow after him 
up the mountain. They had scarcely 
ascended a hundred paces, when the 
object they were in pursuit of repassed 
them, foUowed by three others, and 
descended with rapidity towards the 
piain. The suddenness of hiß retuin/ 
and the swiftness of his flight, not; 
only surprised the wondering Edward^ 
and his companion, but pnUifeout of 
his power to foUow Ü^äBk^mh equal. 
speed. : •^ • : '• 



'^By the holy virgin," said 
^ ^! he is come out of Hell again, and,^söf 
1^ Ihopetobesaved, there^ave three imps. 
of the devil, flogging hioi- along. — 
■ Bravo! let us run, your honor, and 
[v avertakcjitfee^pjthat we TCia>f ^^V<5^ 
^- .■.'.•'.. .'/.: B3 * ■ ^^^'^'^ 
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those black gentlemen exercise his^ 
worship. Fm not afiaid to go down, 
though I was most confoundedly, to 
go up." 

Saybg.ihis, Michael, in his turn, 
pulled his master after him. It was bat 
at intervals they could distinguish 
any thing. For some minntes, they 
would be involved in total darkness, 
owing to the frequent showers of ashes, 
thrown out of the mountain ; then, 
columns of light would appear, and 
the dismal roar of the voJcano, re- 
sembling nbthing but theVabled howl- 
] igsof the damnid, would assault their 
ears, axid appal even the heart of Ed- 
iwtttf^f^ut, as revenge urged him, he 
tbrew off every enervating thought, 
and rushed on with all the speed he 
could make. 

They had descended 'about tweniy 
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xninutes, in as near a direction as they 
coiild suppose the others liad taken, 
when they were alaimed by the sound 
of several voices near them, uttering, in 
Italian, the most horrid impiecations. 
Edward paused; Michael, though 
brave, clung dose to hxs nutsteh 

"You are but poorly armed, your 
honor, as well asme," said he, Ed- 
ward regsrded not the Observation of 
his servant, but exclaimed : ^* Curse on 
this untimely intenuption ; the villain 
will escape me; I m^y traversc the 
whole continent, from Italy to Cochin- 
china, and not meet with htm agäi.n^" 
Hardly had he pronounced this, yhhi 
seven men, whose countenances- h«- 
spoke them the perpetrators of eveiy 
horrid deed, surrounded them ; and 
what added to their astonishmentwas, 
to perceive, among the group^ the yei^y 
man they had pursued, . ,)3fi&i^^v'^. 
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horribly besmeared with Wood, and 
lacerated in several places, was in an 
instant recognised by Edward, who ad- 
vanced towardai him, saying: *'Aveng- 
ing heaven lias, at length,/ begun the 
M'ork of justice. Gentlemen," conti- 
nued he, addressing the other six,. one 
of whom held a torch to his face, 
-*'^j)eraiit me to render you my- sincere 
-ted ardent thanks, for thus un^xpect- 
edly placing in tny power a man, 
who has tranipled on all laws, divine 
and human, and has even bid defiance 
-to heaven itself ; and one, whom I have, 
with the most unremitting diligence, 
pursued ; but he ever found means to 
escape from me, and, not tili within 
ttiese two hours, have I been able to 
keep him in sight for one moment. 

••And who are you ? and what are 
you ? " said one of the men. 



'S: 
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"I am Edward Fitzallan, of the 
kingdom of Iieland," Teplied he, ** and 
that monster is my brother-in-law.— • 
Condemned by thelawsof his country 
to sufFer deatli, he fled, and, tili this 
night, has eluded every search. By 
mere accident, I, this evening, discover- 
ed a servant of his, and from hiin ex- 
torted a confession öf where his iSKr 
ter then was. I followed the direft^ 
tion ; it was at a vine dresser's, oii the 
mountain ; but, before I reached the 
spot, I saw the villain pasa me ; I has-^ 
tened after him, but he was too rapid 
in his motions, for I was obKged to 
halt, owing to my servant 's terrors at 
the eruption. 

**You havÄ a milksop with ypu, 
then/' Said a short fellow; f'we will 
soon^ teach hinx otherwise, I Warrant 
you." / 

" ■ ■ . ' ■ . ^ » ,\ . -^ 

^ i 
,1 /;;>* lY 
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• Saying tliis, without niaking any re- 
mark on what Edward had said, they 
closed round him and his servant in a 
moment, ^vrested the pistols from tlierii, 
and botind their hands witli tliongs, 
bidding them besilent, as the least 
Hoise should be instantly foUowed by 
death. Edward was resigned, while Mi- 
ehael, in visible trqiidation, ventured 
tö beg his master not to go with tliem. 

'^' Yöür master," said they, ** has no 
choice; therefore, cömealong," 

They turned and descended, two of 
them guarding Edward, ^hile the othcr 
four surrounded the bleeding öian and 
Michael. The beÜowing of the moun- 
taih encreased; showers of ashesfell in 
all directions ; the air seemed »otlx;^ 
but buming sulphur; respiratiö^^be- 
came difficult, and Edward was äbout 
to desire them to ^bp, and indulge hini 

^^ 
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with a drop of water, when a largc 
Company of men, amounting to near 
forty, hailed them in a language he 
was unacquainted with ; which was 
answered ia the same. Their conver* 
sation lasted for about ten minutes, 
when a more violent eruption than any 
that had preceded took place, and ift 
a moment, torrents of liquid fire wfi?fc 
seen to issue from the volcano, and 
take a course near to the spot where 
they then stood. By the lights carried 
in the hands of those who had quitted 
their houses, and were flying for shelter' 
to Napleg, they discovered, at a srnaU 
distance from them, a young lady ap; 
parently lifeless. She lay on her face, 
with one hand clasped to her mouth* 
Edward sprang forward, and earnestly 
entreated some one would raise her, as 
she possibly mighthot be dead: oä* 
of the men, whose air bespoke hini dif- 
rtiit froBi the rest, raisedVvex >x^> %xv^ , . 
B 5 b^«>iwöti^ "^ 
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the young man before mentioned 
causecf several frieze wrappers to be 
iStretched along on some large boxes, 
on wbicli th^ laid the Lady, who ap* 
peared to be about twenty ; they tben 
pushed from sbore and stood tbr the \ 
bay.. Scarce a word was spoken by the - 
Vhole Company; at last, the young 
man turning to Edward, asked him, 
Whether he thought the lady was reaU 
ly dead, as the appearance of her coun- 
tenance seemed to indicate. 

*5b?^I would try if there is any pulse," 
Said Edward ; >* if you will permit my 
handa to be at liberty." 

j The young man immediately untied 
the. thgngi^ which, by being drawn 
tight, had cut his wrists. 

* ^ You bleed ! what mean$ this ?" said 

he, iooking sternly on the men who 

. ^ had 
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had seized Edward ; *' this is some 
of your work, Francesco, I suppoBe ; 
take some brandy out, and wash the 
wounds." 

The manner in which he spoke, and 
the alacrity with which he was obcyed, 
convinced Fitzallan that he was the 
superiw. His wrists were immediately 
chafed ; he then requested thehberation 
of poor Michael, who had sunk to the 
bottom of the vessel ; it was done, and 
a glass of brandy given him to drink. 
Tliis roused him and he ventured to 
look^around. Seeing his master safe, 
he begged to assist him in holding up 
the Lady, whilst Fitzallan endeavoured 
by chaffiig her teroples, and pouring* 
some liquor into her mouth, to restore 
her; but her teeth-.b^iQg clenchfld^ 
prevented any descending to he» »tön 
mach. . ?, \ 



5," 
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**Life is not wholly fled,'' said he; 
*'there is a pulsation still remains at the 
lieart: her insensibility is occasioned by 
the mofete ; shehasinhaied the mephitic 
vapour, and, unless somethmg can be 
done to counteract its effects, she will 
awake no niore. Suppose we were to 
immerge her in the sea ;. we can fasten 
her in one of these wrapping coats, and 
gently lift her over the side of the 

-. vessel; if any thing will restore her/ 

j. thatwill." 

TThe young man agreed ; they fasten- 
ed the coat, and, with the assistance of 
Michael and one of the men, hoisted 
her over. Four times had they plunged 
ber, when they perceived a sli^t coa- 
vulsion round the mouth. 

'' It will do, I think,** said Edward, 
"and, had I anyJnistrument to open a 
vcin, she would soon recover." 

<r . v:-. % ':y »*Ihavc 
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*^ I have that," said the young man, 
and immediately drew out of bis pocket 
a case of Instruments. Fitzallan open- 
ed a vein, but no blood came ; tlie arm 
was violently nibbed for some time ; at 
length, the convulsionsbecame streng:, 
and life seemed to return rapid ly. In 
a few seconds, the blood began to drop, 
and soon after, slie opened her eyes, 
fetehed a deep sigh, and endeavoured 
to speak, but could not, — she feil back 
into the arms of Michael, who siip- 
ported her. 

During the whole of this tmnsaction, 
the brother of Fitzallan regarded, with a 
scowling grin, the difFerent eftbrts made 
to resrore her, and when Fitzallan said 
'she would recover,' he darted *t him 
a look of fury mingled with contempt. 
Edward coüld not güess the meaning 
of this, unfcss it was, that his savage 
nature coüld not bear to i»^ «v«*3f&«^ 



:\^. 
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eniployed in an act of humanity. He 
cast upon him a look of reproach and 
triumph, which said, soon I hope to see 
thy malignantspirit humbled inthedust, 
*nd the sufterings of niy sister be 
avenged. The boat now stood round 
the bay, towards the Gulph of Gaeta: 
Michael, Edward, and the superior, with 
one of the mcn, were busied in attend- 
ing on the Lady ; whilst the rest were 
^e^arding with stoic apathy the dread- 

^ ful scene behind them; but, at times, 
in spite of their assumed indifference^ 
a peaceful observer might have read in 
their countenances the sudden sting of 
a guilty conscience, harrowing their 
souls. Soon after, they reached the 

.^,^. gulph, and landed in a creek of the 
Island of Ventoliene. The lady had 
iii^yet spoken, and death and natura 
wemed contending for victory. She 
"was borne on shore by four men, stretch* 
led at length in o6e of ^e frieze coats ; 
i-^ the 
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the captain, for such the young man 
was, ortlered them to carry her to his 
abode ; he ihen gave some dircctions 
respecting the little vessel, and turning 
to Edward, bade him foUow hira, and 
fear nothing. I le obeyed, and Michael, 
encouraged by his behaviour, assumed 
more confidence. Several of the men, 
whom the lightning made more visible 
tlian before, now appeared a sei of ruth- 
less villains, accustomed to every species 
of murder, rapine, and plundcr. Ed- 
ward's heait, as well as Michael's, sunk 
within him, on taking a nearer view of 
his associates ; but he turned with con- 
fidence to the captain, whose look and 
manners, neither spoke him an Italian, 
nor one familiär in tl)e ways of blood. 
*Four torches were carried before him, 
and they appeared to enter a kind öf 
wood. The ^path was narrow, and 
hardly admitted two to go abrcast, — 
so that it was \v^th dipr\cu\lgf X\\^\^^] 
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was carried along. They passed near 
a mile in this manner, when they all 
stopped, and, upon the same signal 
being given, as was done before, two 
men appeared, who advanced with 
great Submission to the captain. — 
They talked together for about a mi- 
nute in the same stränge language, and 
tjien, lifting up with a lever a part of 
thiß Stern of an old galley, a door 
strongly grated with iron appeared, 
but apparently covered with leaves, 
Edward and Michael involuntarily 
shrunk back ; the captain observed it, 
and slapping them on the Shoulder, said 
They were gone too far to recede now, 
as they must perforce descend with 
thcm, for they should want his assist- 
ance in restqring the lady. Edward,* 
whose fagult^ had been for a.few mo- 
xnents dörmant, now recpUected the 
unfortunate female, and* itistantly de- 
scended a flight öf steps, down which 

shc 



.^ f.Ju 
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she had been carried. Michael seeing 
there was no alternative, and fancying 
the scene vrithin could not exceed tlie 
scene without, foUowed his master. 

**You will soon see," said the cap- 
tain, **that you are in the Company of a 
man of honor; «ind, if you have been 
injured by that scoundrel/' pointingto 
Fitzallan's brother, **you shall have 
ample justice." 

He bid defiänce to the captain 
with his looks, and growled a horrid 
curse on Edward^— the rest of the men 
were silent. 

The passage they entered, when at 
the bottom, was wide, and lighted up 
with several tprches. :As ^ey ad- 
vanced, Edward thought he heärd the 
fiound of music, but it died away and 
notfiiüg was heärd but tW\i iooXsXa^fi. 
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along the vaulted roof. It was near 
half a mile, as well as he could guess, 
before they arrived at anotlier flight of 
Steps, öiniilar to those they had de- 
scended ; these they now ascended,, 
and entered a kind of courtyaid paved 
in mosaic. Some broken pieces öf 
marble column», and parts of mutilated 
statüjes, lay scattered in all directiong, 
r while before them appeared the remains 
of a noble edifice, which seemed tö have 
been destroyed more by the violence of 
man, .or a convulsion of nature, than 
the band of time. They turned to the 
left of this court, and entered; what had 
once been a most magnificent saloon, 
but now was a heap of ruins. Here, on 
a large slab of beautiful porphyry, they 
rested the Lady, as the men who car- 
• ried hec wei^ sinkiug with fatigue.-^ 
•She was uncovered; they found her 
alive, but quite insensible. The cap- 
tain Said, He thought she had Itetter . 
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be placed bn a bed ; Edward coincided, 
and some otliers of the men were bid 
to carry her to Novi's room. Edward, 
Michael, the captain, and two iiiore, 
foUowed ; he having first givcn direc- 
tions to his men respecting Fitzallan s 
brother. Thcy passed through the re- 
mains of several elegant apartnients, 
and at length reached the extremity of 
a gallery, when a door opened, and 
they entered a habitable room. In it 
was an old green velvet bed, which had- 
beeji omamented with gold, but very 
little of it remained. The Lady« was 
laid on it — ^Edward said. He wiäitd 
some female was there to undress her^ 
as the wet clothes she ha^ on might 
x^tard her recovery. < ^ . 

' 'ij 1 ^ 

^ ' I bave ordered one to ^itenä^^t^SÄ- 

the captain, ^ . • '''':_/^% 



■ 'S^ . 
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As he uttered this, a middle aged 
woman, of no prepossessiug appeajrauce, 
entered. 

" You must undress this Lady, Vash- 
tij" said he; -^'wrap her in something 
wann, and when she is ready to be 
lifted into bed, let me know." 

He left the room and paced the 
gallery. He made no remarks, but 
seemed whoHy lost in thought, and Ed- 
ward imagined -he cotiki at times ob-! 
serine yhirri sigh deeply. They conti- 
thus for some time, when the. 
lan came out, and said, She was 
Idy. Th^ :theh entereid and lifted 
; thej Lady into bed. . ^^^^^P^^^^ asked 
Vashti What was most proper to give 
Atsär, ääiifhe had ;beea Souad by his peo- 
?4K^?||fe nearly dead, and, to recover her, 
^ lÄey had dipt her in the «ea. Vashti 
ranswered She thought rest the most 
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neccssary ; but, if she came to herseif, 
she would call hiiii, aiul some coidial 
should be admiiiistercd to her. Tliis 
satisfied the captain aud he lel't her. — 
On his quitting ihe'room, he did not 
return by the way he canie, but opened 
a door on one side of . the gallery, de- 
scended about twenty steps, then passed 
along a-dark passage, and crossed a 
large room, from whence they heard 
the sound of niany voices. 

** Be not alarmed," said he, ** I shall 
soon f estore order when I get among 
them. Yoi| appear a gentleman, and 
whatever you inay think of me, I will 
treat yöu as: such ; I have only to ob- 
serye that I ex^pect.yoii to make no re- 
inark qn ^ny tjiipg you see; how k>ng 
you;will icontmuerbfere I cannot tellj jj 
but that M^iilidep nd on wbat Jrou havd,^**^ . 
to relatej about that miscreant, whom -j 
you call brptber-m-law. \Sä \& ^ n^- 
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lain, and shall meet Ins deserts before 
you leave this place ; for, he has of- 
fended agaiiist the laws of this Commu- 
nity and will suiFer for his temerity. 
Nothing will be done this day, or to- 
morrow ; my people stand in need of 
rest,' and, before the other parfy re- 
turns, tthey miist obtain it : be silent 
and circumspect, and you ueed not 
fear any thing. '* 

Edward bowed, and thanking him, 
Said, He should venture to make two 
requests, which were, that his servant 
might not be takeii from him, and 
that he^might be permitted to attend 
the Lady, whenever he might in any 
wary be usefuittQ{äler. These were con- 
sexxtid to. They theo entered ^ lärge 
joom, which was surrounded-ori 
' Ül.fiides with military Stores. A com- 
^. pany of about fifty mcn were seated at 
a k)ng' tabk; .on which were placed 
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large quantities of wincs, biandy, and 
fruit — each man was armcd. When 
theCaptain approached to take his seat, 
they all rose up, and drank to him. 
Edwkrd was ordered to sit near him, 
äs well as Michael ; they wcre then de- 
sired to take ofF a bumper of brandy, txf 
their better acqiiaintance, and the Ca|>- 
tain did the saine. Edward looked 
round, to see whether he could pcrcciv« 
among tliegroup the man who causod'- 
his being brought there, but he was 
not present. To describe their difFercnt 
personages, would be impossible; they 
seemed to be composed of all natHlHis^ 
and languages. The Captain appeartSL 
about twenty-five, pf a sanguine com- ^|j^ 
plexion, florid, .^ open .countenance, ^ 
quick, Piercing eye, and the whole 90^11 
tour of his person at once striking Stn- 
majestic. Ilis look, though milaj 
awed the most ferocioirs into sila\ccjl 
and the loud clamor which^ fiUed t\\ci. 
Vol. L C '^ .-, ^^^cx^x 
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room, when they entered, at once sub* 
sided. The Captain bade one of them 
Order the victuals to be sen^ed; die 
man left the room, and soon after re- 
*^ turned, saying They should shortly 
have it. In about ten minutes, meats 
of difFerent sorts were set lipon the 
table, to which they all helped them- 
selves as their fancy chose. As sooq:- 
as the eatables were removed, the Cap- 
' tain asked Fitzallan, If he would go to 
rest, to which he consented, but first 
wished to know, How the Lady was ; 
a man was sent, who returned saying, 
She was still asleep. He then, with 
Michael, left them ; and he was shown 
V to a room, in which, though literally 
in ruins, he ibund a bed that would 
not have disgraced the repose of royalty 
itself. jr 

Edward and his servänt immediately 
laid themselves down in their clothes, 

ivoi 

^ - -. . 
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not being altogetlier divestcd offear; 
liowever, they soon feil aslccp, and 
continued so for some timc, wlien Ed- 
ward \vas waked by Vashti, wlio de- 
sired him to come to the Lady, as shc 
liad waked in violent convulsions. 
He ran to the Chamber, and found her 
iiearly exhausted by the struggles shc 
had made. He was at a loss what to 
do, for she became more and more fiiint, 
and he concluded her dying ; he asked 
for the Captain ; Vashti said, He wa^ 
gonc td; bed, and they did not darc to 
disturb him. The Lady sinkingMaiii 
into a kind of Stupor, Edward tfi^ghE 
it best not tosend to him, butätay be- 
side her, with Vashti. He sat down; •-• 
she spoke not ; he wishcd to ask some 
questions respecting Where they werc, 
and to whom the place belonged ; bu(, 
as she Avas not disposed to talk, he cdVi-^ 
tented himself with contemplating in 
sileuce the niagnificent TlUvw^s», "^Vvi.- 
C2. ^ ^\:^^-^ 
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ther he was above ground or below, he 
could not guess, as there did not ap- 
pear to be any window, and he was 
certaininhis own jnind, though he did 
not know exactly how many hours he 
had been there, that it must be day ; 
but he forbore to ask. He ran over in 
his mind a thousand conjectures, of 
what these people might be. That 
there, was another Company of them, 
the Captain had said; but, whether 
equal ia. nuurfw to tbose he was with, 
he was likely to remain ignorant ; and 
how so many men could exist in such 
a State, was to him incomprehensible : 
, however, he, at last, comforted himself ;^ 

?^ with the hope that the Captain would, *r 
when he had obtained some refresh- 
ment, inform him yherfe he was. He 
ventured to say to Vashti at last, That 

T he should be happy, if some medical 

aid could be procured for the Lady, as 

*> she ^peared too ill for him to render 
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her that assistance she stood iu need 
of. 

• 
'*As the Captain," Said she, *'has 
thought proper to have her brought 
here, iio doubt, but when he gets up, 
he ^vill procure what is necessary for 
her; tili then, we have nothing to do, 
but watch her." 

Fitzallan nodded assent, and, as she 
was disposed to be tacitum, he conti- 
nued so likewise- For near an hour and 
half, the Lady remained motionl^ss; 
she appeared alive, and that was all. 
Edward had risen from his seat, and 
approached the bed-side, watching 
with anxiotrst solicitude for any change 
thatitiight take place, when he pcrceiv- 
ed her lips moving gently. lle whis- 
pered Vashti, If she had a cordial of 
any Itind ? Yes, she had several. She 
thc^ put into his band aglftss of ^hat 

/ C 3 \: ' she 
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shc Said, would instantly be of servier, 
if ^»]le coiild bc brought to swallow it 
He took it, aud, gently raisiiig her iu 
his arms, put it to her ups ; she opened 
her eyes, (haiik it, and again feil lifeless 
on his bosom. Vashti asked, If she 
had drank or not ; he assured her, She 
had. ^'Tis well" said she; ^'itwill 
imraediatcly have its effcct, and, in a 
few hovirs, she will be well enough to 
»peak, I dare say. You need not now 
stay any longer; can you find your 
way to your room ? Take that light, 
if you think you cannot, " poijitiüg to 
one on the table. He took it iip, and 
desiring, if she wanted him, that she 
wöuld instantly awake him, should he 
be asleep, he return cd to his rooni, 
which was at a gmall distance. 

Michael rcmained fast asleep. Ed- 
ward surveyed, for somc niinutes, the 
iii;iny curious things that lay in wild 

coufusioa 
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confusion over tlie rooni ; they were 
very heautifuL **Tis pity," said he, 
*'they are not taken morecare of; but 
I will endeavour to get some more 
rest." So saying, he laid himself down- 
agam, by the side of his servant ; he 
courted rest, but found it not. AU 
appeaied in dead silence arround hini, 
only at times he thought he could dis- 
cern tlie dreadful thunder that rent the 
air, and, at intervals, the horrid howl- 
ing of the mountain. Again he ima- 
gined he feit the shower of ashes de- 
scending in burning torrents : again 
he seei d to feel the sulphurons atmos- 
phere, ai.d every Jbreath he drew, he 
thought he inhaled the mephitic va- 
por. He arose, traversed the room 
with hasty strides, unwilling to awake 
Michael, who enjoyed an undisturbcd 
repose. He had continued for a con- . 
sidcrable time in this State of anxiety, 
when his door opened, aawllwo ^x^s^.-^ 
C 4 \ö^\\^SSi 
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lookrng figures entered, with pistols in 
their btlts, and short swords. He in- 
voluntarily started, but recovering him- 
self, asked them sternly what they 
Vanted. 

^ ' TVe want nothing of ye, " said one ; 
'* 'tis the Captain says you must come 
to him directly, and we are to show 
you the way." 

Edward immediately roused Michael 
to go with him. 

/*\Ve had no Orders for his attend- 
ance," said the man* ; **'tis only you 
he wants." 

""You will excuseme," said Edward, 
*-iut I cannot go without him.'* 

Michael shuddered, when he opened 
liis : yes, auwl saw the two men, who, he 

coa* 
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concluded, were come to dispatch 
him and his master. He, thereforei 
crossed himself most devoutly, and 
began to supplicate them to kt him 
have a few minutes to pray ; but his 
entreaties were disregarded, as they 
understbod him not. Michael, in his 
confusion, implored them in English^or 
rather Irish; for, it was always his 
misfortune, whether in a fright or pas* 
sion, to jumble the two languages in 
such a manner, that it was absolutely 
impossible for a stander-l7y to make 
out either. The men regarded him 
with contempt, and Edward, fincling 
they did not understand English, heg- 
ged him in it, to be pacified and come 
along with him, as the Captain had 
sent for him. The mcn bid Fitxallai| 
make haste ; for, they wtre not used 
to let the Captain wait. 

C5 ^'.Q.^ 
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*^Go on then," said he, ''I will 
follow you." 

Michael, with trembling steps, trod^ 
after his master ; they passed. by th§ 
door of the l^ady, but all was sileiit ; 
he, therefore, concluded her asleep* 
They crossed the galkry, and de* 

' scended several stairs, which seemed to 
run round a column ; one pf the men 
carried a torch. At the bottom of the 
stairs, they opeued a door, and went 
across the same court-yard they had 
entered at. It appeared still dark ; 
but, whether that arose from night^ or 
the- eruption, he could not teil. They 

. went over vast heaps of ruins, and en- 
tertd anothcr yard, on the opposite 
^le of which they discovered a laige 

'^ liglited room, which they entered. 
The Captain was seated at the upper 
end of a long table ; several benches 
vere placed near, and at the bottom, 

manacled 
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manacled with a very heavy chain, 
and surrounded by ten of the Com- 
pany armed, sat Edward's brother. 
The moment Fitzallan perceived him 
in that Situation, in spite of all the in- 
juries himself and faniily had suffered 
through him, he could not help reflect- 
ing that he was once dear to him and 
that he was the tather of his sister's 
children. Edward threw on him a 
glance of pity and hove a sigh ; Mi- 
chael c^yed him with pity likewise, bat 
it was pity mingled with a secret satis* 
faction that a wicked man was at 
length secured. The Captain beckoncd 
Edward to approach — he did. 

^ ^ I think, " Said he, ' 'that you told me, 
the man you now «ee our prisoner, wuä 
once yöur brother-in-law, aud that y(-u 
had charges of a crimiiial iiature to 
adduce against him. " 



M^' si 
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- ^*I did, sir,"said Edward* 

*^ He has likewise," said the Captain, 
** ofFoided against the laws of our com* 
munity; and by those laws he is now 
to be tried ; his acquittal, or condem- 
nation, as to what relates to us, will 
soon be known ; you «hall then be at 
Uberty to make good your charges 
against him. Here you shall meet 
"With justice, and here the criminal will 
receive equitable judgraent. Tluis 
inuch I thought necessary tq^ inform 
you of ; we are now going to «nter oa 
our charges. FoUow your conductor 
for some refreshment, and, when our 
trial is over, you shall be informed. 

, He then bowed with great politeness 
to Edward, and-made him a sign to 
depart They Irfl the room and wert» 
conducted to 'one much sn^aller; here 
they found m'eat and wine, which they 
^ werc 
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wfere desired to partake of, with tlie 
man who led tliem. Edward vcntured 
to ask how the young lady was; he 
answered, He knew not, but supposed 
she was well, as Vashti liad said, She 
was going to take her something to 
eat. This account pleased him, as he 
feit a strong interest in her fkte. They 
continued in this room for a considcr- 
able time, their companions frequently 
urging them to drink freely of the 
wine, but this Edward declined, as his 
mind yv^s agitated respccting the man 
whom he wiis to accuse ; the recollcc- 
tion of his crimes filled his heart with 
horror, and he involantarily started up. 
At that instant, an Order was brought 
for him to attend ; he did, though not 
without trembling. When he entered, 
the countenance of the prisoner under- • 
went a considerable change ; he turned 
from red to pale, and fröm pale to red, 
alteniately. 
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*'Come hither," saicl theCaptain; 
^^it is now yoiir turn to prefer your 
Charge against the criminal ; our trial 
is over ; but, whether he is condcmned 
or acquitted, is not for you to know, 
as yet You must pledge yourself by 
evcry tie that is sacred tp you, and by 
your God, if you w<rfship any, that 
you will not say any thing against this 
man, but what is strictly true:. you 
will find that each party shall have am- 
ple justice. 

Fitzallan bowed assent ; the oath was 
then adniiaistered in thcir form. 

*' I fear," said Fitzallan, ''I must be 
rather prolix in niy account of our f t- 
mily connexion, in order to e:|^lain: 
some particulars, which it will perhaij>i» 
be necessary for you to know." 

'* Be ifc so," Said the Capt^in. 

*aam,'* 



i 
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^I am," Said Fitzallan, '-tlie last 
surviving branch of the liouse of Fitz- 
allan, of the kingdom of Ireland. -My 
father married young an Eiiglish lady 
of considerable distinction, and, sooii 
after my birth, \ftx\t to reside in Eng- 
land. I had an only sister, whQ§e birth 
occajsioned the death of my mother — 
aml my father survived but a short 
time. Previous to his niarriage, lie had 
becn introduced to a Mr. Owen, a near 
relatlon of the Lsidy : tliis gentlcman 
married, soon after my father, a Wel^h 
lady, of an ancient tamily, by whom 
he had one son and two daughtcrs, the 
eldest of which children is now beforc 
you. His father, Mr. Owen? was 
thought to bö a tnaii of strict honor 
and unblemished character ; my fatlier 
thinking him so, appointed him one oP- 
our guardians, which trustl bclieve hq^; 
performed with honor ; and,^8S,Dtfi' for- 
tunes were nearly ecjiial, a.maieh ig^x, 
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projected between my sister and his 
son. My sister gave her hand to the 
gentlemau present, with a satisfaction, 
that plainly showed the preference she 
had for him: the establishment made 
for them was such, as spoke the opu- 
lence of both families. My sister's 
fortune was considerably augment(?d, 
soon after her marriage, by the bequest 
of an aunt, who left the whole of her 
fortune to her, independent of her hus- 
: band, and, in case of her death, it was 
to descendto her daughters, if she had 
any; if not, to herhusband duringhis 
life, and then to revert to a distant De- 
lation, at that time residing on the 
Contintsnt. 

*'Mr. Owen belmved towards my 
sister with great propriety for some 
time, and she appeared to enjoy a great 
share of happiness. She was brought 
to bed, the first year of her marriage, of 
a daughteii and the second year was 

blessed 
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blessed with another. A short tniie 
previoiis to her confinement, Mr. Owen 
infonned her he meant to spend a 
couple of months at his fathers, as 
one of his sisters was to be united to an 
English ^entleman, a colonel in the 
army ; and that he should expect her 
to join theni in Wales, as soon as her 
recovery would admit. This being ar- 
ranged, he set out, and wrote several 
afFectionate letters to her, for a nionth 
after his departure. * His eklest sister, * 
he Said in one of them, 'was not then at 
home, bat was daily expected — ^shehad 
been in France for education. This 
girl had never been a favourite of my 
3ister's ; she was proud, vindictive, and 
a consummate hypoerite ; she possesscd 
a^pleasing person, which she stiidied to 
display to the gjreatest ad van tage, and 
every one who possessed charms su- 
perior to her own, she would cndeavoiir 
to dcfame. Her mothet ^avi ^iv^ \m^ 
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to correct her unhappy teniper, but in 
vain. She returned from France, and 
brought over with her a young lady, 
whom she introduced as her vcry par- 
ticular friend, and to whom, she said> 
she was under great obligat^ons. 

**Soon after my sister's recovery^ 
she prepared to leave town for Wales, 
though, for some weeks, her husband 
had forborne to press her on the.sub- 
ject, his letters being cold, short,^ and 
formal ; however, thinking she shoiild 
please and surprise him by her sudden 
appearance, she set out for her father- 
in-Iaw's, and took her children and the 
Kurses with her. They arrived ia 
safety ; but, instead of being received 
with pleasure by her husband, he was 
scarccly civil to her : said, *He thought 
she had done wrong to venture out so 
soon ; more especiaily a^ she was so 
recently recovered ; ai>d, äs the house 

was 
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was so fuU of Company, thc clnklrcn's 
being there would be altogethcr very 
disagreeable. ' }Iis mannci:, the tone of 
bis voice, bis air, all secmed to bave 
undergone a total revolution. ilis 
unkindneas hurt her, and she oiFercd to 
return immediately, if it was agreeablc 
to bim. * Yes, ' he said, ' be tliought 
that be$t.' Surprised, but not at all 
guessing the leason of this determina* 
tion Qf her husband, she only desired 
to stay two days, as she tbought she 
was incapable of going back so soon. 
Her father and motber-in-law were tb? 
only ones wbo seemed bappy to sce her ; 
and, when she mentioned that her stay 
would not excecd two days, thcy wcre 
aniazed, and asked Whetlicr it was ow- 
ing to any of the Company bcing disa- 
greeable to her. * By no mcaiis/ slic 
said ; ^ it Mas the wish of her husband, 
and she had made it a rule, in all 
things, to obey him.' * If tUdt \vc\<^ 
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the only reason,' her mother said, 'she 
should not return, and she would see 
herseif that the children should be ac- 
commodated in a wing of the ho.use, de- 
tachedfrom the visitors/ and undertook 
toreconcileher son to this arrangement. 
Her husband reluctantly consented to 
her stay. From that hour, he behaved 
to her with the most mortifying cold- 
ness ; he paid not the least regard to 
his children, nor ever expressed a wish 
to see them ; the whole of his time was 
taken up in attending Miss Owen and 
her French companion. 

About a fortnight before my sister 
wentinto Wales, a French gentleman, 
had arrived, called the Count St. Prie, 
who passed for the brothei of the Lady. 
This man was one of the most depraved 
characters in France. Nearly allied by 
marriage to a noble family, be had run 
into every excess incident to such a 
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connexion, though his fortune was in- 
adequate to it; aud he was on the 
brink of min when he becanie ac- 
quainted with an Enghsh gentleman, 
and, through him^ with Miss Owen.— 
An intimacy commenced, and he ingra- 
tiated himself so far as to be permitted 
to pay his addresses. When he had, as 
he thought, secured her afltctions, he 
persuaded her to admit him to every 
femiliarity. That being accomplishcd^^, .a 
he advised her to return io England, 
and take with her the Lady in question, 
who was a woman he had long kcpt, 
and who had been the principal means 
of ruining his fortune. He knew tliat 
he could not long continue at Paris, 
and therefore, solemnly assured Mjgs 
Owen, That, as soon as he heard of 
her safe arrival at her father's, he would 
prcpare to follow. ITiis being all donc 
agreeable to his wishes, he had arrived. 
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as I Said before, about a fortnight be- 
fore my sister. 

''Mr. Owen, the eldcr, had ever en- 
tcrtained a contemptible opinion of the 
French ; this, Miss Owen concluded, 
would be an effectual bar to her Union 
with theCount, and she found it would 
be necessary to have a friend, to Sup- 
port her. She well knew that hen 
Hbrother's disposition^as similar to her 
own, and that his attention to my sister 
had ever been directed by sinister de- 
signs. He had kept a mis^l'ess in the 
environs of London, and all the regard 
he had shown was with no other vie\V 
bnt to drawfronvmy sister the income 
Ifft her by my^aunt. When he went 
down to Wales, he did not mean any 
other, than to have his wife with him, 
for the abovö purposes ; but, when he . 
btheld lifedemoiselle St. Prie, he saw, 
or imagined he saw, soniethi^g$uperior 
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to either liis wife or bis mistress. IVIiss 
Owen soon read liis thoiiglits, and ral- 
lied him upon it. Ile had l)ccn privy 
to sonie intrigues of her's, when (|uite 
a girl, that would have prcvcutcd her 
being honorably unitcd ; and her jour- 
ney to France, though ostcnsibly tbr 
education, was in reiility for a more 
secret reason, of which circumstance, 
through the managenient of her bro- 
ther, her fathcr was kept/ui absolute 
ignorance. Her mother's heart feit 
many pangs upon the occasion, bnt 
she was ob^ged to be silent. Thus the 
brother and sister continued to assist 
each other reciprocally in vice, and niy 
poor sister becamc the victim. Miss 
Owen soon came to an explanation 
withher brother; she saw he was taken 
with thtf fascinating charms of Miss 
St. Prie, and was determined to profit 
by it ; she, therefore, took an oppor- 
tunity of pifaising, in thewaYixvtt^Xws:^'^- 
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Ber, the accomplishments of her friend ; 
aud insinuated, how much happier hc 
would hav^e been with such a woman, 
^lan with my sister. He ovmed his predi- 
lection, and siaid, He should never be 
happy, unless he possessed her; but, 
to accomplish that, was more than he 
could devise. She undertook to do it 
for him, if he would bring about her 
marriage with the Count. This he 
^ promised to do, and every thing was in 
train for that purpose, when my sister 
. arrived. Miss Owen hated her^— the 
/ i^^. rectitude of Mrs. Owen's . conduct ap- 
peared every moment to condemn her 
own ; she, therefore, was a check upon 
aU her actions, and it was for this rea- 
soii she had persuaded her brother to 
send back his wife, immediately on her 
arrival ; but, for once, he was obliged 
to agree to his father's conimands, who 
saw that he neglected his wife, and 

remoR- 
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remonstrated with him on tlie subject; 
bat he paid na attention to his advice. 

*' I had then been gone ubout six 
months on niy travels ; my brother was 
at College, and, when froni tbcre, was 
at my other guardian's. jMy sistcr had 
been there a inonth, whcn Owen canic 
in onenioniing, in a violent hurry, and 
bid her prepare to go to London, as he 
meant to set off for tJiat place in thc 
eveuing. She was much suprised at it, 
but said She would obey him. As $^ 
soon as it wm* known in the faniily, 
they endeavoured to dissnade hin) from 
it ; but he said, He hä<l rl^tters tliaL 
obliged him to go on the most pre:^ing 
business. The letter he receivcd, was 
from his mistress, intimating that, un- 
icss he directly sent her a certain suni, 
she would immediatciy come down and 
disclose the whole of the conncxion to 
his wife and father. The svxtcv ^\\^ ^\^\.^ 

Vol. L D i^^^ 
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§6t was much too large for him to 
aaikp the Count had made free to 
^' borroP^Jfrom him to a considerable 
ount ; and the brother of Miss St* 
VtiCy was not to be denied. He was 
afraiid hkewise that a discovery of such 
^ fiMure would entirely preclude him 
jTom pursuinghisaddresses; for, thotigh 
Miss St. Prie was the counterpart of her 
jßtet^ided brother, yet, before those, 
whom it was their interest to deceive, 
tfiey appeared modeis of perfection. 
The Count strove, by every means in 
his power to render himself agreeable 
to the eider Mr. Owen and his wife, 
and Mifi* to the son ; it was agreed by 
Miss Owen and him, previous to.their 
departure, that if her father could not 
be brought to consent to her marriage 
with the Count, she would privately^v 
quit the house, acconipanied by he|^ 
friends, and cometo onehe would pro*i?^^;i 
vide for them in London^ and tIieq|V. 
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some metliod should be devised for 
Mr. Owen's living with Äliss St. Pric. 
At tliat period, she said, She could not 
bring her friend to think of any thing 
öhort ofmarriage; biit, as tiiat could 
not be, something eise must, she said, 
be thought of, and nothing apjx^ared 
so feasible, as to affix some crime to 
Mrs. Owen, on which they miglit 
ground a divorce ; but, in tliat ca.sc% 
supposing they succeeded, slie would 
enjoy her fortuue, and tliat Mas of 
more cohsequence than any tliing ; as 
he should not be ablc to support ]\liss 
St. Prie in any degree of splcndoi Nvitii - 
out it; but they parted with a i\ul 
dctermination to acconiplish both, uo 
matter how. 

** They had been about tlircc weoks 
■ m town, when my sister M-as oiic nion? • 
•^iig alarmed by a servant\s culerir.p: 
and saying, He wished sI\cnvo,\\vv\v,\v.\j 
D5i • \^^ 
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to his master's library ; for, ther^ was 
a lady therc, that seemed to threatcu 
his lite : Shc had come, hesaid, wliile 
his master was out, and insisted oii 
waiting for him. She staid to hear no 
more, biit ran to the room, which she 
found locked ; she requestcd to be 
admitted ; lie bade her begone, and 
inind her childreti — she had no bnsi- 
ncss there. ^ She has busin css here, 
and I will let her in,' said a female 
voicc, ahnost choaked v/ith passion, 
and saying this, she tried to open the 
door. A scuffle ensucd, m hcn his f bot 
slipt, and he feil. The door was in- 
stantly opened, and a woman vcry mtII 
dressed, advanced towards her, * I 
am come, said she, * madam, to de- 
mandof this villain, yourhusband, my 
half year's annuity, which he knows 
was due three weeks before he left 
Wales. He wants to shuffle me off, as 
he has doue before, but he sba'n't think 
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to bamboozle me. I know him well, 
and US pity but you knew him too.' 

** My sistcr thoiight she was some 
poor maniac, who had broke tVoni her 
confinement, and mistook hcrhusband 
ibr sonie olher gentlenjan. Undcr this 
Impression, she turned to leave the 
room, to get assistance, and have her 
taken av/ay ; whcn the woman darted 
between her and the door, and ex- 
claimed ; ' You shall hcar me ; per- 
haps I "can teil you niore tlian you arc 
aware of^ about that Frcnch wouian 
and her pretended brother, Mounseer 
Prie — but it shall out now.' * At your 
pcril, advance one word more,' said 
he. * I don't mind your tlireats a . 
rush,' said she, ' I will teil all I know, 
and that's not a little, and so you and 

.' Ilc advanced towards 

her, pale, and trembling witli passion, . 
holding in his band a smaU\)\stol v Vwb 
D 3 ^cIvvÄ.^.v^ 
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pointed it at her heaxl, and fired ; tHe 
ball missed her, and passed through 
the neck of my sister. * 'Tis well/ 
$aid the woman, ' there, you villain, 
you have killed yoiir wife instead of 
me-; and I shall have the satisfactioa 
of seeing thee hanged ; my evicfence 
will do that.' ' Take the other then,' 
Said he, and fired a second. , This 
likewise missed, but slightly wounded 
the servant, who had run to the assist 
aUce of i»y sister, They carried her 
into the next room; the servants, 
thinking their mistress killed, sur- 
toünded their master, and prevented 
hipfi from doing any more mischief. 
The woman ran instantly out of the 
house, and in a short time returned 
with some officers of justice ; he was 
instantly secured, and surgeons wcre 
sent for. 

^* Though the ball had passed through 
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the neck of my sister, and shattered 
the collar-bone, yet it was not deemed 
mortal. She had fainted, and con- 
tiuued so, tili the torture she was put 
to in setting the bone, brought her to 
recollectiön. She was desired to be 
ealm, and, upon wishing that her hus- 
band might escape, she was informed, 
That she was not wounded mortally, 
and, if.she would but keep herseif 
quiet, he would have no occasion to 
leave her; this she promiscd. The 
.gentleman who first came, was a man 
-of great hunianity, and thought it was 
best, for many reasons, to keep thc- 
alFair as private as possible, the officers 
were,«therefore, desired to stay in the 
house with their prisoner, the servants 
were bribed to silence, and the woman 
was detained in the house, Avith a; pro- 
inise of having her annuity, whatever 
it might be, punctually paid ; thus eveiy 
thing wa3 kept secret^ and my sister 
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rapidly rccovered; but her peace of 
miiurwas wrecked forever. His father 
had l)(*en sent for ; the accounts he 
received iiuhiced him to have recourse 
to the womah foran explanation of what 
slic wanied to teil Mrs. Owen. The 
intbnnation she gave shocked the fa- 
ther so n)uch, tJiat it threw him on a 
bcd of sickness, Avhich had nearly 
proved fatal ; but he recoveied, to feel 
still greater sorrows. My sister became 
Mpjill, .her husband was released, the 
•woman was satisfied, and discharged, 
and the contrition which his son mani- 
fested for his past conduct, induced the .^ 
cid gentleman to think, that happiness 
would again be restored to the fanüly ; 
amd he ventured to quit them. 

** Three months had elapsed under 
this dtlusion, as his attentions to my 
sister and her children seemed hourly ... 
to increase. She had been fgr some 
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days ill, as wcrethe cliildren, when tliey 
received a letter tVom his fatlicr, saving, 
That tlie family hacl been thrown into 
die greatcst disordcr, by theelopcmcnt 
of Miss Owen, with the Count aiid his 
sistcr. She liad takcu with lier every 
thing of value shc could pack iip; 
leaving a short iiole on the toilette, ia- 
timating, That, as her father had 
thouglit proper to refuse the Count tbr 
a son-iu-law, shc had pursued her own 
inclinations, and that it was not llcr 
intention ever to see any of the family 
niore, tili thev chose to receive the- 
Count as her husband. On receiving 
this letter, ]\Ir. Oweu lamented the 
misfortune of his father, and reprobated 
in the strongest terms the conduct of 
his sister ; Jie seemed to redouble his 
»ttentions to his wife, whose illness, 
and that of the girls, encreased ;it 
was supposed they were dföoping for 
the small-pox, as the coinplaint y/as 
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attended with slight sickness and fre- 
quent f eaching. This the faculty gave 
as tlieir opinion, but one of them being in 
the room, during a reaphing fit, more 
violent than any «he had before experi- 
enced, alarmed hini, and from some cir- 
cumstances, he was led to think that 
their illness arose from some other 
cause than he at first imagined: the 
Symptoms were alike in all^ and as the 
time was elapsed for the small pox to 
Hlßke its appearance, he enquired 
.«How long they had been indisposed 
liefere he was called in? Mr. Owen, to 
whom this que.stion was addressed, 
appeared much confused, hesitated, and 
«tammered an answer; this behavior 
alarmed the gentleman, and he pdied 
hte questions more closely; his con» 
fusion encreased, and on his asking' 
the gentleman Why he put such 
Strange questions? he answered, 'To 
be piain with you, sir, I think Mrs. 

Oavch 
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Owen and the children havc been 
poisoned ; and if my conjecture is 
Fight, I can teil by whom.' He started, 
and turning, *Good God, sir,' said he, 

* M'hat do you meanr' *My meaning is 
obviouSj and you are not Ignorant of 
k,' said the doctoiv Remor^e for a 
moment glided acrosshis countenancc, 
and, in aieigned accent of despair, 
ask^d, Whether there was any thing 
could be given to coivnteract its eftects-r ' 

* None, sir, I fear, ' said he ; ' it -hild' 
Jbeen administeied too long- Pocw 
«nhappy victims ! — But, whether it in, 
or it is not, too late, it shall be my 
business, if I cannot save their lives, 
to have this horrid transaction brmight 
to light, and the perpetrator tö-tbect 
death he w<^U deserv^s ;' and hö fixed 
his eyes directly on Owen. ^ You 
«eem as though you suspected me to be 
guilty of so black adeed«' * Time/ 
said thedoctor, * wiH cfeco v^r that yfit 
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present it will be my care to defeat the 
(tesigii.' So saying, he quitted the 
room, and ordered the servants not to 
leave theirmistressorthechildren, fora 
nioment, tili his return. 

• 

< ^'Though the doctor had only pre- 

sumptiveevidence to go on, yet he was 

satisfied, in his own mind, they were 

poisoned, and that by the band of 

^, ,Qwen. He was led to think,. that it 

'J:r^mjid been given in small quantities, in 

.^ aOrdfijT to elude suspicion, and, therefore, 

J|w>ged he might be able to preservetheir 

W, 'live»,^ though, ät times^ he almost de&- 

.paired. He took and administered thb 

neccssary medicines, when his suspicions 

were- fuUy verified, as the vomited 

ihfttterspoke at once* He immediately 

wrpte into Wales, desiring the father's 

attendance, as .Mrs. Owen and the 

children were ink. the most älarming 

danger. The poor €kl man came ex- 

. ""press, 
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press, and found tlie Tlves of all tliree 
seemed to hang upon a thrcad. The 
physician, though he kept his know- 
ledge of the real source of their illness 
to himself, caused a strict watch to be 
-kept over the actions of Owen ; the 
persons he employed for that piirpose, 
were such as could be depended on. 
Near ten days elapsed, before the least 
favourable Symptoms appeared ; but, 
from that tinie, he gave hopcs of theü' 
vvecovery.' . 

''As soon as they were out of dan- 
ger, he thought it best to inform the 
eider Mr. Owen ofhis opinion respectmg 
the illness of his daughter-in-law and 
grand-children, and proved, past a 
doubt, that white arsenic had been 
given them by his son. He pointed 
out the danger they Avere in, if they 
continued under the same roof witli a 
man possessing such diabolical prin- 



52 THE HAÜNTED PALACE, OR 

ciples, and said he would advise him 
to have them, under pretence of cliange 
crf* air, conveyed to a place of safety, 
and tili that was done, to keep the 
occasion of their removal a secret from 
Mrs. Owen, lest the khowledge of her 
husband's wickedness should be the 
means of acceleratuig tliat death he so 
fmuch wished to obtain. Shocked as 

. ^Jthe father was at tbis account, he yet 
- liad reason enough left to see the ne- 

*k_\€€ssity of the doctor's advice being di-- 
' rectly put in to practice. He thei-efore, 
without betraying the least suspicioit 

^ ©f what had been impaited to him, 
seat foF his son, and'told him That he 

^ bz/^ been advised by his physician to 
»emove Mrs. .Owen and the children 
kxto the country, for the change of air, 
and asked him wher« he thought the 
most agreeable place to take them- ta 
He answered^ It was immaterial to him ;. 
wherever Mr^ Owen chope to go, would 

meet 



meet with his approbation. He seemed 
happy at the idea of her going, saying 
He hoped that the country air would 
soon restore them to perfect health. 
Their departure was fixed for the 
Thursday tbllowing, and a place a shoit 
distaiice from town for their residence. 

**Owen appeared the whole of the 
day absorbed in thought, and Avhen 
any rap came to tlic door, started as if 
alarmed ; this behavior did not pas* 
unob^erved by his father, who watched 
his every motion. About nine at 
night, a violeat scuffle was heaid in the 
hall, and a woman's voice exclaiming 
' I will go up — unhand me, ' and a car* 
riage was heard to draw iip close to 
the door. Mfs. Owen, weak as she was, 
rose to go to the stair head ; her father 
did the same, when a woman rushcd 
past them and entered the room where 
Owen was, My sister had jvwt time to . 
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say, 'Oh God ! that is she who came to 
kill mv biisband.' Her exclamation 
was not attended to by tlie fatlier; bat 
one of the scrvants that followed her, 
Said, ' It is the same woman that was 
here when my niaster shot mistress and 
me,' He bade the servants take care 
of his daughter, and followed the wo- 
Hian. She was in the room alone, and 
the first words she could distinctly utter,. 
were: 'Oh, sir, he has robbed me of 
my jewels, and given them to that 
French drab, to whom he was yesterday 
married by a special licence.' 'You 
mistake the person, madam,' said his 
Father. ' No, ' said she, cry ing bit- 
terly,^ 'I do not mistake ; it is Andrew- 
Owen, the owner of this house, that I 
want, and he has, not only taken .my 
jewels, but my annuity bond also, and 
I will not stir froijj this place tili I 
have them restorcd. 



*'As 



HORRORS OF VENTOLIENE. 6j 

** As it was impossil)le for the fatlicr 
to imilerstand all this, he opcned thc 
door of the library and desued his son, 
to come out. ^I M^ill not,' said he 
sternly. ^ If yoii can listen to the tabri- 
cated tale of a mad woman, I can not, 
nor will not.' So saying, he puslied 
his father aside and attcniptcd to niakc 
his escape ; but the old man, with un- 
usual strength, caught old of him, 
whilst the woman held him by thc col- 
lar. ^Unhand me this instant, 'said 
he to his father. * I will not, ' answeiecl 
the poor old man ; ' You shall t^xplain 
the meaning of this person^s accusation. 
*That I never will,' said Owen, and, 
with a violcnt spring, broke from their 
grasp and attempted to Icap down the 
stairs. One of the men-servants en- 
deavouring to prevent him, he drew a ^, 
pistol from his pocket and fired it. 
T]^e ball missed the servant, but en- 
tered the heart of his father; who 
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•Sprung up, as it cntered his breast, theu 
feil iustan^ly and expired without a 
groan. The confusion this occasioned 
'he took ad van tage of, and whiht all 
ran eagerly to assist his dying parent, 
the abandoned parricide made his 
jcscape. 

"The dreadful scenes my sister wit- 
jriessed brought on an abortion, and, 
for several months, deprived her of rea- 
son. "Her children had been taken by 
her mother-in^law into Wales; ^Äe still 
support€*l herseif under these accumu- 
lated miseries, and, with tender con- 
cern, watched over my sister, and, 
through her's and the physician's care, 
who Was the same that saved her life 
before, she began to recover and show 
signs of returning reasou. She was 
perfectly calm and resigned, but never, 
without shuddering, heard her father- 
ia-law mentioned. 
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* * When she recovered, it was her con- 
stant custom to ride out in the coach, 
accompanied by her children. One 
day, they were stopt by three men, who 
bade the coachman stay, and let them 
deliver a letter to his Lady. The ser- 
vant eomplied, they put the letter into 
lier band, and, as she was going to 
opeu it, another carriage came up, into 
which they immediate^y forced her, ariä 
the children, whom they dragged froni 
the nuFse, and drove ofF füll gallop. 
One of the scoundrels fired a pistol at 
the coachman, bat happily did him no 
härm. 

'* I was at that time hourly expected. 
in England, illness, througli the mis- 
fortunies of my family, having retarded 
my return before every scarch was made 
after my sister and the children, but all 
in vaiu ; not the least tidings could be 
^ained of them for seven niqmths. One 
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evening, as I was Walking a short diis- 
tance from the house, a letter was put 
into iny hands by a stranger, who dis- 
appeared directly. The Contents in- 
formcd me, That my sister and her chil- 
dren were alive, but in confinement at 
a miserable village in Normandy, and, 
if I would go to a certain place, I should 
hear more and be informed where ta 
find thein. TJiey were. detained there 
by Order of my brother-in-law, who 
was tlien at' .Versailles. I lost not a 
moment in going to the place appointed, 
but, when I came, I found the person 
mentioned in the letter had tha,t day 
been killed by a fall from his horse: 
Torn by a thousand afflicting passions, - 
I hastened to Versailles, in hopes of 
meeting with the scoundrel. I had 
applied to Paris foi; a lettre de cachet 
and obtained it, but he was gone from 
thence, before I reached it. From a 
servant whom he had discharsfed the 
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däy before I an ived, I learnt that he had 
taken the name of Volponc, ^nd, tliat 
he had, prcvious to his leavirig Eng- 
land, been marricJ to Miss St. Pric. 
He had contrivcd to gct tVom Alis. 
Maynard, which was the name of the 
wouian he liad kcpt for s'cvcral }'cars, 
all the jewels that he had given her, 
and those which she had received as 
presents from otliers ; hkewlse, all her 
papers, and every thing of valiie he 
could put up in a small compass. Tliis 
was done, while she was engaged oo a 
party to Kichmond, where she was to 
have staid three days ; biit oiie of the 
Company, heing taken suddenly ill, 
and obhged to be hrought to town, 
broke up the rest. She becaine franric * 
on discovering her loss, and that had 
occasioned the fatnl aftair at my sis- 
ter's. He said, Miss Owen was tlic 
mistress of Count St. Prie, and they 
were hateU and despised b^ eNCi,\^ V5>\^, 
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He could not teil any thing about Mrs. 
Owen and tlie children; but he be- 
lieved she was some where in Nor- 
mandy, and nearly starving, as he was 
certain there was but a very trifle al- 
lowed for their support ; for, Mrs. 
Owen's confidential servant had told 
him that she had retused to sign some- 
jfching, which her husband wanted her 
to do, and that was the reason she had 
been coufined ever since, but he never 
could get out of him whereabouts it 
was ; and that Mr. Owen, otherwisie 
Volpone, never staid long ar^y v^het^f 
as they gambled much, and were alway^ 
ufraid of a lettre de cachet 

**This was all the intelligence I 
could receive, and with this, I was de- 
teimined to continue on the Continent, 
I caused advertis^ents tobepublished, 
d€seribingmy:si3ter, and the children; 
and off^reä a conside^aUe reM^aid to 
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aiiy persoix that could give me infor- 
matiou respecciug them, but I leceivcd 
none. I went to Paris ; I had him 
minutcly described there, likewise of- 
fering a still greater reward ; but thc 
intbrmatioii I reoeived was always such 
as served rather to mislead than dircct 
me right. However, I, at last, obtain- 
ed' certain intelligence that he was in- 
Italy. I pursued him from phice to 
place, but he always had the start of 
me. I foUowed hts step^ to Naples, 
where I was positively assured I should 
find hhn. Undcr this Impression, I 
arrived there, but my search was vaiii, 
tiU the night your Company met me, 
and you, sir, know the rest." 

•^Thi», then, is the whole of yöur 
evidence against the prisoner ?" saiil 
the Captain. ^V; 

'• It isj sir, '-^l Fkzallan. ' •* I have. 
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in tlie relation, strictly abided by thc 
trutli you enjoined nie, and I trust 
you will find, upon examination, the 
wliole to be just." 

*' I need not remind you," said the 
Captain, turning to Owen, '^of^the 
oaths you took, Avhen you entered cur 
Society, and the laws by which we are 
bound. I therefore call upon you to 
say, Whether the whole of what has 
been adduccd against you be true qv 
falser" 

** True," said he, 'Mnevery parti- 
cular, and, as I muat die, 1 demand 
your immediate sentence." 

'^Know then," said the Captain,* 
*^ that, by the laws and estal)lishments 
of#tbis Community, whole and undi- 
videcl, you, Andrew Owen, subject of 
the Ring of Great Brjjfcin, havc been 
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found guilty of various crimes, which 
niilitate against the good order and 
well-being of the said Community, 
and are likewise fufther charged with 
sundry crimes of the blackest dye, 
committed by you previous to your 
becoming a member here, of the whole 
of which charges you have acfcnow- 
ledged yourself guilty. You are, 
therefore, condemned to forfeit that 
life you knew not how to keep- with 
honor. Twenty-four hours is. the 
extent of the time you have to live ; 
make the most of it, apply to your 
God for mercy ; for, here, there is no 
reprievc." 

So saying, he arosc and left the 
room, bidding Fitzallan and his ser- 
vant folloAv him. Fitzallan and Mi- > 
chael cast a lock of pity on the crimi- - 
nal, and could not help feeling for the 
fate of a man, whose vices\va^^\vs\^^ ^ 
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him into his then miserable Situation. 
They walked silently to the room, 
where the refreshments were placed. 
A thousand distressing thoughts 
crowded on thebrain of Fitzallan. 

"Ah! my sister," said he, 'Svhat 
art thou now suiFering, and what 
mayest thou not be doomed to suffer 
more, if still alive ? " 

*^I5iat sister's fate you shall soon' 
know, " answered the Captain : * ' though ■ 
silent to Owen on the subjcct, I had 
not-forgot that your present grand 
object was to have her's and the chil- 
dren's Situation known to you. It 
shalf Ibe so, and I shall deem myself 
happy in being the means of restoring 
an innocent suffering woman to her 
family. I have known, sir, the Mess- 
ing of innocence and the happiness 
pf living among those, whose actioni. 
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eould ever meet the face of day, and 

i'ho lived the blessed Ornaments of 

Isociety, from the pleasing scenes of 

' which I am now for ever, I fear, shut 

out. One false step led imperceptibly 

on to more, and, before my soul was 

awakened to a sense of guilt, I became 

what you now see me. But a ti'ucc to 

those reflections — ^you shall know my 

whole history before you leave this 

' place; but rest assured, however ap- 

pearances may make against us, you 

will find US all, without distinction, 

men of the strictest principles," 

He heaved a deep sigh, as he spoke 
this, and Edward thought he saw hini 
dash the startling tear indiguantly 
from his eye, 

''You have promised me," said Ed- 
ward, ''the restoration of my sister 
iv.^and her children ; that thou^Ut cl\cc\:^ 
P ' E a ^w ^^^ 



76 THE HAUNTED PALACE, OR 

Ttie and induces iiie to conclude you 
are acquainted with tlieir fate." 

* * I atn so, " replicd he ; ' ' and if you 
will sit down, I will inform you in 
what manncr I became known toÖwen, 
whose decVth you must not regret, as it* 
Wifl Jbe much better, for your own sake 
andlEhM;. of your sister> that he died by 
QU|i|a^^, than by those of yours, as, in 
that case, it Avould be public, and, of 
com^se, your family would be involved 
^^ Im? disgracfc, as you must inevitÄbly 



have given him up to justice. Yet, 
bcforc I relate these particulars, it will 
be necessary for us to enquire after the 
lady, whose illness alarms me. Besides, 
I wish to know by what means she 
came to be alone. " 

Edward foUowed him to her apart- 
ment ; still every where was dark ; a 
light was placed in the rooms they pass- 
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ed througli ; which were vcry clifFcrent 
from any they had seeii betöre ; and, 
thoiigh they did not go througli either 
of the Courts they had crossed to the 
great rooni, yct they fouud thcniselves 
in five minutes at the door of that 
-which contained the lady. /Ihe Cap- 
tain entered. 

** How is she ? " said he to Vashti. 

** She is much better," she answered, 
*^ and will be able to speak to you in 
a few minutes." 

^*TeIl her.We are here," said h6. 
She went to the bed, and toldher, 
The gentlemen were come. She was 
incapal)le of sitting up, but desired 
them to come near — they did. '* It^ " 
snid she, '*you are the gentlemen 
that. so liumanely saved my li!e, I 
should be happy to know of you, \Vhere 
E 3 V'^yssx 
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J am, and whether you can add ano- 
ther blessing, by restoring me to my 
friends, if they are still alive, that they 
may make you those acknoMdedg- 
mcnts your generous conduct merits." 

^i Wliere you are nöw, " auswered the 
Captain, **is of iio conscquence for 
you to know — ^Tliat you are safe from 
eyery danger I can assure you of, and 
^ho we are, further' than we are men 
of honor, belongs not to nie to inform 
yeu ; and, to convince you of it, I shall 
observe, That, if you will say, Who 
you are, and to whom we shall restore 
|fOu, it shall be done, as soon as you 
aimible to be moved." 

**I thank you, sir," said she; **I 
vill obey you. 

*' I am from Scotland, and came^ 
with my mother ta N aples, to join my 

bröther 
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brother, who had been making the 
Grand Tour. We had been about a 
month there, when my brother, öne 
cvening, introduced au English gen- 
tleman, and his two fiiends, with whom 
he had formed au intimacy. I knew 
not what was the reason, but I. could 
not regard either of the party with any 
degree of complacency, My brother 
was ofFended ; but my mother being 
of the same opinion as myself, he sei'- 
dorn brought them, after the first 
month. My uiother had expressed a 
wish to reside at, or near, Torre del 
Greco, in preference to Naples; we, 
thcrefore, quitted that city, and went 
thither ; our villa was situated about a 
mile east of the town ; and we had been 
resident there about a fortnight, wheu 
my mother ordered a bärge for an ex- 
cursion on the water, and desired my 
brother to make one of the party. He 
- excused himself, by saying, He was 
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under prior engagements with some 
English ' friends at Naples ; but, if he 
conkl quit them at an early liour, he 
woukl join us. He left us ; and we, 
• SOOR aftei'; sailed. 

**We had been out several hours, 
:nid my brother came not ! my mother 
%yas; uneasy. She spoke of it to a gen- 
tkman in our party ; he asked, With 
whom Mr. Macdonald was engaged at 
Naples ? She said, She knew not : * If 
it is the party that I saw him with at 
thc tJpera/ said he, * he is not in vcry 
i' gooidhands; they are reported to be 
professed gamblers, and the ladies of 
thmv acquaintance, such as are shut 
=^ out from all societies but their own.' 
While my mother was requesting the 
gentleman to make it a point of seeing 
him, and talk to him about it, a boat 
was seen rowing hastily tow^rds the 
bärge, Thinking it was mybrotherj.. 
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\ve lay too, to receive him ; but we were 
siirprisecl to see his man only, besicies 
the watennen. His face expressed the 
greatcst terror. ]\Iy mother, alarmcd, 
asked Wliere his master was? *At 
home,' answcred he, 'just brought in.' 
She heard no more, but fainted awav. 
The Company instantly iuterrogatcd 
him, as to what he meant. I was too 
much affected at the ilhicss of my mo- 
ther, to attend to what the man said ; 
but I found we stood in towards the 
shore, which we soon reached. My 
mother recoveredon landhig, /*,- 

** When we came home, the servants 
seemed in tlie grcatest cpnfusion — at . 
length, I learnt, That, not long after 
we had left the house, tvvo gentlcnien 
had come, and enquired for my brothcr, 
änd on being informed he was gone to 
Naples, they had set out after him. In 
about four hours, they were astonishcd 
E5 X^ 
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to see my brother brought home in a 
litter, wounded in several places, and 
tD all appearance dead. Those who 
brought him, informed them, That.he 
had quarrelled with some Frenclimen 
about a debt of honor, or dice, they did 
not know which, and that a fight had 
ensuedy in which two of the party had 
been killed, and several wounded; that 
the officers of justice had recognised 
my brother, and, thinking him mortally 
wounded, had ordered him to be sent 
home ; that several of the party had 
made ^their escape, by leaping from the 
winÄJw, but two were taken ; and in 
the room were found two women, one 
dead, and the other dangerously 
V wounded. Every assistance that could 
be procured for him, was got ; for some 
days, bis life was despaired of, and when 
a gleam of reason appeared, he begged 
to know, By what means he had been 
brought home, and whether ^y of the 
V?^* party, 
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party he was with, had been taken. 
The doctors desired him to make him- 
self easy on that head, and to ask no 
questioiis, as he was not well enough to 
talk, ' Take care of my sister then, ' said 
he, *and let her not be out of the sight 
of my mother. ' They promised, and he 
becaine qiiiet. 

^^He had been a week upon the re- 
covery, when an order came to give an 
account of my brother's heahh ; it was 
sent. We had caused evcry enquiry 
to, be made respecting the quarrel, and 
we gathered, from the evidence of the 
woman in custody, That my brother 
and seven others had met to decide a 
wager, made between him and one of 
the French gentlemen, and that it had 
been given against him by a Monsieur 
Volpone, who was arbitrator.. My 
brother, not being satisfied with it, 
had expestulated; ascufile ensued, in 
E 6 ^\i\Ov\ 
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which my brother was knocked down, 
when two of the Company took bis 
part, and they instantly drew. The con- 
sequence was, two were killed, besides 
the woman, and the whole of the party, 
fnore or less wounded, as it was a very 
sraall room they were in. Tavo wcre 
takeny the restmade theirescape, We 
learnt since, That one of the French- 
5B€n, whom my mother and myself had 
öib^^ctcd to see, was among them, and 
the very person wha gave it against my 
brother ; th« woman who was killed, 
and ttoft other that was wounded, were, 
OHC bis wife, and the otherJb,is sister/' 

-Edwafd started. — 



*^ Gracious God !'* exclaimed he ; 
*^ pray, maöam, what is become of the 
woman that survived?" 

^^*I do not know," said tbeiady; '"^^«ij, 
•H 
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" she was confincd in a prison at 
Naples, biit, whcther tricd, or not, I 
cannot teil. 

*^My brother, seemed, at tinics, 
very.uneasy about me, but tbr what 
reason, w.e could never learn. It was 
xiear three nionths betöre he could 
leave bis room, and that but for a 
very short time. The day after he 
had first walked out a short way, 
we were alarmed by the apj)earance of 
an eruption from the mountain. This 
greatly tenified my niother, and her 
first care was for my brother, whoni 
she ordered to be carried to Naples ; 
but he refused to go, saying He saw no 
danger, and chose to stay where he w asj 
and not all her remonstrances could 
pei-suade him to be removed ; in conse^ 
quence of which we continued at the 
Villa, tili that dreadful night, Avhen the 
eruption became so violent. My bro- 



^ 
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tlier was removcd by force, and wc 
were about to follow; my mother, in 
tlie greatest consternation, was giviug 
some Order respecting me, when a 
large party of men entered the portico, 
threatening destruction on all around, 
if they met with the least Opposition«. 
Tiie house was instantly ransacked of 
every portable of value; my mother, 
in wild distraction, knew not what to 
do ; the domestics Struck with horror, 
ran difFerent ways, leaving us at the 

*' mercy of the banditti, or to be buried 
under the showers of burning ashes^ 
\|^icih descended in torrents from the 
mountain. Every one seemed eager 
for his Qwn preservation, and totally 

' regardless of that of others. The 

tbunder burst over us in violent peals^ 

i'avhile the lightning gleamed around 

with ten-fold horrors. I screamed 

f aloud and earnestly implored the pity 
ofthose, who were busy in plundering '^^' 
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US of every thing tliey coukl carry 
aAvay, absolutely dcad to the dangers 
that opened around them, and wholly 
upappalled by the terrific horrors that 
reigned on every side: they rcgarded 
me not ; at last, a storm of thunder, 
more violent than any of the former, 
seemed to awaken them to some sense 
of their danger; they ran with precipi- 
tation out of the house ; I endeavoured 
to Support my poor mother down the 
^teps of the portico, when tliree men 
seized us ; two of them bore my"^' 
mother from me; while a third drag- 
ged me, with velocity, down the slope.of 
the vineyard. We reached the piain, 
and, as I was supplicating him to take 
me to my mother, a flash of lightning 
darted across us, and I discovered him * 
to be the Frenchman, called Volpone, 
At that instant, I heard a violent cry 
of Here he is, and we were instantly 
siuTpunded. He broke from them, 
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and ran pi ecipitately up the side of the 
niountain, and I was left alone. I 
shriekcd with terror, and raved, with 
frantic wildness, the name of my mo- 
ther; but the tumult of the different 
Clements was too great for me to dis- 
tinguishwhether I was answered or not; 
agony overcame me, I feil senseless to 
the ground, and to your goodness I 
have been led to understand I owe the 
preservation of my life, as my senses 
quite forsook me wlien I dropped." 

Here the lady stopped ; the Captain 
»politely thanked her for the relation she 
liad given, and said : 



** You must make yourself easy, ma- 
dam, whereyou areatpresent; and, as 
it will contribute to your recoveiy to 
hear that your mother is safe, be aa- 
'sured that she is so, and with your 
brother, and it shaU be my business to "»* ^ 

inform •* 



^IIORKORS OF VENTOLIENE, 89 

infonn her tliat you are safe also, and 
in tlie hands of those tliat will protcct 
you from every dai%er, tili you can be 
restored to her. Yöu niust, therefore, 
endeavour to write a fcw lines, to assure 
her of your safety, and I will under- 
take to have them delivered to her in a 
short time. She ts„now at Naples, as 
the whole of the town of Torre del 
Greco is destroyed, and the adjacent 
country round, and it may, in one 
sense, be very fortunate that you feil 
into the hands of tliose men, as, in all 
probability, you would have perished, 
had you taken any other way." 

Tlie pleasure that was diffused over 
the face of the lady, on hearingthis ac- 
count, seenied to have the sanie eflect 
on that of the Captain, and he cheer- 
.'fitfly reqnested her to get the letter 
ready, the apparatus for which should 
be immcdiately brought her. He said 
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Circuiustances of a «ingular nature 
would prevent him from having her 
conveyed home a3 soon as he could 
wish, butthat eyery attention should 
be paid her that their Situation would 
admit, and Vashti should continue 
with her. He lamented they had not 
- a proper change of clothes toofFer her, 
but her own should be got ready for 
her to put on, as soon as she was able 
to sit up. She thanked him in an af- 
fectionate manner for his care and po- 
-%: liteness ; he then bowed and left her, 
having first ordered Vashti to get the 



^■ 
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'^ As soon as they got to a room at 
the end of the gallery, the Captain 
Said ; 

^^Here is another instänce of y0fit 
brother-in-law's depravity, which con=*i^^ 
firms the informajtion we had received, '^" • 

and '"' 
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and for which, by our laws, he is con- 
demned. You must now come with 
me; I think it n^cessary to inforni 
you of some particulars respecting my- 
seif, and the society you are now in.'' 

Tiiey passed on through another 
Short gallery, and entered a large room, 
where a brisk fire was burning, and 
candles in two large silver candlesticks 
placed upon the table. 

*' Sit down," Said he, tumingtoFitz- • 
allan and Michael; '^ I know the 
English always love to be near ^^^^ 
fire, whether in winter or sunnner, änd, 
aa ehance as brought us together, we 
will be as merry as we can under our 
troubles." 

Thus saying, he placed a large flask 
of Muscadine wine lipon the table, 
poured out a goblet to each, and they 



92 tHE IIAUNTED PAIACE, OR 

flrank to ^'Friendship without deceit/* 
That done, the Captain began : 

'^However painful it may be to a 
mind of any feeling to telate the errors 
of apast life,y^et an ingenuous confession 
of theiu to a^enerous heart will always 
nieet with more or less degree of pity, 
and, wliere they cannot approve, they 
will not^too harshly condemn. Such 
a man I think I have found in you ; 
I shall, therefore, witliout any disguise^ 
inform you, of what you mayperhaps 
^eem better concealed than avowed. 

"^^■■^^ I am the second son of a noble- 
man of very high rank, but of what 
kingdom you must excuse nie naming 
at prescnt. I was brought up und er 
tbe immediate care of my father, and a 
divine of great abilities, and greater 
. virtues, was the preceptor bis diligeht 
care procured for us. Aly brother an:d' 



IIOURORS OF VEXTOLIENE. QS 

inyself were tlie only chiklrcn my ^ 
parents were blessed with, as tliey 
ofteii emphatically tcrnied it ; and, a» 
oui* fortunes were large, we received a 
suitable educatioii. At the age of 
seventeen^ the different masters tliat 
had attended us were dischargcd, and, 
as there was but one year diffcirnce in 
the ages of my brother and mysclf, \vc 
were to make the Tour togethcr. Cur 
heavenly preceptor, for by tliat appel- 
lation he deserves to bc distingnished, 
attended us on our travels. Wo Avere 
to be absent four years; a suitable 
estabhshment was provided for us, and 
we set outi 

* ' My brother, thougli a young man of 
Tsound sense and quick perception, had 
at times given our tutor some pains, tö 
incolcate into his breast the necessity* 
of complying with the moral duties of 
his characterj but, proud ofthat con- 
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■^sequeiice to whicli he vras born, aild 
iiaturally attached to tlie freedom of the 
World, he entered into the pleasures of 
it, with more avidity than prudence, 
and, in a short time after cur arrival at 
Paris, became involved in several 
very disagreeable situations. There 
are never wanting in every city, women 
ever ready to take advantage of any 
young man, who is known tQ possess a 
liberal income and large expeetations. 
It was not long before he was engaged 
in an amour with a married woman, 
whose husband winked at the crimes 
of his wife, and never appeared so 
happy, as when she was surrounded by 
a train of unexperienced youths, whose 
^ pässions sheexcited, and whose credulity 
she played on. The young, the gay, 
th« cbarming, were all forsaken for this 
insidious woman. It had been the 
rage in England, some time, to adore 
none but those already joined in the 



:iT*». 
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bands of wedlock. Various were tlie 

stratagems iiiade use of to entangle nie 

'in a similar passion. 'No one,' tlicy 

Said, ^could possibly be tliought a 

young man of fashion without entering 

ä fanglaisCy into the mode.' Our pre- 

ceptor saw with pain the encourage- 

ment given to such pursuits by ail 

/anks and conditions. He endeavoured 

to detach my brother from the parties 

he had formed, Ijy requeisting him to 

join in those composed of young people 

of agcs similar to his own, but nought 

availed. He would, in compliance 

with his wishes, stay a short time ^* 

among them ; then, under one pretext 

or another, contrive to qnit them, and 

hasten to the assemblies of this woman. 

In a short time, it was evident he was 

firmly attached to her, as she had art 

enough to make him believe, that she 

breathed for him alone. She was above 

double his age^ and the mother of se- 
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veral children ; tM^o of them as olcl as 
my brother. All this was represented 
to him in tlie mildest terms, by Doctor 
L'Antoine, and all tlie foUy attendnig 
such a conncxion ; but he was deaf to 
all that could be said. TheDoctor, find- 
ing all remonstrance vain, forbore to. 
iirge him further, leaving it to time^ . 
and his own good sense, to see liis 
error* 

'*One day, I went with the Doctor, 
on a visit to a fellow-student's of his,: 
whom the good old man represented 
as one of the most amiable and deserv- 
ing characters in existence; but, at 
the same time, the most unhappy. 
lie had married, early in life, an amia- 
ble woman, some years older than him- 
self. By her he had thrce children,; 
one son, and two daughters; the young- 
^st had bee4 married several years to. 
an öfficer of marines, and livcd, thougli: 



"% 
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poor, tolerably content ; the eldest, thea 
about thirty-six, on^ of thc most ac- 
complished and deserving women of 
the age, was married to a gentleman, 
wlien she was about twcnty ; and, as 
she had but little fortune, it was 
thought tliat marrying her from liking 
only, they would be completcly happy. 
He was some few years oldcr than hcr- 
self. At first, hc took great pains to 
introduce his wife every-where, and 
boastcd of her charms and acconiplish- 
ments ; but, as soon as flic novelty 
ceased, he unmasked, and .shewcd liim- 
self the tyrant. For some years she 
bore his cruelty without a miirmur, 
and endeavoured tohideher sufferings 
in her omu bosom : but her health bems: 
injurtd l^y tlieni, she Avas obliged to be 
removed to her fatlier's; wherc, in . 
tlic dcHrium attcnding the fever she 
had, she told what she had iind^ 
gonc for twelve or fourtecn years. ^liis 

) 
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induced her father to make those en* 
quiries t^at before he had no idea of 
doing; and,from all the circumstances, 
he was convinced, that if his daughter 
returaed to the. brüte, her husband, 
her life would Äost certainly become 
the sacrifice. He therefore objected to 
hier return, and insisted upon her re- 
siding with him ; ^vhen her husband 

;■* ifpund this resolution about to be 
adopted by his wife, he made use df 
ijsCöercive measures to enforce her re- 
turn to his house, though, at the same 

^ . time, he had a mistress in it, who 
" ifeigned with the same despotic sway 
over him, as he did over his helpless 
wife. 



'^i 



** Mr. Brisac, for that was the name 
of this tyrant, was one day in Company 
with my brother and a large party of 
yo^ng noblemen, being what is called 
a wkn of the world, and his fortune 
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enabling him to mix with the first 
families» The insinuating manners he 
could put on, whenever he had any 
prospect in view,rendered him an accep- 
table companion ; he was ever ready to 
forward any scheme, so others paid for 
it ; and having a ready invention and 
a consummate knowledge of the world, 
he never failed to have his Company 
courted. The manner in which ha 
treated his wife, was not unknown ; 
but, as she was never seen in pubUö,.^ 
she was not thought of, and ber süf- 
ferings passed on unregar<led. Thoiigh 
all afFected to blame is conduct, yet 
none was so mucli the friend of injured 
innocence, as to point out to bim the 
Avickedness of his behaviour to an 
amiable and lovely woman, for such 
all allowed her to be. From the time 
my brother became acquainted, an 
intimacy commenced, and, in a few 
'dgys, be was invited to a large Ämw^x 
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partyatliishoiise. I wasincluded inthe 
number, and, as my curiosity hadbeen 
excited by what I had heard from the 
doctor, I 1 esolved to go ; we Avent, but, 
instead of finding, asiexpected, Mrs. Bri- 
sac at the head of the table, I found a 
coarse vulgär feniale, dressed in the most 
extravagant manner, and totally devoid 
of every accomplishment, either mental 

;pr personal. Ifelt an awkward embai- 
rassment, and ventured to ask the 
dpctor, who was of the party, Whether 

.4;hat was Mrs. Brisac ? 

:*^ *^No,"saidhe; *^that is the woman 
who has so long usurped her place. 
Mrs. Brisac never appears ; she eats 
her soUtary dinner in her own apart- 
ment, sent np from the table of her 
hnsband ; you will see it presently : 
I conserited to dhie here, for tlie purpose 
of being convinced. " ' . * 
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Some time after the Company wcrc 
seated at table, I observed a small 
Cover sent away by a scrvant — thö 
doctor saw it likevvise. Dinner passed, 
but my mind was so much occupied by 
the thoughts of Mrs. B's sufferings,^ 
that I could not eat. Toasts weut 
round — it came to the doctor s tum ; 
he gave, with an air that spoke to the 
heart, *'Mrs. Brisac." The woman 
-darted a look of fury at the doctof^ 
and a threatening one to B. This did 
not pass unobserved by the Company ; 
they rose -svith pleasure, and gav^ in 
bumpers, ^^Mrs. Brisac." The woiiiaii 
got up, and left the table. '* 

^^ Come vnili me, this instant," said 
she, turning to Brisac. 

^* Not tili the glass is drunk," säid '"" 
they. -^" 
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'^ Let him do it at his pcril/^ said 
jihe, and qiütted the room. They in- 
sisted on his drinking ; he did, though 
with vjsible trepidation. A servant 
came in, Avho desired Brisac's Company 
Jh the breakfast-parlour ; he got up, 
made a slight apology, and left us. 
We looked at each other in silence, for 
some time, when we unanimonsly 
Hgreed to leave the house ; tlie cafriages 
aad servants were ordered, and, in a 
fev minutes, we departed. 

** This circum&tance was the talk 
fbr several days ; and^ though all pi- 
tied the wife, yet there was not one but 
. laughed at the husband^ as a weak, 
pusillanimous wretch ; his Company 
was shuniied by every body, and, soon 
after, it was reported that he was gone 
to 9 distant province, and had takea 
hta wife and mistress with him. 

*^About 



■;^ 
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'^ About this time, a young man 
from England became the topic of c very 
conversation. He was the Aclonis of 
that nation, and every lady, whether 
married or single, set her cap at him — 
among the rest, the mistress of my 
brother, who succeeded in drawing him 
into her snarcs. She had^ for some 
time, shewn a coldness towards my 
brother, which he had mentioned tor 
me several times ; within the last fort- 
night, he had taken up large sums to 
gratify her avarice ; but, as they feil 
jüoTt of her expectations, and he had 
drained every resource for that purpose, 
she thought it high time to look out 
for. another lover — in this young man 
she fouad one. 

^' My brother had been sincerely 

attached to this infamous woman, and, 

therefore, now feit her treachery in a 

most poignant manner. In the height 

F4i ^1 
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of his resentment, hc swore to be re- 
venged, not oniy upori the lady, but 
also upon the young man that had 
supplanted hini. Alarmedat his threats, 
* I hastened to the doctor, and earnestly 
entreated him to devise some nieans 
to take my brothcr from Paris, telling 
him the reason of niy fears. The poor 
old man, in a moment, saw the neces- 
sity of it, and v/e set about ruminating 
lipon what was best to be done. 

'^ Put him," Said I, ^' upon rescuing 
^'"Mrs. Brisac; pretend that you have . 
heard where she is immured, and that 
you want some assistance in restoring * 
her to her father : this will divcrt his 
mind from its present pursuits, and, as 
I know Mrs. Brisac is hated by this 
i friend of my brother's, he will look 
upon this as a step towards his revenge 
on the lady, by openly espousing the 
cause of a woman of vutue, 
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^* He agreed, and I hastened to my 
brother — he wasjustreturned fromthe; 
liotel of jMadame, wlicre he had beeu 
denied admittance. Frantic with rage 
and disappointed love, he Avould sally 
forth and meet his i ival, determmed ta 
sacrifice hhn to his vengeance. I en- 
deavourcd to icason with him, but all 
reasoning was vain ; fortunately, tho 
doctor entered. He pretended igno- 
rance of his pupil's attachment, ap^! 
peared absolutely regardless of hi^ agi- 
tation, and seemed in a violent Iiuny. 

^'I am come/'said hc, ^^to request 
^yoii to do for me what my old arm is 
incapable of pciiorming, '' 

'^What isthat?" Said L 

• 
*^Torescue a beautiful and unhappy 

young wonian from thc hands of a 

brutal husband. I am too ol<^ te>'tura 

F5 '>>sÄ^V 
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crrant myself, and, therefore, I eiitreat 
you to do it for me." 

'^What say you, Charles," said I, 
**to this ad venture? I must own it 
appears a singular one, and what I 
think will just do for you to begin your 
plan of revenge/' 

** How ! — revenge ! — ^what ? '' said 
liC; with impatience. 

* < < Why, revenge yourself on Madame, 
■ •who, you know, hates Mrs. Brisac. 
That lady has been carried away by her 
husband, who is, at the instigation of 
the woman he keeps, about- tä immure 
her in a convent in Italy. Nöw, if 
we could overtake them, and by some 
stratagem, get her out of his hands, it 
vould be a glorious exploit, and some- 
thing' for the world tp talk about^ as it 
would be quite a noVel tliing for ayoung 
;' ' man 
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man to espouse the cau'se of a virtuous 
woman, in defiance to the frowns of an 
impure, who leaves every man she is 
connected with for the next wealthier 
ofFer. Rouse your spirit, Charles, and, 
if we atchieve this adventure, it will 
sting her more than all you can do 
against eithcr. " 

**But you must set out directly,*^ 
Said the doctor, **if youmean to serye 
lier,as they are already a day in advarice, 
and we shall not be long before we 
return again to Paris, if we haste» 
after them immediately,"" 

*' My bmthcr paused fof a moment. 

'*I will go,"said hej *4t will be 
the means of showing her that I value 
her as little as she does me. But as to 
thatpuppy, I am determincd.t/* ^^ 
him as soon as I return. I' - 
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serve you, sir," continued he, turning 
to tlie doctor; **and, if we succeed, 
the mcrit of the enterprize must be 
yours, for I should never liave thought 
of such athing," 

*^The carnage was ordered to be 

ready in two hours, and the doctor 

^ave directions that no one should be 

ficquainted with öur departure, hör the 

ignte we nieant fo take ; for even he - 

himself was undetennined on thathead ; 

but, as wehad mentionedltaly^ thought 

it best to go thither, especially as that 

was the place of our next destination, 

as soon as my brother could be pre- 

vailed on to leave Paris ; but, as we did 

not expect to stay long, it was thought 

advisable to order our luggage to re- 

main therc, and likewise two of the 

_^yants, tili they heard from the doctor. 

" , r^? settled, we set out. 
!H'oulabe( 

W<3? 
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Wc travcllcd at a grcat rate, linder 
pretence of ovcrtaking tlie fugitivcs, 
and enquircd at evcry post for those 
we wcre sure wc sliould not liear of. 
We Iiad reachcd Moulins, bcfore we 
appcared to have tlie least glimpsc of 
thera, when tlic doctor cntercd with 
seeming plcasurc, and said, Ife had, at 
last, discovered tlieir route. Tliey 
were gone to Lyons, and from tlicncc 
meant to go down the Rhone, and stop 
at Aix, whcrc, in all probability, we 
might comeupwith tlieni. Mybrothcr 
relnctantly went on, after asking the 
doctor, Wliethcr hc^vas certain of mcct- 
ing with thcm therc ? 

*^ I am Icd to hopc so," said he; 
** you will, Charles, gain niorc honor 
by such a humane action as this, than 
by being possessed of all the courtezans 
in Paris." ' r»?/ *;< 
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'' I was continually reminding him 
of the mortification Madame would ex- 
perience when she found he so little va- 
lued her good opinion of him, as to dare 
to become the champion of a virtuous 
woman — one whom she hated. This 
idea seemed to dwell upon his mind, 
and he pursued the journey with appa- 
rent pleasure: we reached Avignon, 

'"' and meant immediately to set off for 
Aix. I had given Orders for the car- 
riage to be ready,- and we were Cross- 
ing a passage for the purpose of reach- 
ing it, when we met a gentlemany" 
whb was one of the party at Brisac's. 
After the first salutations, he informed 
>3f US, he was on his retiirn to Paris^ 
which place he would have reafched 
before, had not an accident retarded 
him. This was no other than having 
encountered the Brisac family, on 

^, their route to Barjols, where they 
: Bieant to make a stay. He himself 

;y had 
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had been there a fortnight, but was 
now on bis retiirn. I ventured to 
enquire after Mrs. Urisac, and whether 
he had seeri her or not ? lle said, He had 
not, but had been informed she AAas 
in a convent, at her own reque^t; but 
where, he could not teil. 

* *This inteüigence not only confii med 
what the doctor had said, but made 
him really carnest in rcstoring her 
to her father, who M^as in continual 
fear of hearing thedeath of bis favorite 
child. My brother, rejoiced at tlie 
rencontre, was about to inform tlie 
young man of our ostensible reasou 
for being there; when, fortunately, 
I checked him, and turncd the dis- 
course, by saying, It was our inten- 
tion to visit Italy, now we were so 
near the Alps, The young man soon 
left US, and we set out for Barjols, m.^., 
hopes to gain some intelligence as ¥fir!*? 

1 
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M'hat place Mrs. Brisac li'ad been taken; 
Ave thoiight it best not to be seen, but 
to gct oiir news froni the people of the 
house WC sliould stbp at. 

*'We arrived in the evening, and., 
under preteiice of enquiring after a 
servaut that lived with Mr. Brisac 
at Paris, we gained the införmation 
WC wanted, but it was totally different 
from that we had rcceived before; wo 
were now told, that Mrs. Brisac was still 
in the house, though confined ; that she 
liad attempted the life of her husband, 
and M'as in every respect, a very bad 
woman; for, though Mr. Brisac had 
married her without a fortune, yet she 
had never loved him.' This was the 
j)urport of what we heard from the 
hostess : we ^sked, What part of the 
house she was confined in, and whe- 
ther the servant Ave wanted was stiU 
with her, as we wished to get him. v. 



'<} 
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The wonian coulcl not teil, l)ut she 
belicvcd, in a room at thc top of 
tlie lioLisc, as tluy luul often 
h^rd niusic come froiu thcrc, when 
th(^f-wcnt to a Convcnt of the order 
of Älercy, not far distant, and sbe 
AV'Ould cndeavour to learn soniething 
aboiit tlie servant; äs to the lti(]y, 
we told her, We did not want to know 
any tliing about her. 

^' After the Avonian had Icft the 

room, we began to cast about in our 

niinds how we could convcy intelli- 

geuce to Mrs. B. of our intenti ms to 

serve her. Our preccptor tlioiiglit it 

would be the niost advisable incthod 

to go to the convent, and, under a 

pretence of seein g it, get one of tlie 

sisters to be our friend: in tliis wc hjid 

. the good fortunc to succecd, av.d % 

. good nun, mIio had six paticnts to 

..attend daily, undcrtook to deliver a 
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letter frem the doctor. It contained 
an account of our accidentally becom- 
ing acquainted with her Situation, 
and our desire to restore her to her 
father, if it was her wsh to be 
liberated. 

** Three days passed before any 
answer came, and it was hastily writ- 
ten with a pin upon a laurel leaf, 
merely to say, She had received the 
letter, and that she was totally without 
fr^ the means of answering it ; but, m 
a few days, she boped she shoulA 
The Strange idea of writing on a leaf, 
evinced at once the Situation she was 
in, and Ave determined not to quit 
the place, tili we had effected her 
escape. The doctor and mykäiwetp 
liappy, in one sense, that it coiiM not 
immediately be put into exefcution, 
as he hoped to inform her father of 
the particulais, and devise some means* 

of 
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of getting my brotlier on to Italy, 
which tliis unexpected meeting with . 
the lady prevented. 

** We spent near a week, before the 
good nun again niade her appearance 
at our little hotel. J^^ie bronght the 
doctor a long letter froirn Mrs^ Brisac, 
which stated such particulars of her 
Situation^ as made us determine^ at 
alk events, not to quit the place with- 
out her; but, she said in her letter, 
That she would not have him ruii 
any risk on her account, but beggcd 
liim to send to her father, and rcquest 
him to apply for the necessaiy War- 
rants to have her delivered to him ; 
tliis would prevent her husband from 
having any real plea for confining her; 
for, if our attempt should fall, Iie 
would then be able to substantiate 
his charges against her, whlcli the 
woman who was in the house, and licr 
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creatures, woulcl not fail to confii m ; 
as they had already given out tliat 
she wanted to elope with a yoimg 
gentleman at Paris, Avith whom, they 
Said, she had an intrigue, and tliat was 

^ thc reason the;>* deprived her of liberty, 
to prevent her from bringing disgrace 
lipon her family. Those cruel calum- 
nies, she said, would be confirmed, 
if she went from thence with any- 
other person than her father, and 
that in a legal Avay, as, otherwise, she 
.^t^.'fliould be ever liable to be brought 
back to Mr. Brisac agaig. She, 

K therefore, earnestly entreated him to 
take no further steps tili her father's 
arrival, when she should be happy if, 
b}? their Joint endeavours, she could 
get liberated and be once more r^- 
stored to peace, to which she had for 
so many years been a stranger. 

^'We all agi-eed to thejustness of her ' ' 

VeasoningV-^^;^. 
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reasoning, and resolved to Avait the 
arrival of her ftithcr. i\fy brother 
.seemed to enter into the sphit of the 
' enterprize, and only al intcrvals 
thonght ofMadamc. This gave us liopes 
that hc M'üuld rernuiuish Paris altoge- 
ther, and think no niorc of retuniing 
thithcr. 

' ^'Wc had been at Barjols ncar threc 
wecks, when the ftither of ]\Irs. r5r;sac 
arrived. lie informcd us, Tliat, ^vlien 
the doctor's letter came, it found hirix-K 
confincd to his bcd, througli iilaess 
occasioned bv oricf for tl\e. uucc rt-un 
fate of his daugl\tcr, as the slanderous 
rcport had rcached him, That t:]iC l.id 
attemptcd to elcpc Avith a ;. oi.ng 
man of fashion, bat had bvcn OLVCcted 
by her husbandj,- and hc ]\vA eOi^finfd 
her in consequence of it in soin? j hu'C 
known only to himsclf ; an:!, as :iil en- 
. quirics whicli he had made tcudcd 
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only to confirm this report, it had beeil 
niore than his strength could support, 
and he had sank under it ; though he 
could never bring himself to believe 
she had ever meant to go ofFwith any . 
gentleman, whatever attemptS; she 
might otherwise have made to escape 
from her husband. But it was impos- 
sible to describe the joy he feit on re- 
ceiving the doctor's letter ; he got up 
immediately, regardless of his illness, 
and hastened.to get the proper Warrant 
^ for her release, which he obtained on 
producing the letter, and, his own 
eharacter being so well knowTi, it was 
granted him without hesitation. He 
had travelled night and day ever since^ 
and hoped he should be at peace, now 
that he had his dear child once more 
under his protection. He took some 
^slight refreshment, and lest, by any 
tinforseen accident, he should be dis- ■< 
roveredto be at Barjols, it was thought j^ * 
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Tno3t proper to send for tlie necessaiy 
officer, and go immediately to tlie 
house and demand Mrs. Brisac» 

" Accordingly they set out, and it 
was thoiiffht best for mv brother and 
myself, together with oiir servants, to 
wait at a small distancefrom the house, 
with two carriagcs, in one ofwhich 
Mrs. Brisac, her father, and the doctor, 
were to travel, and, in the other, our- 
selves ; for w^e meant to leave Barjols 
and go on to Frejus or Nice, Mr. Dan*- ' 
ville, Mrs. Brisac's father, having a 
sister in Piedmont, with whom he 
hoped to place his daughter, as he 
sÜLOuld not think her säfe if she went 
' back to Paris with him. 

** Every thing being ready, and 
having been previously assured that 
Brisac was at home, they proceeded to 
the hoüsC; and we took qvs st^tlcws.-^ 
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agreed. They entered, and it was 
near an hour before any person ap- 
peared. To describe tny anxiety would 
be impossible, tliough I knew not why 
I dreaded every tliing. My brother 
began also to be interested; but, to 
cur great joy, avc at last saw the doc- 
tor and Mr. Danville supporting a lady, 
AvliD appeared to be so extremely weak, 
that slie was incapable of Walking 
witliout assistance ; the carriage drew 
ijp, and slie was placed in it; ours - 
% * immediately foUowed, and we drove qff 
fyil ßpeed towards Fiejus. We were 
anxious to sce a lady, of whom we had 
heard so much, and whoiqjfWe had, 
tliough iiiKlesignedly,in the first partof 
our journey, been the means of libera- 
ting. Wc cqually partook in the satis- A 
;faction of the pamit ; our carriage 
kept close to thatof Mrs. Brisac, aud 
entpred the hotel together. We 
hastened to pay our respccts to the - 
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iady, but were greatly shocked, whea 
WC came to the door of the carriage, to 
perceive her in the arms of her father, 
to all appearance dead. We lifted her 
out, and had her immediately conveyed 
to bed. The father hung over her in 
speechless agony; medical assistancc 
\»ras sent for ; the doctorS came, and 
pronounced the Iady in a high fever ; 
but, if proper care was taken of her,, 
and she could be composcd, they did 
not doubt but she would do weH. 
They begged Mr. Dainville to be coni- 
forted, and to take that repose which 
he stood so much in need of ; he with 
difficulty aequiesced, and JVIrs. Brisac 
was consigned to the care of a nurse, 
with strict Orders to watch her in the 
most attentive manner, and, if she 
il»i|hed to see any one, to immediately 
send for the doctor. 

Vol. I. G We 
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We retired with liim, and were soli- 
citous to know in what manner they 
liad been received by Brisac. He in- 
formed us, that, On tlieir enqairing at 
the houise for him, they were shewn 
into the library, and the servant went 
to iufonn him that some gentlemen 
wanted to see him. In a short time, 
he entered, but appeared greatly con- 
Tf fused, on seeing who they were. The 
officer directly made known his busi- 
3|pss, and produced his Warrant. Brisac 
hesitated, stammered, and made as 
i^ough he did not understand them, 
sa^ing, that He must certainly be mis- 
taken-iu their application, as Mrs. 
Brisac KKxdld not possibly have any 
thing to tomplain of,. and he was sure 
HO wife could be so happy as under the 
protection of her husband. *Ti||pf 
Said her father, * if the husband dis* 
charges the duties of one j but, when 

hc 
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he tramples on every solemn vow 
made at the altar, it is time for the 
wife to seek another protector/ Mr. 
Brisac was going to reply, wlien the offi* 
cer stopped him, by observing, That he 
was not comethere to ask whowas right, 
er who was ^vTong ; his Orders were, 
to demand the body of Ella Brisac, änd 
to have her delivered into the hands of 
, her father, John Francis Dainville, and 
in case of resistance to those Orders, to 
arrest Henry Brisac, or any of his 
aidois and abettors. Brisac demanded a 
sight of the Warrant; it was shewn hilto, 
and, looking out at the window, he per- 
ceived the attendant of the ofiicer in 
waiting, and instalitly concliided it 
would be niorc for his ädvantage to 
yield h^r quietly, than to refuse ; he 
flftn, with a great deal of feigned con- 
€em,' said, that Whatever pain it might 
be to him to give up a wife he liad ever 
fondly loved, yct he could not tti^vst 
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the Orders of hb Majesty ; iie should, 
th^efore, give the proper directions 
for Mrs. Brisac to be delivered up ; but 
she was so much indisposed, that he 
learedi shc could not travel. He then 
went to the door, to leave the room, 
But the officer prevented him by say- 
ing, * you are not, Sir, to leave this 
tö&äkf tili Mrs. Brisac is delivered.' Hc 
then ordered a servant to go to Mrs, 
Brisac's room, and inform her, that her 
father was arrived, and wished to see 
her directly. They waited near half 
a9;hour, before she came ; and, when 
shedid, she was supported into the room 
by two servants. On seeing her father, 
flhe fainted away, and reniained a con- 
siderable tiiiöc without sense or motion ; 
but, at length, she revived, and found 
herseif upon the bosom of her paran^ 
He briefly informed her of his intenti6iis 
to take her from thence, and wished 
to ]g|ow if it met with her approbation. 
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She assured him, it did ; he now 
ordered the caiTiage to draw up ; she 
was placed in it, and they drove ofF. 

It was some time before they could 
speak ; surpvise and joy had so far 
overcome her, that she fainted several 
times; but, at last, recovered so much 
as to teil him that She had been very 
ili, for above a week before he came, 
much worse than she had been for some 
time, though she had not been well 
since they left Paris. The letter she 
.received from the doctor had raised 
her spirits, and she began to hope she 
should be at last restored to her parent. 
She had suflFered every indignity thatJÄ 
weak and malicious mind could inflict^ 
and it had been his intention to con- 
fine her in a convent ; but, fearing that 
intelligence migh| lie conveyed to her 
father of where shef was, he had altered 
his resolution and confined her. in a 
G 3 \QWCH. 
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room at the top of the house. What 
tliey chose to send for her support, was 
brought by the woman that he kept, 
and another, her relation. No conyer- 
sation whatever passed between them ; 
they placed what she wanted in her room, 
and left hßr for the day, and she saw not 
anyperson tilltiie next. In this man- 
ner she continued, tili they came to 
demand her. 

We began to congratulate him on 
the happy terniination of this adven- 
ture ; whea he stopped us, by saying, He 
o\Yed*the fortunate result of it to the 
sensij[fl€ ädyice of Mrs, Brisac. ^We 
^alllfte her Boon, I hope, able to dis- 
play thoser=*t^lents, that so liberally 
adorn her, and you will fcel yoursdves 
liappy in her friendship.' We 3pon 
after retired to rest, |tfid, the next dajr, 
liad the happines»;' of hcaring Mrs. 
Brisac was much better. In about a fort- 
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night, she was able to leave her room, 
and, forthe first time, I had a distiiict 
view of her face. It was that kiud, 
which, though notregularly handsome, 
had something so heavenly in it, that you 
could not behold it without admiratioa 
and respect. Time, illness^ and grief, 
had made ravages ou her complexion, 
and thrown over it a sickly hue, but 
that she appeared to lose daily. She 
was about the middle size ; her person 
exquisitely formed, and, when she 
spoke, your attention was instantly 
fixed. I know not what possessed me, 
but from the first moment I beheld her, 
young as I was, I became her slave, 
unknown to myself. Before I had been 
with her a weck, I would have freely 
parted with life, to have made her 
happy ; and what astonislied nie niorc 
was the visible alteration in my brother. 
We heard no more of his Teturn ta 
Paris: Madame was no longer thouglit 
4;.^ ^^ 
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of, or mentioned, unless to draw a con- 
trast between her and Mrs. Brisac. 

* Had I loved such an amiable woman 
as Mrs. Brisac/ said he to me one day, 

* I should not have to regret my foUy ; 
she would have loved me, for myself, 
not for my fortune; — oh! what a 
damned infatuated fool I have been ! 
how Just are the doctor's observaüons ! 
Shoüld she be made acquainted with 
my aniours, and my headstrong foUy 
in pursuing them, what idea will she 
form of my morals ? certainly she will 
regard me as another Brisac. Ah! 
Frederic, I conjure thee, keep my folly 
a secret frqm her ; and entreat the doc- 
tor to do*so likewise; for, I declare 
solemnly, I would rather possess the 
esteem of such a woman as this,. than 
all the fulsome love of those, whose 
blandishments deluded my better rea- 
son, and lulled my senses in delirium. 
I fly those wretches for ever, and mJU 
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endeavour to find in the Company of 
good women, that pleasure I sought for, 
but sought in vain. How vicious and 
depraved must that man be, who could 
slight such virtues, much more defame 
them ! for, I am certain that she de* 
serves not the sraallest censure to be 
thrown upon her actions ; her soul ap- 
pears the seat of purity itself Ah ! 
why did Omnipotence permit an union, 
with souls so opposite — with one con- 
genial to her own, the bliss of angels 
would have been their lot/ 

In this manner he would talk, uot 
only tö me, but to the doctot, who 
often smiled at his sallies, lud seemed 
happy, that the pursuits of his^upil 
had taken so laiidable a turn, as h^vas 
certain there was nothing to fear froiii 
Mrs. Brisac; he knew her principles, 
and did not doubt but, when the 
grand aim was answered, of weaning 

G 5 \^^XSN. 
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him from tlie destructive Company 
he had kept, and the vices he had 
been plunged in through them, he 
would imperceptibly become attached 
to virtue, and return to my father 
every thing his fond heart could wish. 

We continued at Frejus a month, 
after IVIrs. Brisac's recovery ; and then 
proceeded to Nice, her father having 
taken the proper measures against his 
son-in-law. He was informed by his 
iiotary, that his complairit against 
Brisac had been. exhibited in due fonn, 
and every thing should be done, that 
was necessary to forwai'd the divorce. 
With this'^assurance we reached Nice, 
Mr. Dainville meaning to stay there 
with his daughter, tili their presence 
should be necessary at Paris. -.The 
doctor then proposed we s!b^8lfii^^^ 
cur leave, and continue oür^'route 
through Italy* The thoughts of part- 
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iiig M'ith Mrs. Brisac wrung me to tlie 
heart; but I was obliged to coinply, 
and hide my uncasiness within iiiy 
own breast, as I did not dare to make a 
confident of my brother, and to the 
doctor I could not communicatc my 
sorrows. I loved my brother with the 
most tender friendship; yet, I could 
not, at times, help regretling that he 
was older than mysclf : for, if Mrs. 
Brisac should obtain a divorce, shc 
would tlien be at hberty to marry again ; , 
and, as he had the advantage over nie 
both in age and fortune, I had not 
the least doubt but he would make an 
ofFer of his band to her, which M'ould 
niost assuredly be accepted. I tried all 
I could to conquer my unhappy pas- 
sion ; but, the more I struggled, the 
more entangled I became, and my 
Jbrothen who made no secret of his j 
"^attachment, appeared equally nneasyi/ 
as myself i but the doctor, who saw 
G 6 .tlw 
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the necessity of separat in g us, insisted 
on our compliance. I became per- 
fectly passive, and determined to wait 
my fate with patienc^. 

We kft NicCy and our folly, I had 

reason to believe, had not in thc 

siightest degree been suspected by Mrs* 

Brisac« Our inten tions respecting her, 

on our arrival at Baijols, were grate- 

** fuUy reftiembered by her, and she 

^ assured ua, at our departure, that she 

Ähould nerer lose sight of the obliga* 

tion» she held herseif under to us. 

'We reluctantly left the place, which 

eoätained the only objeet, I was cer- 

*&iil, I &hould ever wish to live fon 

1^ My brother became shortly the most 

ecccntric character perhaps in cxist- 

,- ence ; in the different aseemblies 

t 4^hifch we resorted to, the ladies iiamed 

r,^|^ the Proud Insensible; and the 

»säme epithet was-bestowed oh me. . In^ 

^ vain 
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vain were all their charms displayed; 
and we would of^ return to the 
doctor, who seldom accompanied us, 
disgusted and fatigued ; tired with the 
impertinences of those whom we des- 
pised, and mutually contrasting the 
affected airs, and supei-ficial acquire» 
ments of the ladies we had been, among, 
with those of Mrs. Brisac- 

We had been about a year and half 
in Italy, visiting the variousplaces, and 
the doctor had regularly corresponded 
•with Mr. Dainville, when he was-fiiin- 
formed, that the long expected diyorce 
was, at length, compleated, and that 
himself and daughter were now happy^ 
in being totally freefrom her infamous^^ 
partner; he had likewise received a 
ietter froni his son, stating he was about 
to return from the East Indies, where 
lie had been for many years, and had 
acquired a fortune faratove his expec- 

tations, 
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tations. We sincerely rejoiced at the 

happiiicss of those worthy people, but 

my brother's joy knew no bounds ; he 

told the doctor, that, as Mrs. Brisac 

was now at liberty to make another 

choicc, he should not hesitate a 

monient, when he caiiie of age, which 

would be in about three months, to 

make her an ofFer of bis band, and 

y, earnestly entreated the doctor to 

■^S apprise her of bis intöntions, and to 

j^ make use of bis interest, both with the 

father and daughter, to insure bis hap- 

pixi^ss. Tlie good old man was 

amazed ; at length he asked my 

broflier, Whether he knew wbat be had 

befen saying? ' Certainly,' said he, 

**? and I hope you will indulge me in 

' complying with it.' — ^The doctor was ' 

now more confbunded than before. He 

pointed out to him the absurdity of 

liis request, and the utter inipössibility 

pf its being complied with» * Why 

Sir ?* . 
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sir?' Said niy brothcr, ^ what is thci*e 
to object to in this lady ? slie is not 
like that I was engaged with at Paris ; 
have yoii not aliowed her, yoursclf,.4p 
possess every shining virtuc ?' ' True,' 
Said he, ^I have; but that does not argue 
I should in any shape contribute to j^our 
attachment to Mrs. Brisac ; besides, her 
good sense and rectitude of heart will 
ever show her the impossibility of such 
an Union. In the first place, she is 
many years older than yoursclf ; and in 
the second, the difterence of rank and 
fortutie : therefore lay aside, I bcseech 
you, every idea of the kind, and let me 
have the satisfaction of returning you 
to your father, the same aniiable/»ad 
deserving young men you both were 
when you left him.' 

*^ My brother sullenly assehted to 
what our preceptor said, tliough I cvi- 
dently saw, by his looks^ that he was. 

determinecT' 
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determined that Mrs. Brisac should not 
remain in ignoränce of his love for her ; 
and, though he gave his consent to the 
^oposed return to my father, in about 
a fortnight, yet I was convinced that 
he either meditated a visit to Mrs. 
Brisac, or elsewould devise somemeans 
to prolong our stay in Italy. What 
he said to the doctor alarmed him; 
f and, äs he knew my father's intentions 
^ <grespecting the establishment of his sons, 
he wrote home, to request him to 
appoint a time for our return, as he 
only waited his commands for that 
purpose. The letter was immcdiately 
sent ; but, before ithad been gone three 
ditf^j he received one from my father^ 
ji ordering our return, as my mother lay 
dangerously ill. This circumstance 
the doctor thought lucky, and he haff^ 
tened to communicate it to us. 

yl loved xny parents tenderl)% and 

attached 
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attached as I was to Mrs. Brisac, and 
unwilling to leave a spot near which 
she resided, yet the idea of my mother's 
danger Struck me forcibly, and I deter- 
mined to let niy sccrct rc niain withia 
myown bosom, andto return, without 
the least reluctancc, to niy parents; 
though I made a secret vow ncvcr to 
marry any otherwoman; and, although 
many reasons concurred to convinee 
xne that I never should have that hap- 
piness, yet I was resolved to remaiu 
Single, let my father's inten tions be 
what they would. I knew my brother's 
inflexible disposition, and trembled at 
the ideaof his, probably by thatmeans, 
becoming the husband of Mrs. Brisac. 
The bare idea drove me to madness; I 
had no one to whom I could impart 
my folly ; for, if known to my brothier, 
it might lead him on to some act of 
violence, and I loved him too well t# 
give him any uneasiness. 
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^^ When he was informed of the 
Contents of my father's letter, he ap- 
peaied much hurt at the intelligence ; 
but, whether it arose from the danger 
of niy mother, or the suddenness wilh 
which he was summoned, I could not 
find out, as he had been for some days 
much on the reserve with me. How- 
ever, he agreed to what the doctor said 
respecting our immediate return, and 
gave Orders accordingly. He said, He 
should hasten to pay a few visits in 
the neigbbourhood, before his depar- 
ture, and be ready in a few hoursi^^,; 

'^ The doctor, as soon as he was 
gone, said, He was happy to think m^c 
were sununoned, as it would make 
it appear that no constraint was put 
upon iny brother's inchnations, and / 
be the means of detainius: him from 
a lady, whom he^never could possessj ^. . 
|f. and Avhose character M^as too sacred to Ji 
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be trifled with. She was the daughter 
of his most early friend ; a woman, 
whose past sufterings entitlcd her to 
respect and veneration, and one whose 
good sense should preclude every hope 
that his addresses would be aoe^ptable 
to her, much inore meet with the con- 
currence of her father. I heard all, 
and sighed involuntarily. 11? there is 
HO chance for my brother, thought I, 
what can thtre posüibly be for nie? 
Yet, still, I hugged the fond dclusion. 

" He returned in about three hours, 

and, soon after, we set out for home ; 

but, before we arrived, my poor mother 

had breathed her last, and my father's 

life was thought in danger, from. .the 

anxiety he had suffered respecting her. 

/ llc rcceived us with fevcry mark of 

.j.\:.^jl|easure and satisfactign^ and mc had 

^i^i^Äife;happinc^^^ liim rccover liis 

Sgj^Jfc.;"J|||Jth aud seremty. Ile shortly aftcr 
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proposed a journey to one of his seats^ 
which lay at a small distance from that 
at which we then were. My brother 
came of age; but, on account of our 
recent loss, it was not kept. Hü M^as 
attentive to my father, but appeared to 
be under considerable re&traint, and 
studiously avoided the Company of 
every one. My father, who had at 
first noticed his reserve, thougbt it 
ai ose froni the loss we had sustamed ; 
biit, V iic n he obscrved it daily increäse, 
he sent for the doctor, who had left us 
about a month, oa a visit to his rela* 
tions. When he arrived, my father 
related the melancholy of his son, and 
asked his opinion of thö cause of it. 
Tliough the doctor guessed the reason, 
yet he did not choose. to avow it, but 
Said, It M'ould be most advisable for 
my father to have some conversatioh, 
himself, with my brotl>er on theaub* ; 
ject, and toproposehis'üHitinghiujiBelf a*». 

■ • •% 
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mth a lady, wliom my father liad 
often Said, he sliould like to see his 

daughtei-in-law. 

« 

*^ Agreeably to this ad vice, my bro- 
ther was sent for to my father, who 
asked him i vast number of questions, 
to all of which he gave sullen and eva- 
-sive answers ; and, when tlie lady was 
proposed to him, he rose up, and, in an 
agitated manner, told my father, tliat, 
As to his marrying, it was a subject 
very foreign to his present intentions; 
but, if he ever did unite hiniself to any , 
lady, it would not be any one ti 
could be proposed to him, as his heaft 
was already pre-engaged. My father s 
pride was alaimed, and he sternly de- 
manded Towhom? Mybrother, with- 
t)ut thc least hesitatiol^,^ related everv 
particular of his intimacy with the 
lady, and concluded by observing, 
that, if not united to Mrs. Brisac^ other- 
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wise Miss Dainville, he was resolutely 
determined tiever to marry at all. My 
fatlier and the doctor both admired his 
candoi', but condemned liim, for in- 
dulging such a preposteroiis attach- 
ment; but all arguments were vain, 
and he continued in his reSolution. 

*^ I have often thought since, that, 
had I been interrogated, at the samer 
time, on the same subject, what would 
have been my father's surprise, to have 
heard his other son.make a similar 
declaration, that, if not united to Mrs. 
■ Brisac, he would never marry any orii«r, 
and that the very lady, for whom we 
^ were making those resolutions, was 
totally Ignorant of our afFectiöns for 
her; atJ^t, I was ccrtain, she >va$ 
unacqüainted with mine. 




^' My father ordered him frotn 
presence, with a strict injunctiop to 
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think no more of Miss Daiuvillc. The 
doctor and he hacl a long convcrsation 
about my brother. What thcy resolvcd 
on I knew not My brotlier cüd not 
appear at dinncr, but ordeied sonic- 
thing to be served up in bis own apart- 
ment, where no one was permitted to 
«ee him, but bis coufidential servant, 
who Said bis inaster was indisposcd, 

'* Three days passed thus, without 
my seeing bim, even at breakfast. On 
the fourth, my fatlier sent bis man to 
cnquire after him. He returned in a 
few minutes, witb astonisbment on bis 
countenance, saying, tbat, ncitber my 
brother^ nor bis servant, wcre tbere, 
and a)i bis travelling equipage was 
gone. Infant searcb Avas made, and 
we fpund it true. A note lay on tbe 
blble^ in l]jis dressing room, whicb said, 
t, Unwilliug to give pain, by an ob- 
. jstinate rcsistance, to a fetbcr wbom lie '^i 
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^ revered, being of age, and of course at 
liberty to make a choice for himseß^^ 
lie thought it most prudent to Withdraiw 
from a place, which the frowus of a 
parent could not fall to *make too dis- 
agreeable'for him. The amiable womau 
whom he loved had taught him the 
value of money, and the fortune he 
already possessed was sufficient to 
enable him to support the dignity of 
his charactör, if he avoided those quick- 
sands which had nearly proved fatal 
to him at Paris. He should always, he 
Said, pray for the happiness of his 
|>arent, and hoped, that, in time, he 
would forgi\'e him for the step he had 
■^ taken. 

' ^^ My father stood for some mo- 

ments lost in thought ; at last, turning 

to the doctor, hesaid :— -* I will pursue? 

this head-strong boy, and yoUj, my 

■ ^ friend, must be .my guide. Frederic 
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shall go with us, lest, during our ab- * 

sence, he shoulcl do the same/ Ta 

describe wliat I sufFered would be im- 

possible; my heart feit an agony I cannot 

express* I saw Mrs. Bi isac lost to nie for 

ever, as I had not the least doubt^but 

he wasgone toPiedmont, where, I un- 

derstood by the doctor's discourse, 

she jstill was. By some further conver- 

sation between him and my father, I 

was certain niy brother liad made 

knoM^n Ins prctcntions to Mrs. Brisac's 

father, as the last lettcrthe doctorhad 

leceivcd had intimated as much ; but 

what Mr. Dainville's opinion was I 

could not Icarn. Ilowevcr, I could 

not hclp rejüicing in the tliought, that 

niy inclination was unknown, as, by that ."^ 

means, I shoulcl, with my father, hävc 

the happincss of again visiling a spot, 

the most dear to nie on cartli, though 

I were to find, on my arrival therc, tl)c 

• Vol. I. H object / 
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objectof my afFections, thewife ofmy 
brother. 

'^ Orders were gi ven to have e vcry thing 
got ready directly for our departure. 
The confusion occ^sioncd by them 
kcpt my mind in a State, tbat admitted 
not of reflection, and I found myself 
in an botel at Paris, before I rccollected 
clearly the nature of our journey. My 
brother had been traced to tbat place ; 
he^taid but one night there, and then 
set off ; but what route he had taken, 
was not known. Äfy father and the 
doctor concluded he was gone to . 
Piedmont, and. wc immcdiately fol- 
Ipwed. No intelligcnce c*ould we get 
of bim, tili our arrival at Aix, whcrehe . 
bäd been about a week previous to our 
fcoming ; but whether he was gone to 
Nföe, or Turin, they could not teil. 
We procecded ou to Nicc. Thcre we,.;;^ 

learriV 
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learnt, that Mr. Dainville and family 
hacl left that place for Turin ; niy 
brother liad not bcen lieard of ; we 
thercfore concluded he was gone thither 
also. We could not learn in what part 
of Turin they had taken np tncir rcsi- 
dence ; but my father was detcrniined 
to follow. 

" We had bcen there above a fort- 
night, without cbtaining the least in- 
formation. My brain, through anxicty, 
dread, and I know not what, bccanie 
like one in delirium. I talkcd inrohe-, 
rently, and formed a thousand projects, 
Avhich vanislied as soon as madc. One 
moment I would fly to thc window, 
and watch V. ith earnestness evcry pas- * 
smg fcmalc, in hopes to discovcr Mrs. 
Brisac. 

^,^vi ** J was one niorning amusiug my- 
^^gßi'm this niaimcr, wheu L tUovi^Kt 1 
■ Ha V \\vivsxvi 
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heard a voice I kncw. I leaiied over 
tlie balcony ; it rained. I saw t>vo 
ladies and a gentlemaii who were wait- 
ing for a carriage. The same voice spoke 
again to the servanty and bid him draw 
up there. What was my surprise and 
joy, when I recognized Mr. Dainville ! 
I was before him in a moment. The 
astonishment of Mr. Dainville was 
equal to my own ; but I feit a severe 
disappointment, in not finding in either 
of the ladies the öbjeet of my heart. 
I enquired after Miss Dainville. Ile said 
She was well, but at present some distance 
from Turin. Tlie ladies had got into 
the coach ; Mr. Dainville dcsired me 
to Step in also, and if it was agreeable 
to accompany him hoöae — he had much 
to say to me.- « , 

'' Oveijoyed that I had made a, dis?- 
covery, and could now be c£ 
where they resided, I stepped in 
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ftlacrity. When we were seated, Mr. 
Dainville introduced me to the ladies. 
One, I found, was his son's wife; thc 
other his youngest daughter, married 
to an officer. They were both aniiablc 
lovely women ; but their charms, I 
thought^ feil Short of those of Mrs. 
Brisac. I was anxious to learn the 
cause of her absqnce from the capi- 
tal, especially as. she had so many 
inducements to bjp in it. He said, he 
could not suppose nie iguorant of 
the reason. I told him indeed I was, 
as we did not come to Turin with my 
brother, but to seek him. ' Is my cid 
friend with your' säid he. I answercd in 
the affirmative. * Then he has not recci v- 
ed mv letter,' returned Mr. Dainville, 
* apprising him of this circumstaiicc. ' I 
said I would convincehim, if hewould * =? 
giveus leave, that not only the doclor^* 
.^tiftd myself, but also my father| would bc 
appy to sce him. ' Then, tili I have 
i II 3 XVöX, 
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that plcasure,' saicl he, ' I \vill bt 
silcnt; you shall see that none of niy 
family can be un grate! ul for the Ser- 
vices yourself and youv brother have 
rendcred it.' 

" As he Said this, the coach stopped 
at an elegant house, near tlie grand 
Square. As we ascended the Steps, a 
yoimg inan advaneed to the ladies. 
Mr. Dainville introduced him as bis 
son, and me to them as the gentleman 
Mrs. Brisac had so often mentioned. 
He accosted me with heartfelt grati- 
tude, and said. He lon^d to pay bis 
respects to the doctor, to whom he 
owed many obligations, and that re- 
specting his sister not the Icast. 

. *' After some general conversation, 
I requested them to acconipany mfe 
our hotel. Apologiziug to the la 
tlicy drove with nie- thither. I fo\}f 
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niv fathcr uneasv at mv absence; but 
Avhen I told them whom I had brought, 
they wcre satisficd. After the first 
complinients, my father made some 
enquiries respecting my brother, not in 
the least doubting but they kiiew 
where he was. Mr. Dainville briefly 
related, That my brother had made 
overtures to him and his daughter ; 
but, though they were greatly honored 
by those ofFers, yet they could not 
think of accepting them for scvcral 
reasons. The first was, the disparity 
of tbeir ages; the next, Mrs. Brisac's 
want of fortune, and her inferior birth : 
That my brother had received their , 
ans wer, had cndeavourcd b)^ argu- 
menta to set aside cvery objectipn, and 
seemcd determined, at all events, to 
persevere in his intentions ; in conse- 
e of which, Mrs. Brij^ac had left 
in, and gone to speiul somc tinic at 
.11 4 a^fricndX 
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a friend's, tili slie should hcar of liis 
depaiture from thence. 

*•* With this account all my liopö 
fled, and I instantly became dejected. 
^I must see this daughter of your's/ 
Said my father ; ' when will you permit 
me to pay my respects to her?' — * To- 
morrow, sir/ if agreeable.' * Is my 
son at pre3ent in Turin?' said he* 
Mr. Dainville could not teil — ^he had 
not Seen him lately. Was it knowÄ 
Avhere he resided? Mr. D. gave his 
directions ; a servant was immediately 
sent. My father thanked him for 
the just and honorable manner in 
which he had acted, and begged to 
liäve the honor of seeing his daughter, 
to thank her also. T:%ey then departed ,--. 
with the doctor. 



•'*' My father spoke Uutiittle qu 
subject to me, and, in about au lioi 
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tlie servant returncd, saying, The 
gentlcman had Itft the hotel tbrce 
wccks ; but they faucied he meant to 
return, as his luggage was still there, 
and the apartments kept. My father 
sent a letter, informing him of our 
arrival, and requcsting to see him, 
as soou as he returned. This was 
ordered to be delivercd to hhn the 
moinent he came back. This done, 
jny father Icft nie to niy own reflcc- 
tions. 

** I wanted scven nionths of bcing* 
of age. I was led to hope that niy 
father M'ould stay in Picdmont tili that 
period, when I Mas determingd^ if ]\Irs. 
Brisac was still unengaged, to'make her- 
an öfter of my band ; and, if she refused 
-' it, I was resolvecl to quit my nati\ c 
cüuntry for ever. With these thoughts 
^■fJ passed the hours that intcrvened, be- 
t^J ■ forewe werc to gotoMr. Dainville's. At 
#^ - II 5 leut^th.. 
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length, tlie time came; my heart beat 
high, and as I approached the room, I 
almost wished I might not see her. 
llowever, I cntered ; she arose with her 
^ sisters to receive us. My father, with 
a politeness natural to him, paid his 
complimcnts to 'all ; but his attention 
seemed riveted to Mrs. Brisac; she took 
niy band in the most friendly manner, 
and turning to my^ather, said, 'Tothis 
gentleman, my lord, and yoiir othcr 
amiable son, and the good doctor, I* 
owe the happiness I at prcsent cnjoy, 
and shall regard myself bound to tlieni 
by the strictest tics.of gratitude.' She 
looked more lovely than ever, and I 
could not hclp thinking, she rcgarded 
. 'inie with peculiar tenderrfess. 



^' The A isit passcd, niy father re- *^^ 

tnrncd, and, in Observation onth^visit, 

saiil, that he did not wonder at his^ 

.son's partiality; for, if heliadnot bc^jj^ 

• - intbrniÄl^ 

, '-''S 
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infornied of her age, hc should not 
have supposed her more thaii twcnty. 
He thouolit that she receivcd his 
tliaiiks, in a rnanncr tliat niade him 
half in love wilh her hismelf. The 
doctor sniilcd, and remarked, she was 
a woman of real good sense, * and those 
^\omcn, ' Said he, ' never get old ; thcir 
mental charnis make them appcar ever 
!)U>omiiig, as atfectation of cveiy kind 
is hanishcd fVoni their hosoms; hat 
tliey are very rare ; I must confess I am 
anadniirer of theni myself, when tlicv 
fall in niy' way, old as I am.' Tliis 
sally made us laugh, and I spent th(^ 
evening in hctter spirits than I UaJ 
known für some time past. 

'' Wehad bccn l\ve >vceks at Tiiiin. 
after I lirst saw ?,rr. Dainville, aud nb 
iiews had bcen receivcd of my brothcr 
— his luggage was still therc. My . 
father had made scveral visits to Mr- 
II 6 Daiuvillc's ; 
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Dainville's ; but, being in mourning, 
did not appear in public. He seemed 
to be as anxious to pay his respecüte. 
there as Tnyself. Every day increased' 
niy passion, and I began to think the 
lady was not indiftcrent to him. This 
idea no sooner entered my head, than 
I found varioLis rcasons to confirm it. 
This was more than I could support, 
and I concluded, that, if my father 
niade her an offer, she certainly would 
not reject him, as he was more suitable 
to her in point of age, and ashis person 
was remarkably fine. 

*' I visited as usual, and every day 
sefved more to confirm my conjectures; 
though I frequently thought that her 
lopks to me expressed the most be- 
witching kindness, but tempeitid witli 
a reserve, that seemed at times to check 
every aspiring hope. My father made 
no mention of leaving Turin, but 
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seemecl as if he mcant to tukc up bis 
residence there altogctlicr. At Iciigtli, 
nif suspicions werc rcalized. I was 
sitting in decp thought rcflcc'ting ou 
wliat my brothcr avouUI say, ^\vYe he to 
form the same conjccUircs, ^hcn tlie 
doctor entered the room, and with, as 
I thought, a niore than usually grave 
countenance. * I am conio/ said hc, 
' my dear pupil, to inform you of the 
inten tions of vour father.' ' Good 
God/ said I, ^he does not mean to go 
from here, does he r' 

*' Whcther the doctor suspcctcd my 
attachment or not, I cannottell; but the 
eager manner in which I spoke alarmed 
liim, and, after a short pause, lie said : 
* No, it is not his Intention to leave this 

place, but ' and he stopped. * But 

whatr' cried I, ^for God's sake, relievQ;^ 
my mind from this suspense.' — 'You 
must promise nie not to be aifected at 
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^v]mt I shall say tlien.' ' I will,' saül 
I, ' let it be whatevcr it may, so 'tis 
not to say tliat any accidciit has hap- 
pent'd to tliose tliat are dear to me. Are 
niy fathcr, brother, and Mrs/ Brisac 
well?' * They are all so, I hope,' said 
lie : ^your brother, you know, we have 
not hcardof, and your fatlicr and iV'Irs. 
iJrisac I Icft very m'cU just *now/ 
^What! are thcy togetlierr' said I. 
'Your father is at niy fricnd's now,' 
said he, ' and I belle ve nieans to niakc 
au öfter of bis band to....' Ile sto])|)ed. 
/ToMrs. Brisae, is it not?' saicl I. 
^ It is,' said be. ' Tis enough,' eried 
I ; " and now, farewell to every hQj>e.,/ 

^' I wasaboutto say more, but my 
seuscs forsook me. Tbe good man 
reeovered me, but it was only to teel 
my wretcbedness, without the power of 
alleviation. I rose np and traverse^l 
tbe room in a phrenzy. I cursed my 

existeuGc; • 
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Texistence, and die monicnt I lirst drcw 
breatli ; the next, would pray for blcss - 
ings 011 my ifatlicr. Oh ! how I pilicd 
niy brother! At leiigtli, ovcrcome witli 
distracting passiuns, I droppcd into a 
kin.d of Stupor. The good num took 
advaiitage of niy passivcuess, and liad 
mc convcyed to bcd. Betöre n^iOining, 
I was in a raging fcner. I raveil in- 
ccssantly on ]\Irs. Brisac, ihen on niy 
latlicr, and bcggcd earnestly to sce niy 
brothcr. F^om tliosc ravinga, my fa- 
lber was made acqiiainted with tlic 
State of niy hcart; that State I had tio 
anxiously keptfrohi every one. Oh ! 
i\\y God! what Avere my sufferings ! 

^' At length, my reason rctnrned ; 
but I bad lain above three Mccks inscn- 
sible to every thing. Theh a gleam of 
recoUection darlctl aeross my mind, and 
the thought of seeing Mrs. I:ri;>ac the 
wife of my father, rushed likc a torrent 

to 
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to niy rcniembrance^ Convinced that 

I was unable to bear this^J determincd, 

äs soon as an opportunity presented 

itself, and I had streugth to accomplish 

it, to Icave the residence of my father 

for €ver; and, like my brother, keep 

the place of niy abode a secret from 

every one. This resoliition foniied, in 

Order to accelcrate my recovery, I took 

^very thing tlicy ofFercd me, and, at 

last, tbiind I had strength to sit up, 

and, in a few days, to pass from room 

to room. I had not ventured to ask a 

Single question ; and, when my good 

preceptor came, whicli he did daily, I 

remained obstinately silent. He saw 

my distress, and pitied it. He was 

convinced I dreaded to hear a confir- 

. mation of my fears ; tliose fears, hc 

iseemed, by his looks, to dissipate; my 

mind could admit but of one idea, and 

^very other was absorbed in that.^ I 

%vaited a favorable^noment, and^ with 
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about a hundred pounds Sterling in my 
pocket, quitted Turin. 

'* I would not venture near the house 
ofMr. Dainvilie, butwent outatan op- 
posite gate. It was the great post road 
to Genoa. I reached it, and, after afew 
hours stay, proceeded to Florence. I 
was now near the states of the church. 
A thought Struck me ; * I will embrace 
the religion of niy ancestors/ said I, 
* and become a recluse. What have I 
further to do with the world?' 

'*At tbat instant, a mendicant priest 
approached, and earnestly intrcated my 
charity. He was tall, and rather stout- 
ly tnade, with mild pleasing features, ; 
that bore the marks ofrecent sonow. 
*Iwill give thee/ said T, *thcwhole 
of what little. I pössess, if thou canst 
procure, for a wretqh like me, a place 
of jest' He startOTi bowcd, crosscd 
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hJmsclfi advanced a few steps, then 
drew back, looking earnestly in my 
face* 'Be not alarnied, fatlier/ said 
1, ^ I mean what I say ; find nie a 
place of rest ; and, as far as my means 
will go, I will reward you ! ^ Come 
with me/ i^aiä he, **thou, son of sor* 
jow ; J will takc thee where those clouds 
tÜat overhang thy brow stall be chased 
away/ 

'* He walked slowly on ; I followed, 
my weakness not permitting me to go 
fast. We left the city, entered the 
fields, and walked tbrough three of 
them. He then Struck to the left, and 
began to ascend a liill. He assisted me 
to walk. ^ You are very weak,' said 
he ; ^ you shall stop here, ' pointing to 
a little cot in the middlQ of an oliw 
grove; *Ihave a friend here, from 
whom you can receive assista^ce ; 'tis 
not tlie place I n^nt to takcf you to, 

hixt 
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but I see you cannot go farther.* Thus 
sayitig, we entered the house. A wo- 
inan and a child were employed in 
reeling silk. She arose at our entrance : 
*you must get »ometliing for this 
young man, Zephirine,' said he, *for, 
he Stands in need of rest and refresh- 
ment. ' * Ah ! father, ' said the wonian, 
' mine is but a poor bed ; bUt, if he 
cau make shift to lay down on it, he 
is very welcome.* 'Any where will 
do/ said L 

*^ She led me to a room, in which 
was^a small bed, and a few other necesr 
^ry articles, all poor, but very clean. 
On this bed I laid myself down, and, 

in a few niinutes, she returncd witlv 
somewine, a bunch of grapcs, and 
some biscuit ; I took sonie, and ftlt, 
revivcd. Totally regardless of where 1 
WaSj^I endeavoured to compose myself 
to sleep, and soon o))taim?d it. I lay 
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some hours in a profound lepose, and, 
Avhen I awoke^ I found myself much 
refreshed. I went into the outer room* 
^ Aly mother will come again present- 
ly,' Said the Httle girl I saw atniy en- 
trafice ; * slie h gone to get something 
foryou.' 

'^Whilst I stood admiring some 
werk the little one was employed in, 
the mother entered. She seemed glad 
to see me look better, and hastened to 
set before me several articles which she 
thought would be öf use to me. I 
asfced for the father, and was informed 
he would be there in about an-hour. 
It was then near dark; I took some 
wine, which she urged me to drink, 
saying, It would rouse my spirits. The 
honest simplicity that appeared in her 
countenance charmed me. I asked 
several questions respecting her jitua- . 
tion in life. She said; Her husband 
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was a doniestic of the Cardinal Gerini; 
that a nephew of the Cardinal resided 
at a palace, a shert distance from 
thence, to wliich place fathcr Theo- 
dore was gone. 

**Neartwo hoiirs passed betöre he 
came. When he saw me iip, and so 
much better, he appcared pleased. 
'Areyou able/ said he, 'to proceed 
about a league further? if you can, I 
will take you, and I think thereyou Avill 
find accömmodations that you cannot 
have here.' I thanked him, and said, 
I was certain I could. walk it. I satisfi- 
ed my kind hostess, and we set forward. 

, '* As we walked, he informed «ne, 
tiiat he was going to take me to the 
Bönoni Palace, where resided a young 
nobleman, nephew to Cardinal Gerini, 
whose only fault was that of being too 
gay. Uß loved pleasure, let it come 
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Rrrayed in what garb it might. His 
grand wish was to make öthers as gay 
and volatile as himsclf. The domestic 
cliaplain of this yoiing nobleman was 
the particular friend of father Theo- 
dore ; and, as I seemed to be oppressed 
by sorro\v, a thought Struck him, that 
he could not do nie a greater service, 
than by desiringthechaplain to permit 
nie to be with him for a few days, tili 
the nature of niy griefs could be known. 
I did not appear to be altogether un- 
worthy of his notice ; n,iy appearance, 
he had told him, bespoke me the 
gcntlcman.- 

** Ilowever bcnevoieut your inten^. ' 
ticftis niigfit bc, fatlicr, towards nie,'. 
Said I, '^^by tlius procuring me an höi?- 
pi table roof, yet I must heg leave to 
decline going thither. I am whollyit!- 
capal^le of making a proper return for 
so much goodness, and absoluteJy 



>as^J^ 
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averse to all kind of Company. I 
wisli only to hide me from the world, 
and, in niy own breast, to rcpose my 
sorrows.' * Yoii are wrons:, voium* 
man,' Said he, ' your unliappiness, let 
it arisie from wliat cause it niay, oiight 
to be dissipated, not indulged. It will 
be tirae enougb, twaity years hcnce, 
to seek retirement, when you can no 
longer find solace in society, or honesty 
among mankind. When you bavc 
read the great volume of nature, witli 
more prccision than you havc ahcady 
done, and wlicn tirnc has taught you 
not to draw toohasty conclusions from 
any one cireumstance, tlien Avill be the 
time to quit the world, and then the 
hour to reconcilc you to your fate. 
You have now a just and good licart ;. 
.becareful to keep it so, and you will, 
atlast, enjoy thathappiness, whichyou 
think you havc lost. SufFer not your- 
sclf to be contaminated by vice, by 
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wilfullyrunning into errors, whicliyour 
better judgment will condemn ; but 
keep in the medium way; and,- when 
tejiiptatioiistoo rudely assail you, tlünk 
of father Theodore, and avoid them.' 
^— I liad not time to reply; for, as he 
concluded the last words, the stately 
porticos of Bononi Palace appcared ia 
view. We entered; my conductor led 
me to the apartments of father Peter; 
he received us with great politeness. 
^ This is the youth,' said father Theo- 
dore, ^ whom I met to day in the city, 
and for whose griefs I feel respect' 
^You are welcome, sir,' said father 
Peter, ' to the liouse of my lord ; and, 
what little Services I can render you, 
command thcm. You are at present 
unhappy, and the nature of your unea- 
siness I am not acquainted with. This 
cvening you must spend with me, and 
to-morrow, I will intix)duce you to my 
lord; he is now from home.' 
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*' I bowed my thanks, for, I was 
unable to speak I regarded both tlxo 
father? witli wonder and aiuazeinent. 
The nature of yöur uneasiness is not 
unknown to me! *MyGod!' said I, 
* father/ what can tbis mean ? surely 
I bave not bcen deranged again, while 
I was at the cot ; I thought I was tbere 
but a few hours.' ^ You were not/ said 
he, 'abovesix hours there.' *Then, 
^low could you be acquainted with my 
Story r' ' Of that, ' said the father, ^ you 
.ipust reniaiu ignorant; you have 
nothing to vlo, . but to make yourself 
easy whereygu now are, aiid eiideavour 
t.Q be happy/ I thought it best tosay 
jiomore, but sat down, and parfoük of 
jwl^at was set before nie. 

. *.' Elegance aud splendor shone 
•ronspicuous in eveiy thing around us. 
Father Peter bade me .be checrfui, and 
in the moraing Iie would amuse me by 
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viewing tlie sculpture and paintings, so 
famous in this palace. My gloom 
began to wear off; and, after a refresh- 
ing sleep, I found myself mach better. 
TJ^e prince did not return as was ex- 
pected, and I found ample pleasure in 
seeihg every thing in this terrestrial 
paradise. 

*' Ihad been there a week, and had 
not Seen father Theodore. I began to 
reflect what place I should direct my 
Steps to next, when father Peter in- 
formed me it was his wish I should 
Continue with him for some time. * I 
am certain, ' said he, ^ that all places are 
alike to you ; your time for happiness is 
not yet come; you must again see your 
brother; neither your father nor he 
are happier than yourself ; stay here, 
and, at a proper time, you shall knoFW 
more. I consented, thougfr^ I knew^ , 
not why. / > 
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** The next niorning, before I had 
left my apartmönt, the prince was 
announced. Fathcr Peter came to in- 
form me of it, and desired me to foUow 
him. I did, and was introdiiced. The 
prince received me with all the warmth 
of youthful friendship, and bade me re- 
gard his house as my home, as long as 
I chose to stay. * I know yoiir story,' 
said he, * and must confess love is a sad 
malady.' The manner in which he 
spoke brougiit the blood into my face, 
and, for thefirst tinie, I condemncd my 
own folly ; bitt the prince allowcd me 
no time for reflcction ; ^ Come m ith 
nie,' said he, ^ I must introihice you 
to my fricnds.' 

** So saying, he walked on to a snitc 

df rooms on the left — father Peter aud 

»mysclf followed. Tlic folding doors 

werc thrown open, and Jie cnten^d 

amidst _a large Company of gchtlexnt'ii 
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of difFerent ages, to all of whom he 
presented me, as a young man, who 
would shortly, he lioped, become a 
memberoftheir Society. Theyreceived 
me with great apparent pleasure, and 
the day flew swiftly on ; but I wHl not 
tire yoti by repeating the different - 
scenes we were engaged in. You that 
know Italy, can guess what they were. 
I feit a repugnance to many of them, 
but had not resolution to withstand 
their diiferent temptations. 

*' Three months passed ; I never 
saw father Theodore, and the conti- 
nued round of dissipation I was in- 
volved in, gave me no tinie to think. 
One evening, the prince said, he should 
expect me to accompäny him that 
night, to the Inauguration ef a. nev 
meraber of their select society, I was 
become now so familiär with vice and 
folly, that I could euter with spirit into 

aay^ 
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any sclieme whatever. I regarded 
Mrs. Brisac as the property of niy 
father, and forgot, in the vortex of 
pleasure, that slie was in existence. 
Even father Theodore was thought of 
no more ; if by chance his words recur- 
rcd to iny remembrance, * Think of 
father Theodore, and avoid them/ my 
heart would shudder at vice for a 
inoment, and the next, all would be 
forgot. 

*^ The night came ; the prince and 
sixteen others, including noyself^ left 
the palace for the place of meeting. It 
was about four leagues from thence, 
and WQ did not reach it tili midnight. 
We stopped at a large and elegant edi- 
fice. A nuniber of servants M'cre in 
waiting. We entered; an airofsolem- 
bity reigncd on all around ; horror pcr- 
vaded nie ; I would have retreated, 
■ but dared not, my heart sunk wkhiii 
I 3 \c^*a^ 
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nie. Mrs. Brisac, and father Theodore, 
ruslied like lightningon my memory. 
* What can all this mean ?' I said to 
myself ; ' surely something that ought 
not to be ;' and I made a resolution to 
think of the woids of the father, and 
abide by them. 

. " We were conducted into a veiy 
•^large roOm, which was completely 
liung with black, but lighted with a 
profusion of wax candles. The whole 
of the Company arranged themselves 
round a kind of altar, raised seven 
Steps from the floor. As they took 
their stations, the prince, who had 
watched my loöks, approached. ^ You 
have gone too far to recede," said he, * 
: * you must nqw show yourself a man, 
and shrink not from any thing that 
you may see ; you will only be a spec-,. 
tator, but you must prepare yourself fO' 
takß the oaths enjoincd by this society.'. ;> 
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* I wilV said I, *if they arenot repug- 
nant to honor/ * Ofthat be assured^' 
Said he. We then drew nearer to the 
altar ; a signal was made; several mea 
entered, bearing candles ; next came 
one, in the habit pf a priest ; then two 
more dressed similar, each bearing a 
large book; then came six more, car- 
lying Instruments hke those usödjjy 
surgeons for dissecting ; then three 
more dressed in long loose robes, like 
those of the druids, one bearing a cat^ 
another a dog^ and tlie third a Äew, 
each jn a silver dish, decorated with 
ribbons and flowers. Then followed 
three more, witli silver bo^vls; three 
with large Max tapers, and the whole 
procession closed with twenty-ofie cho- 
risters. They passcd three times round 
the altar; the first priest then advanced 

^ in front, the other two on each side. 

.- A fire was lighted on the altar, and ir.- 

censc was burnt, while the priest knclt 

1 4 dovra 
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down and prayed. At the end of thc 
prayer all rose,- and the choristers sung 
a kind of hymn, but in a language I 
was totally unacquainted with. 

^' That done, they passed again three 
txmes roiuidthe altar, and advanced to- 
wards one of the Company, that was 
placed near it, and thre^v over him a 
long black robe. They then coiiducted 
him to the priest, before whom he 
knelt; anothcr prayer followed, and 
was finished by a response in füll 
^horus. The dog was then laid upon 
the altar ; the priest ascended ; arid, 
with some formal incatitatibhs, cut its 
throat. The blöod was caught in one 
of the bowls. I feit a cold shivering 
seize me, but I rallied my courage, and 
stood^ while the cat and hen were sacri- 
ficed in the same manner. The blood 
was caught in difterent bowls, and the 
remains were burnt. The man wlio 

haxl 
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had 'knelt before the altar, was iiow 
presented by the priest witli one of thc 
bowls. He drank of them in succes- 
sion ; then several ceremonies took 
place,, after which the Company formcd 
a larger circle. The three priests thea 
began to admin ister the oaths. The 
purport of them was at once terrific 
and sublime ; one particular passagc 
stated, i'hat, wliether dead or living, 
every member then present, should, oa 
that day twelve-montli, appear between 
the hours of twelve and. thrce in the 
morning, before the then officiating 
priest, and the whole of the Commu- 
nity, to render up an account of all 
the Services he had done, and to bring 
Avith him such as he should thiuk 
worthy to be made a member ; and tc> 
•the strict fulfilment of those condi- 
tions, pledge himself by every tie 
divine and human, 

15 '' .My 
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^^ My heart sunk within me, as I 
took the oatli ; and, when the bowl of 
bloocl was placed to my lips, I nearly 
fainted; however, I took it. When 
the prince, myself, and two othei-s, 
%ere swom, tlie priests kuelt again, 
änd each offered up a piayei\ The 
iiames of the Community were theu 
called over, when each presented him- 
self, holding in his hand a sealed paper, 
which he htid with seeming devotion 
on the altar. A bock was then pre- 
sented to each af the növices, wherein, 
with some of the blood, they wrote 
their names. Another paper was then 
delivered to them, with a strict injunc- 
tion to remember their oath. This 
done, a blessing was pronounced by 
the priests, and the whole procession 
departed as they entered, taking with 
them the inaugurated member. 

** As soon as the train' closed, the 

persona; 



.V. 
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persons preseut congratulated each 
other, on not losing one membcr that 
year. Soon after, they all dcparted, 
and I returned witli the prince to thc 
palace, and prepared to go to rest. 
Not a woid was spoke of any thing that 
had passed, and I was niorc disposcd 
to be silent, than I had been for some 
time. I was anxious to see what the 
sealed papcr contained. When I re- 
tired to niy apart ment, I looked at it, 
and was about to break the scal, wheu 
I saw, written on the outside, * Not to 
be opened tili it had been ihree daifs in 
my posscmon.' I laid it down, and 
went to rest. My slccp was brokcn 
and di^turbcd. I began, whch I 
awoke, to reflect on my present viciouS 
pursuits. What would Mrs. Brisac 
think of me, was she acquainted with 
myfollics? Ob! how would she pity, 
«nd despise me. I had rakcn oaths, 
that night, which I must kcep, or for- 
.<I6 feit 
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feit everlasting happiness. And for 
what? Why, to be thoüght a man of 
spirit \Vould to God, tliat I had em- 
bl-aceda life of seclusion ; Ihad not then 
errred, as I have donc, and sinned, 
perhaps, past redemption. 

*^ Itried to cömpose myself, büt sleep 
I sought in vain, and I got up, with 
a determined resolution to withstand 
every ten^ptatioh. This set tny nimd 
a little at ease, and I met the prince and 
liis companions as usual. He then 
asked me what I thonght of oiir last 
night's adventure ? I said, I knew not 
what to thinfc of it. I had entered in- 
to an engagement, the consequences - 
of which I was liot aware öf ; bat I 
Irusted, that he would not have takeü 
nie to any placfe, that wöuld, in any 
shape, niih'täte against hotior or religi- 
on. Ile sniiled at iny Observation, and 
bade me read my credentials, as soon 
'- ' ' ^ - as 
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as the allottcd tinie was expircd ; this 
Avas anxiously expectcd by inc, and as 
soon as tliat tinie arrivcd, I broke the 
scal. To enter into a detail of wliat ^vas 
enjoined nie, I darc not do. I can only 
say, that I had become a meniljer of a 
Society, that could, by their incanta- 
tions and spells, discover tlic niost 
hidden secrets of the hcart. I now 
began scriously to think of Icaving 
Bdnoni. The prince read niy thoughts, 
bat would not admit of my going. 
The jubilee approached, and hc insisted 
on my accompanying him to Rome^ as 
the whole of the Company then at lio- 
noni meant to be there. I rcluctantly 
cousented. 

** A few days before we deparfed, I 
was surprised Jby the appearance of* fa- 
ther Theodore. He addresscd me ^v\\h 
the kindness of a parent. ' You arc 
now going,' Said he, *to leave Bononlj 

remcni- 
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remein ber the Instructions you have 
received f'roni me, and never lose sight 
of tlie engagemeiits you have entered 
into.' ^ Are you acquainted with them?' 
,1 asked. * Most certainly, ' returned he ; 
* niyself aud fatlier Peter were two of 
the ofliciating priests. ' !Then I am con- 
tent to abide by it, ' said I, * as I tliink 
you are both of you good men.' ' You 
must now, ' said he, * make it your study 
to become familiär with the rules laid 
down in the instructions Jon have re- 
ceived; and, wheu the hourof Inaugu- 
ration cojnes, I shall inform you; 
therefore, prepare yourself for that 
time; the soouer you are ready the 
better; and I flatter myself, if you 
persist in.yourpresent good intentions, 
that you. will not only be restored to 
your faHiily, but be happier than you 
can possibly form an idea of ; but a 
Single deviation from honor, will mar 
^Jl your future prospects, and in all 

probabiiity 
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probability^ destroy for ever every 
opening scene offclicity. I sliall not 
fail to offer iip my prayers, with those 
of my bretliren^ that you may be wor- 
thy of being a partaker in all our 
undertakings, for the good of mankind. 
It was the spirit led me to observc you 
first, and your answer to my rcquest 
confirmed my suspicions. Ilad I not 
fortunately met you at that monient, 
you woiild havebeen a ^anderer and an 
outcast from society. You would have 
embraced vice with aviditv, aud been 
plungcd'into crimes that ^TOuld have 
damncd your peace for ever. The 
follies you have run into here ha\'e 
been such, as, three months ago, you 
would have thought yovirself incapable 
of committing. You are now con- 
vinced, how destructive example is to 
those who have not resolution to with- 
stand temptation, Persevere in your 
jpresent laudable intentions> and y^ 



^ 
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will be happy. You will have need of 
very great fortitude in tlie place to 
whjch you are going ; and you will 
likewise stand in need of good Council; 
when you receive it, be sure you abide 
by it. The frolics of youth are fre- 
quently attended with disastrous con- 
sequenceis; but, whatever scenes you 
may be precipitated into, through the 
foUy of others, in all tliings remember 
to decide with the strictest justi||fc, and 
never forget your engagemcnts;' 'This 
Said, he blessed, and left me. 

*^ His discourse suhk deep into my 
heart ; I could not form the most dis- 
tant idea what he alluded to. I fully 
resolved to adhere to my intentions of 
leaving the prince, as soon as I gojt to 
Rome. I revolved the wholc of it in 
xny mind a thousand times ; I was con* 
scious of my inability to resist any 
afllurement, that tended to draw me ., 

froni 
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from myself. Mrs. Brisac, my brother, 
and my father, now passed in array 
against me. Alas ! said I, they are 
happy. I am forgotten by tliem, and 
it IS necessary that I should forget Uiem 
too ; but, I surely can clo that, with* 
out running into vice. A very short 
tlrrie now, only a« few weeks, and I shall 
be able to command a sufficiency for 
my wants. I will retire to some re- 
mote Corner of the eartli, where I can 
no longer hear anj^ tliing that relates 
to my family, and live in peaceful ob- 
scurity. But my brother, where is he ? 
perhaps as unhappy as myself. I will 
follow his example> and let no one 
knaw where I take up my abode. 

" At tt# time appointed, we set off 
for RorafeV When we arrived there, it 
wantcd some days to the commencc- 
mcnt of the jubilee. The city was ai'' 
reaily thron ged ^rith istrangers ; and 



i 
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the (lay after our arrival, the princeV 
palace was füll of visitors of all de- 
scriptions, whom bis munificence had 
drawn tliither, in order to partakc of 
the solemnity. Grand prcparations 
were made to do honor to the ap- 
proaching festival. The Ronmus are 
temperate, and I was happy to see far 
kss inclination for wine shown there 
than at Bononi. Numbers of the noble 
Eomans joined the guests ; and, while 
reason bore the sway, I was content* 

*'This continued for some time; 
tut, one day, the prince was informed, 
that a large party of English and Ger- 
. man nobility were anxious to pay their 
respects. The nanie of a certain noble- 
man was mentioned, as the principal of 
the former nation- Ordern were im- 
mediately given for their admission, 
•nd the party entered. They were re- 
ceived with that hospitality, which 

marlvs 
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marks the character öf a Roman, and 
they appeared highly pleased with their. 
reception. Before they departed, va- 
rious parties were formed, among the 
whole of which, I was inchided. 

*' In one of theth, at a masquerade, 
I tliought I discovered the form of my 
brother, in a black doniino. I wanted 
to accost him, but he studiously avoid- 
ed me. I enquired of every one, who 
I thought could inform me, but none 
knew him. I sought every where, but 
he was not to be found. I was anxiou» 
and uneasy ; the prince saw it, and 
endeavoured to divertit I told him of ' 
the person I had seen, aud that I wa^i 
sure it was my brother. The prince 
ordered diligent scarch t&he madi^y 
but no such person could be met w^th; 
but my dormant feelings Kid been 
rouscd. The scencs, the pageantry of 
llüuie, all began to tire, and I wishcd 
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toleave it I told the prince so. 'Not 
yet,* said he ;' * we are going with cur 
English frientls to-morrow on a frolic, 
and you iniist join us/ Itried to ex- 
cuse myself, bat he would not admit 
of it. Six of the party had been pil- 
laged at a gaming-f äble, a few evenings 
before, by a set of sharpers, and they 
resolved to hare revenge. They had 
found out where the party resorted to, 
to divide the spoiL 

^^ Füll of this exploit, they set out 
for the place appointed; but, when 
arrived, they found, to their disappoint- 
ment, that the whole of the gang w«re 
flcd, and gone for Naples. An idea 
was Started by one of the Company for 
pursuing them ; it was no sooner sug- 
gested than adopted, and we all set out 
for Naples. This wild-goose chase, as 
it appeared to me, I foUowed M^th the 
rcst. Nothing occuiTcd worthy of our 

uotice^ 
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notice, tili wc had been there tliree 
days; those we soiight had ehided our 
search ; bat the prince, and two others, 
who were menibers of the society at 
Bononiy were determined to pursuc 
them. Eveiy public place had bceii 
ransacked by us, but without eftect ; 
when the prince proposed to us to 
watch the motions of some nien, who 
had constantly kept us in sight, when- 
ever we appcared in the street ; but it 
was evident they were not the meu we 
sought. They had foliowed us, as 
before, and we saw them take their 
stations, in such a manner, that nei- 
ther of US could go out without being 
observed. They were three, and it 
wis agreed that three of our party 
should go out in the same cloaths they 
€ntered in, and the others disgi^jj^ed^ 
were to foUow in a short time, \tct a 
place appointed. The prince, niyself, 

and 
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and a young Italian, were first to 
go. 

'^ \Ve had not gone far before \ve 
perceived them close behind us ; and at 
a small distancc, tlie remainder of our 
Company, The prince took towaids 
tlie beach, and, under the walls of a 
gavden, we stopped. The nloon shone 
bright ; a kind of scat made of stones 
was at a short distance; to that we 
went, and sat down. The men passed 
US scveral tiines ; at length, they M^ere 
johied by five others ; our Company 
appearcd not, though I thought they 
were so situatcd, they could see all that 
passed. As soon as those men came 
r^^. up, they stood opposite to us. The 
prince started up, and we followed. 
He advanced towai'djj them, and asked 
By what g.uthority they dared to watch 
bis niotions? They madc no answer, 
but instantly surrounded us, and one 

>of 
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of the foremost advanced, and, witli a 
sudden spring, thfew me down, and 
two otliers immediately began to tie 
my hands and legs. The prince and 
his campanions drew their swords. I 
stniggled to obtain my liberty, and liad 
nearly effccted it, when one of the vil- 
lains Struck me a violent blow on my . 
head, whicli stunned me. I saw no 
tnore, and when I came to mysclf, 
found me stretched on a bed, stir- 
rounded by at least fifty mcn. They 
were deliberating about the disposal of 
something, which one of them claimed . 
as his exclusive property. They seemed 
not to regard me, and I had ieisure to 
remark their several faces, and was sur- 
prised to see among them several who 
had been of the prince's parties at 
Rome ; but the language they made 
ose of, and the place I was in, soön 
convinced me I was among a gang of 
«Uarpers, or free-booters. In a few 
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Tiiinutes I was assured of it, as I hieard 
the prince's name made use of, in terms 
tliat proved them to be the very party 
we had come to Naples in pursuit of ; 
but liow I could get among them, I 
was at a loss to giiess. Several of the 
tuen inslsted that they had a right to 
somc particular jewcl, as they only 
were present at the time it was taken. 
At last, it was decidcd to draw lots for 
it, and this restored peace. They then 
turned tome; I ventured to ask where 
I was ; they answered, .Among gentle- 
Hjen; and, if I was dispo^ed to be 
pleased Avith my Situation, I fihould J)e 
treated well. I asked about the pjripce, 
and my companions— ' They are all safe 
enough,' said they. . : 

• 

*^ But, notto tireyou, letitbesuffici- 

ent to say, that I found my^elf in tiie 

Society of those very people wbo 

brought youhere. Aniong them I 

t!ouud 
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found your brother-in-law. He was 
one of the sharpers, wlio had stript the 
prince's party of several thousands. 
They consist of men of desperate for- 
tunes, who having spent the whole of 
their patrimony, fly to the gaming 
table as a resource ; and, if they are 
detected, join asetof desperadoes, who 
have for several years, subsisted in tliis 
island, and bid defiance to the civil 
power. When any great festival is at 
band, tlie most genteel of them are 
equipped like gentlemen, and frequent 
all places of resort, M^hose large com- 
panies are assembled, and, by making 
use of one particular gentleman's name, 
are admittcd w'ithout scruple. That 
gentleman receives from the society, a 
regulär income. Another division, more \ 
desperate, have recourse, whenevertliere 
is an eruption, to Stripping the houses 
of e\ ery thing valuable ; sorry I am 
this number far exceeds the other, and 
VoL.I. K .*<^^^ 
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they never go out upon an expecHtion, 
but tliey return laden with plunder. 

^* There can no calamity happen hi 
Naples or its vicinity, but they imnie- 
diately profit by it. Tlieir laws are 
Iiiany, and punish by death every one 
who is discovercd embezzlin«: anv of 
the gencratproperty, or who attempts 
to Icavc tlie society, M^itliout the gene- 
ral consent. For these Owen is con- 
demned;'he was jfirst charged with 
having secretcd several jewels, and 
picces of plate, and a large quantity of 
bills on the Bank of Venice, which 
iverc taken out of a house at Naples, 
. during a late commotion. This pro- 
perty he had hid in the hollow of a 
rock, and meant to go ofF with ; and 
bad scnt an öfter to government to dis- 
cover the retreat of the communitv. 
He had brought over a young man to 
be of his party, and tlic night we fomi4. 



I 
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yoii, bis design was to have been put in 
execution. He meant to convey away 
with him the young lady whom wq 
found ou the beach, whose mother's 
bouse be had assisted to phmdcr, as he 
was second in command, and always 
went on those expeditions. 

^' The Gaptaiu was killcAby accident 
that day, and I was fetchOT to supply 
bis place, as they had appointed mc 
to the command, soon aftor I came 
among thcm, if any accident should 
happen to their Commander. I wcnt, 
«s I observed, for that purpose, ^\'beu 
the young man whom Owen had se- 
duced, made a confcssion. I hastehed 
to the Spot .hc pointed out, and found 
every tliingvas reportcd ; likcAisc some 
letters, which cojifirmed bis intcutions 
of delivering up the society. This Mas 
a piece of villainy I thought not fit to 
be pardoned, as any member wbo-chpse 
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to leave them, had only to make known 
his intentions, and say in what manner 
he meant to dispose of himself ; and, tf 
money was wanted, an equal division ■ 
was made of whatever property they 
possessed, and his part delivered to 
him. The oaths that enjoined secrecy 
were administered, and he was per- 
niitted to Ijjjiive the place, ^\ith the. 
good wishes of all : And so religiously 
has this been kept, that among a vast 
n umher who liave left us, not one has 
been found to betray it. 

^^ I hasten ed to the other side of 
the bay, to give the necessary Orders, 
respecting Owen. You saw in what 
manner I was obliged to act ; and you, 
I think, see the justice of the law that 
condemns him. This day is allowed 
him for repentance ; I hope he will be 
a penitent, who has many lives to an- 
swer for. The women that were found 
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at the house wliich the youiig lady 
mentioned, were, the one Miss St. 
l^rie, and the other Miss Owen. The 
former was killed, the latter wounded. 
Owen was one of them that escaped ; 
St Prie himself was taken. He had 
becn ^ member of this society about 
six months previous to this adventure. 
^t. Prie will die by the hands of jus- 
tice, and Owen by ours. 

** I have continued here, with a 
hope that I might be able to gain over 
several of them, to become again good 
members of society. Six of them are 
to go out, as soon as a proper division 
cau be made of the plunder they have 
taken. This dreadful calamity that has 
' befallen Torre del Greco, will be the 
means of furnishing them out. hand- 
somely. The part belongjng to Owen 
will, I think, be sent to .NapleJL.^r 
charitable uses. This is one lUßM» By 
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wliich they purcliase tlie iti attention of 
the police. The prince, I found, wa» 
tl)e cause of my being sent herc. He 
had conceived a jealousy against me, 
rcspccting a young lady at Rome, 
Avliom he f ancied ; but thought that her 
eye oftener reverted towards me, than 
toAvards hiui ; and, as he was acquainted 
'v>ith, and armembcr, of this society, he 
tlioLight it the niost advantageous way 
of disposing of me. 

*^ I had been put 6n board the boat 
belonging to the party, while I lay 
insensible from the blow, and did not 
recover, tili I had been at this place 
ncar half an hour. I M^as then informed 
'of my Situation, and the perfidy x>f the 
prince. As all places were alike to me, 
I made no scruple of remaining with 
them, for the purpose I mentioned, 
I haveoften thought of father Theo-'-,.^ 
dörj^-'and never lose sight of his prer ^« 
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ccpts, which I liope will, one day or 
othcr, turn to my advantage. Were I 
sure that Mrs. Brisac was happy M'ith 
my fatlier, I think I could be content; 
but, as I must remain in ignorance of 
that, I will try to make myself as use- 
ful as I can, where I now am, tili the 
.tiuie comes, when I shall be called 
lipon to make my appearance atBononi; 
then I sliall again see the prince, and 
the two fathers. 

, ** As soon as the exefcution of Owen 
is over, I shall have the lady sent to 
her friends ; you, I. fear, will not be 
permitted to leave this place for some ': 
da;fs ; there are forms, that you will be'.V 
obliged to comply Avith, and I mucli 
doubt but you will be compelled to 
become a member, not only of this 
Community, but that of Bonorii." 

Michael, who had listened witl) pro- 
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found attention to tlie wliole of the 
captain's story, now exclaimed : — 
^^ Holy St. Patrick ! and mustmy mas- 
ter and myself stay liere? Oh ! blessed 
Virgin, then who will find out Mrs. 
Owen, and the dear little honies of 
childrenr" ** Well remembered/' said 
Fitzallan; ^*you said, I think, sir, 
that you could inform me where my 
poor unhappy sister and her children 
are confined. I shall thank you to 
send some person to libei-ate them and 
have them conveyed to England. Let 
no expence be spared for those dear 
happy sulFerers, if I am not permit- 
ed to go myself. 'V ^^ Every thing that 
be done," said the captain, **be 
assured shall be ; and, when the young 
lady goes from hence, an express will 
be sent to Normandy." 



Fitzallan thanked him, and said>; 
lie should repose a confidence in him 

• w^ %. '■' 
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to liave it completed. He thanked 
him likewise for tlie relation he had 
given him, and requested him to re- 
gard himself through life, as his bro- 
ther; they pledged reciprocal friend- 
ship. , 

Michael had risen up, and was tra- 
versing the room with hasty strides, 
every now and then crossing himself 
devoutly, (for he was agood catholic,) 
then turniug to the captain, he said : 
^* Might I presume to ask your honor 
one favor?" ' ' Cei tainly, " said he. ;; 
" Why then, please you, as this mistcr 
Owen must be hanged, and your hpnor 
says he-has got some property, for the - 
lovp of the HolyMary and St. Patrick, 
let it be sent to some good priests, to 
sing masses for the repose of his soul ; 
and, if it is not enoughjl am 5ure niy 
mastcr will give something, and I will 
give all I have ; and if it gkases his 
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honor, I will add what remains of my 
year's wages." ^'Thoii art a good 
fellow,"said the captain, ^^anddeservest 
to have niore than a year's wages given 
thee for thy generotis offer. But, if nio- 
iiey will purchase the repose ofthe uu- 
happy man 's soul, bis lot is sufficient to 
redeem it, and I will see it sent to a 
good father, who will have it properly 
applied/*^ 

Tlns pleased RlichaeT. The captain 
fr then asked Fitzallan Whether he wishcd 
to see Owen before he suffered? Ife 
araid, Yes, he did. *' And, pray, let 
»te go too," said Michael; *' for^ I 
'^ . woüld faiu teil hira, that I forgive hini 
iL '■ all the wrong he ha^ done cvery body, , 
and I hope the Holy Father in God 
will forgive him."^ The .captain said: 
" The priest that attends our society is 
with him now : I was to have noticg* 
givca me when he Icft him ; he \\\\\hi.'^ 
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sjiot at tlie head of the whole Commu- 
nity." '' Tlien he is not to be 
hanged ?" said Michael: *^ that is a 
good thing; for, I should Hptlikeany 
person to say to our young ladie«, 
M heu they grow up, that their father 
^as hanged ; though for matter of 
that, he may dcserve it. All, that 
Jiave oiic^ lived like gentlemen, should. 
die as such." 

Some other discourse passed, wliea^ 
a' man came and said, father Gregory 
had left his penitent ^^ I will now go- 
to Owen," said the captain, '^ and teil 
liini, you wish to see and grant him 
your forgiveness." ^' Do, sir," §aicl. 
Edward; ^^ for, I would not'have hifiil^^ 
die without it. I feel for him much ;"' 
*' And vso do I too," said Michael. *' I 
don't want any body to die, especialljr 
when they ben't over good. Oh ! if I 
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was a good priest, how I would pray 
for him !" 

The Captain left them ; Michael beat 
a tattoo on the table. " I wish our 
good father was here, that christeiied 
niy little brother Joey ; I Warrant he 
would pray for his poor souI, that it 
iiiight not go iüto purgatory." 

Fftzallan remained lost in thoughi:, 
and heeded not what the poor fellow 
had Said. The Captain entered. 
^^ Come with nie," said he ; ^' Owen 
sullenly consents to see you. However, 
.X would have you shew that you hold 
j^. iljo resentment against him." *' No, 
j> •; initeed,*" said Michael, ^^and so we do 
; ?; BOti" They were coriducted to that 
^ side of the -bitilding, where the trial 
3^. had been, aud'found the unhappy man 
in a room adjoining. Fitzallan ad- 
vanced towards him. *^ I am com*, .;' 
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Mr. Owen," said he, ^^ to assiire von 
of iiiy sincere forgiveness, for all the 
injuries you have done my faniily ; and 
do most earncstly pray, that tlic God 
of Mercy will pardon yoa with tlie 
same readiness that I do ; and I am 
certain Mrs. Owen will likewisc/* 
*'And so do I too," said ^Micliacl, 
*' forgive your honor, and pray niost 
earnestly that wo niay sit down i^/'« 
Paradise together for all this, andsji^.- * 
the blessed saints take you tOy^Hüe^ 
bosom." "^r 

Tills honest effusion^of poor MichaeJ s 
seemed to touch the heart of Owen ; 
he looked eagcrly towards hini. *' I 
thank thee, thou good fcUow, " said be, 
.*^ and I hope thy prayer will be heard, 
I thank you, Mr. Fitzallan, also, for 
your good wishes ; for, I think, you . 
do not come here to insult a. "wretch 
like me, Your looks be^eak the fe^l- 

ings 
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^ ingfs ot" a Christian. I dare not ask 
iorgiveness of my wife, biit teil her, 
■\vhen von see her, that I now wish I 
ha<l l)een a better husbanch As to niy 
mother, I dare not cast a thoughtthat 
way : — ah ! you internal vipcrs, that 
led me on to do tliose cursed deeds, 
tvhere are von now ? what part of Hell 
is your portion ? and is it among those 
.?!wretchcs that I am to ho\rl out an 
cternity? — oh I whcie, where shall F 
tnrn :" 

Ile looked wildly round tlie room > 
" '^Jlis eyes glared, and his whole person 
appeared convulsed. He lifted his 
hands in agony to- Heaven. *'And 
canst thou, just God, forgive a M^retch 
like me ? Ah ! no, it is impossible ; t 
am lost, and doomed to cverlasting 
tortures, with the fiends that have de- 
eeived me. Oh ! horrid, fiorridthought! 
— but God is just.j" 

At 



^. 
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Atthat momeiit, hedarted a look of 
terrific madness round ; and, fixinghis 
eyes on the sword of Edward, who had 
advanced to endeavour to calm hrs 
mind, " This will do,"||ßid lie, and, in 
an instant, he snätched it fronv^ tlic 
slieatlV and plunged it into his. hcart^'-'^ 

The thought, the action and tlie 
catastrophe wcre so rapid, that, before 
Edward could well discover that his 
sword was gone, the miserable man feil,-* 
lifeless at his feet. He fixed hrs eye-?"^ 
on him, faintly iittered the word 
" Pardon," and, as the Oäjptaiti dretv^ 
tlie sword from his breast, his soul tocfc^ 
his flight for cver- ^f\ 

This sight was too much for Mivhae}; ■ 
Jie sunk at the feet of liis master:' The 
Captain and Edward werc transfixed ^q^. 
the spot. An exclamatton from. Mi-' 
chael, as he feU, was heajöl^y fatlier . 
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Gregory, and one of the people, who . 
wei:e passing the door. They entered ; 
4)ut, to describe theb^ astonishment 
Would be impossible; — two, to all-ap- 
gearance, dit^ on the floor, and the 
%X\\fx two Standing speechless, \vith 
countenances that bespoke death, as 
palpably as those of the others 1 

• 
, The whole Community was instantly 
alarmed, and they thronged to the spot, 

Jt all- enqiiiring what it meant; butnone 

•*^' could teil, l^e blood that had flowed 

froiÄ the breast oß Owen had run in 

streams awl nearly dyed the face and 

' ^cloaths of;JVlichael, who had fallen 

'y jiejLr him. They raised up both ; life, 

'■ ^*hey found, was fled for ever from one; 

i-i- but the other, by proper applications, 
was^'^oon restored. The recollection 

^f>i the scene overcame him, and he -^^i. 
fainted again. Eyery thing appearedS^'- ...^ 
mystery: the men could hardly su^^^ik. 
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J)ose that the Captain would take the 
enemy of the condemned man into the 
room where he was, on purpose to st^b 
hiiti ; and yet, what could they think;, •■;. 
"when Fitzallan's swoffi was foiiiinl^ ** 
drenched in blood? At last, theilap- 
tain spoke,*and, in a few words, told 
them what had happened ; bat Edward, 
whom they had placed in a chair, was 
•SO much overpowered by the dreadfiil 
catastrophe, that Äe remained in a State 
of stupefaction, regardless of every/. 
one. f ) 

Michael was at length restored to -'-^ 
life, but not to.reason ; the poor fellow -^"^ 
had been ill of a nervous fever, fd^ 
some time previous to his master's 
Coming to Italy. The events he had 
recently witnessed served onl;^ to ag- ' 
gravate his complaiuts : as soon, there^'*.-- 

re, as he came to liimself, eveiy 
ptoni of derangement appcared. 
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Jie laiighed, sang, and cried, in suc* 
'cession; thcn prayed most earnestly 
• ^4bt the repose of poor Oweu's soul, 
^" * >vhoin lie would, one minute, fancy he 
ßaw going intb purgatory — the next, 
IwäMrodld imagine close by him, and 
again about to plunge the sword inta 
his breast — when he would Start and 
. .catch at something as if to hold it. 
Thfe XB^tk who were present, believing 
.^f, Jhrm'^idaSp.pastreco^r^^ proposed con- 
.-^^ fi«l?^fi^ ; but his master, who had 
^ ^'" been f oused from his lethargy by some- 
thing Michael said, now recollected 
himself, and^ intreated that the poor 
..•-feUow wight be Icft to him; and if 
-^ey would iudulge liim with a bcd, 
he shoiild be thankfuL 

The Captain ordered them to be 

■ conducted back to their apartmen^ 

and he Avould follow in a few »linu 

Thcy were shewn there, where, as 
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as they were alone, in splte of manly 
fortitude, the tears flowecl from Ed- 
\varcrs. evcs in torrents. The hoisild 
cxit of Owen sunk deep into his heart ; 
and, the more he reflected on his eiltl, 
tlie more he dreaded his everlastin^ 
danination. Michael's dread of pur- 
gatory for the miserable sinner exceed- 
ed every thought. At length, his 
master reasoned him into a little com- 
posuie. • - 

■ I. 

It was some time before the Captain' 
came ; he had staid, he said^ to giye 
»ome Orders for the interment of Owen, . 
V liich would take place on the ncxt 
day early ; and, as he was a catholia, 
he liad g'iven ordcrs to fathcr Gregory 
to get every thiiig that was neccssary* 
Tliat done, they should think al)oiit 
removing the lady, and sending an 
rcss to NorTiiandy ; and, Avhen the 

}y was sent to Naples, pnquiiivs 
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fihould be iTiade after St. Prie and Miss 
Owen. *^ For the Holy Mary's sake !" 
Btid Michael, *' let the good father 
pray for the redemption of his poor 
60ul ; 'tis pity, though he was a bad 
man, that it should remain in purga- 
tory.^' The Captain strongly assured 
hirä that every thing should be done : 
this quieted him, and the Captain de- 
sired Edward to take some wine and 
try to go to rest, aÄÖ, in the morning, 
he would Order him to be called, if he 
' had a wish to see the body interred — 
^' But I think," said he, ^' that you had 
better not. Make yourself as com- 
fortable as you can, and try to com- 
pose this honest fellow, who shaJl not 
want for any thing that I can do for 
Jiim. 



#^*'' Fitzallan with thanks acceded to his 
proposal, persuad^d Michad tOTgOj 
bed, ., and prepared ^^to foUow* 
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captain then lefthim. Sleep, atlength,. 
closedtheir eyes, and theydid not awake 
tili tlie rcmains of the unhappy man had 
been laid in thc diist for some hours. 
The captain had been twice to Erf\irard"s 
room, but finding him at rest, forbore^ 
to disturb him. He cam« in a third 
time, soon after Fitzallan aM'oke — Mi- 
chael was still asleep. '' If you are 
well enough," said the captain, *' I 
would wisji you to' give the necessary 
directions, in what manner the messen- 
ger is ttf proceed, if, on bis arrival at 
your sister's present place of residence, 
he should find her incapable to direct 
herseif; as it is impossible to say in 
what State she may be. The lady is 
miich better, and will be ready to go 
this evening. I am anxious to bave 
her restored to hermothcr, who, Ifind, 
is distracted for her loss. The father 
13 in the East Indies, but shortly ex- 
liome j I therefore beg of>you 
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tö Miite what you M^ould have done, as 
fast as possible ; then I will have you 
to sce her before she goes. " 

Fitzallan dressed himself immediate- 
ly, and hastened to give every Instruc- 
tion für the niessengcr. That done, 
the captain took him to the Chamber 
• of the lady. Ühe was up ; and riow, 
tliat sieep had restored her, she appear- 
ed an interesting and lovelv woman. 
She thanked them in an äiFectionate 
nianner, for the kind treatüacnt slie 
had rcceived, and earnestly intreated 
that they \TOuld permit her to inform 
her brotlier and mother where they 
niight wait upon them, ,to return, iu 
some mcasure, the many obhgations 
she was under. At present, the captaiu 
Said, circumstances, of which he was 
not at llberty to inform her^ wouid . 
prevent their having the honor of b^- 
ing known to herfamily; but, ats0^ 

futune 
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futiire period, he hoped they should 
be able to profit by her polite ofFers. 
He was very sorry to add, that his 
people would be under the necessity of 
taking her, wrapped in a thick veil, 
fioni the place she was then at ; but 
that every respect she could wish for 
should be paid, until she was received 
by her niother. He said he should 
make one request before she went, 
which was, That they might have from 
her some small token, whereby himself 
and friend (meaning Edward) miglit 
be recognized by her, at some future 
tinie, when the cloud, ihat at prescht •. 
enveloped them, was cleared away. 

She looked at each arm ; she had 110 
bracelets or ring to gi\ c them ; bot, 
recoUecting a pocket-book of curious 
work, she had thcn ahout her, but 
which had been injured by the sea- 
water, she .took itput, and, from the 
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pocket of it, drew a minature of her 
brother, which she gave to Fitzallan, 
and the pocket-book to the captain. 
^' Those two trifles," said she, ** I will 
beg you to keep, tili I can make you a . 
present more worthy of your accept- 
ance, and I sincerely lament that I 
have it not in my power to ofFer better. " 

They both received it with pleasure, ' 
and, in return, Fitzallan desired her 
acceptance of bis ring, and the captaiu 
presented her with a very valuable gern, 
from the antiquities of Pompeii, He 
then informed her, That the man who 
had made the attempt to convey her 
away, had dicd by bis own band, and 
she woiild have nothing in future tö 
fear from that quarter. She hove a 
heartfelt sigh at the thoughts of bis 
being bis own murderer, and earne^ly 
prayed that Heaven might forgive bim. 
She gave to Vashti what she had of 
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Talue, beside, in her pockets, and said, 
That her kindness sUe never should for- 
get. 

Soon after, the men came and said 
they were ready. The packet was de- 
4ivered to one of them, and the lady, 
attended by the captain and Fitzallan, 
left the house ; but, before she qnitted 
the rooni, a long veil of thick black 
cloth was thrown over her, and, be- 
tween the two gentlemen, she was Icd 
down stain, and along the dark pas- 
sages by which they entered, thcu 
through the wood, at the end of which, S- 
on the beach, they found a large boat 
with ten men in it. The lady was lift- 
ed in by the two gentlemen, who then 
took leavc of her, and the boat hovc oft' 
tVom shore. 

■j" Whcn it M'asout ofsight, thcyturti- 
♦d back. Thacaptain, taking t])e ann 
Vol. I. L ^^ 
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of Fitzallan, said, *^I have reposed a 
confidence in your honor, that I think 
you will not abuse, by making you ac- 
quainted with the approach to our 
abode» I have pledged my faith to the 
Community for you, and I must now 
inform you, That no person can leave 
our Society, until he has been with us 
three months. However anxious you 
may be to return to England, it is not 
in my power to permit your going, tili 
that time is expired. To-morrow, yöu 
will see the whole of the Community, 
and you must then submit to be sworn 
in a member, as must your servant In 
the morning, I will shewyou the fetent 
of this dwelling, and, as far as I am 
informed myself, will giVe you the his- 
tory of it. Some particulars I do not 
clearly know, but Vashti can explaiu 
tbem. .She has lived here ever since 
she was born ; hcy^ father and mothcr 

^ toglfe 
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took refuge from some calamity, I don't 
know what, and here died/' 

^' The avenues," säidEdwai-d, *^and 
the ruins that lay around, bespeak it 
to have been a mansion of the first 
consequence." ^^ It was," said the 
captain, " one of the grandest palaces 
in the environs of Naples^ 

As they advanced, the man who 
lighted them said, that father Gregory^ 
he did believej knewVashti 's father, and 
he was acquainted with the NeapoHtan 
nobleman who owned the domain* 

^' Then vre will refer to him," said 
the captain, ** to-morrow." They then 
descended the steps from _ the wo(wj,\ 
under the gallery, and walked along^Jr^' 
vpassage that led to the other stairs. 
^4* they came to one particuTar spot, 
* L 2 ItVoAV^^o^ 



■:«^ 
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Fitzallan remarked the saitie sound of 
soft music, as he had heard the first 
night of his entering it. ^' There is 
music," Said he, and stopped to listen. 
*'That is frequently heard, "said the 
captain, *^ and our ^cople think no- 
thing about it ; for, we know not where 
it conics from." 

'' Good God !" Said Fitzallan, '^ that 
is very stränge : there is a feimde voice 
accompanying it." ** Yes,*-^ä.lie, 
^^ I have stood here for an hout toge- 
ther, listening to it, in hopes that Üie 
rsound would direct me to the müsi- 
t:ian ; but I have been foiled in all my 
attenipts, and I cannot fomi the most 
distant idea of where it can proc<?ed 
from. I have at times imagined my- 
self in fairy land. Tis not at any par- 
ticulav hour of the night, or any stated 
period, but comes at all hdurs and sea- 
^ons ; but 'tis not thought any thing 
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of by tlie Community, as few of thcm 
have souls attuncd to harmony, and 
those that have, as they cannot disco- 
ver the invisible musician, think no 
more about it, than just to listen for a 
few ininutes, and then pass on. I 
have myself searched every place I 
could get at, and cannot conjecture 
what it can be. Howcver, before we 
gO;. I will try once more." 

As he said this, the strains ceased 
ändthey went on, '' The Instrument, 
whatever it be," said Fitzallan," does 
not resemble any thing I have ever 
heard, and with you I am inclined to 
think it something supernatural." 

As they entered the gi^eat convt, . 
several of the Company met thepn, ijjiy- 
ing supper was ready, and desircd tl>en\ 
to hasten to it. Michael was fetched ; 
Iic was composed, and sat down with 
1,3 • ^^^^ 
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members of the society at Bononi, to 
which place they would be conducted 
by a select number pointed out by the 
captain. There they would renew the 
oaths then taken, and bind tfaemeelves by 
ihat institution to become thefaithful 
tViends of the Community at large, and 
strictly adliere to every law enjoined 
them. 

There were many other paiticulars^ ; 
all of wliich Fitzallan and Michael 
büund themselves to perform, though 
Hdwardtrembled at the idea of becom- 
ing a member at Bononi; .][iut, äisthey 
could not vecede from rllf^r engage- 
nients, he thought it best'to make no 
comments. 

As soon as the oaths were taken, a . 
large gebiet of wiu^. was handcd roundiT 
to each. The Company then divided 
into two parties, and Fitzallan \ras . ■ 
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given to understand thajt those on the 
left were to go to Naples that day, tbeä 
to Rome, and were not to retura 
for a month or five weeks ; the others 
^mained there, to take advantage of 
any circumstance that might occur for 
the good of the whole. The first men- 
tioned party took leave and departcd. 
The captaiu and the reniaindcr then 
sat down to breakfast, and father Gre- 
gory jüincd tfieni. The discourse 
tiirned on Owen. A thousahd instan- 
ces of his dcpravity of heart Avere related 
hy several of them^. and his death did 
not scem to be regretted by any one ; 
they Said, that when their companions 
rcturned who had taken honie tlielady, 
they should know ,how St. Pric and 
Miss Owen were disposed of, as they 
were to be tried that week. 

/^ Ah !" Said father Gregory, ^* we 
'" tnust Jeave theni to their fete : sooner 
. ." i» 5 '^^ 
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or laier, every one that is uiyust meets 
bis füll reward." This is stränge rea- 
soning, thought Michael, for a priest 
who lives among tliieves j but, no 
matter for that. 

After some farthci: discourse, the 
captain asked father Gregory, Whether 
he had not been acquainted with Vash- 
ti's father, **Yes," said he, *Vand a 
worthy good m^ jie was, and deserved 
a better fate thaa he met with. He 
M^as an officer of distinguislied rank in 
the Service of his Sardinian Majesty ; 
bis birth was noble, but bis fortune 
mean ; and, at an earlyf»eriod of life^ 
he marrieda young Neapolitan^ whose 
birth and circumstances were similar ta 
his OM^n. She was gay, volatlle, and 
fond of intrigue, and, withirMwel'j 
month after their marriage, tto 
talked loudly of her amours; but'TTelhL 
was for a considerable tiraie blind to r 

her; 
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her follies. She brought him one 
daughter, and, after the birth of that, 
became totally regardless of her hus- 
band, though they stiU continued 
togethcr. «^ . 

^^ He was soofe ordered to join his^ 
rcgiment, as war was on the eve of 
breaking out He kjft Cagliari, wliere 
he then was, and rep^red to Piedmont, 
where he was ordered to wait the com- 
inands of bis sovereign. To this place 
bis wife refused to accompany him. 
She had contracted atx intimacy with a 
young nobleman, nearly allied to the- 
King of Nai)les. This young man was, 
without exception, önc of the weakest 
and most dissoUite young meii of the 
age. His luxurious way of life exceed- 
ed alibeKef, and, as soon as the dif- 
ferent mistresses he kept ceased to 
please, they were dismissed and heard 
of no more. Yashti's mothev became 
LG Nix^^ 
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the avowed mistress of this weak prince. . 
Her intrigues surpassed his own, and 
she was one of those who were accused 
ofdrawing togethcr the young nobility, 
mHo had planiied a regulär System of 
populär commotionj in ordcr to place 
her keeper ön the throne of Naplcs. 

.* * They principally resided at this man- 

sion, wbich, at that periöd, was one of 

the most niagnificent palaces in Europa ; 

but, before the schenies of tlicse misled 

unhappy young men could be put in 

practice, the whole was discovered to 

the court ; proper measures were taken, 

to secure the different parties, and 

amongst them Vashti's inother. On 

her examination, sh^ pfodüced some- 

thing to implicate her husband, but of 

j^ vbat nature was never knoAvn ; though 

Jt was generally thought, that she to 

planiied to get him criminatedjpreviou» 

iicrSelf and the others being discovered. 

Somc? 
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Söme have assertcd, that the prince 
had assurcd her, If her hu.sl)and was 
dead, and he placcd upon the throne, 
if he could not rais^ her to it with hini, 
that she should be the first wonian at 
his court. — HoM'ever f utile these pro- 
niises wcre, yet'she M'as weak enoiigh 
to bclievc them, and entercd into thd 
dcsign with all the prcsuniption of 
success, whicli weak niinds are ever 
prone to indulge. 

** The plot was no sooner discovered, 
than proper measures were takcn to 
sccurc tiieni all. Tliey were seized at 
this palace, and the who-e was given 
up to be pillaged by the soldiers. It 
was left in ruins, and Vashti's niother 
was heard of no more. I ncA'ePÄqjild 
iearn the particulars of what her father ' 
M^as accused of ; but^ be it what it may, 
it was sufficient to gW him dismisscd 
fromtheking of SardiniaVsen'ice, and 4 
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declared incapable of ever holding any 
(jomniission under bis sovereign again. 
Ilis fainily disowned hrm; his friends 
dqimgN$liim ;^yet, wicked as his wHe 
fe^jl^^ he could not help lamenting 
Jc^ he had been denied the satisfaction 
of again seeing her. Loaded with dis- 
grace, bereft of friends and fortune, he 
gathered together what he could from 
the wreck of all, and, with his child 
and her nurse, came here to close his 
eycs. He assumed the dress of a pea- 
sant ; the nurse passed for his wiff, 
and Vasliti was reared as a peasant's 
child. Ife made a friend of the mau 
who had been placed« by government 
to take Charge of the; l&nd around the 
palace, and, amidst those ruins, he 
liveajL^e years, when Heaven,. in 
mercy, took him to itself. The little he 
had he left to the nurse for his child, 
and here she remained, tili death closed 
her Ufe also» 
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'^ Vashti was then sixteen: a son of 
the man who resided on the domain 
married her, and in this place they 
have coutinued ever since. He is one 
üf this Society, and, I think, a vety 
good man. These land^ have beeu 
glven by the crown of Naples to Car- 
dinal Gerini, and he has passed them 
to his nephew, the Prince of Bononi. 
You all know his character ; there- 
fore, I need not say any thing respect- 
ing it. 

*^ Tliere are many stories reported, 
of Strange things being seen on that 
part of the building which leads to the 
wood. Many of our Company have 
asserted that they have frcquently seen 
a lady pass through the wall ^|ly||^ ^^ 
this I am not certain myself! «Ii I . 
know of a report (which was much . 
talked of when I first came here), was, 
that Vashti s mother, when she first 

caxcÄ 
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Came to this place, caused a lovely 
young ^vornan to be made away witli 
in some nianner or other, as slie was 
jealous of her influence over the prince. 
In wliatever manner slie was disposed 
of, this mach is certain, that she was 
never heard of after Vashti's mother 
came here. Several times I have 
thought of writing to father Tlieodore 
about it; once in particnlar, when a 
gentleman came and made several cn- 
quiries of Joseph, Vashti's husband, 
Whether he ever heard of any young 
kdy being there, some years back, who 
was like a picture he shewed him : bat 
Joseph told him, That his fäther was 
deadv who was there at the sa,me time 
as the prince, and that, since he grew 
iip, llppd not heard any thing at all 
about any one, who formerly lived in 
the palace. I was from home when 
tliis gentleman called, and I cannot 
«ay but I was sorry I did not see hini,^>4^ 
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as that might have given me some eine 
to disGover what became of her. How-' 
everj sir, said he, turning to Edward, 
*' Suppose you, the captain, andmy-- 
sdf, when we hear the music again, 
endeavour to find out where the souiids 
proceed from, and try whether we can 
see the lady the nien have so often 
talkedabout." 

'^ I shöuld be happy indeed/' saidf^ 
tlie captain, ** to be assvired of what X 
have so often M^anted to know. Go,'*' 
said he, ** Antonio, and hear AvhQther 
tbe music is playing riow or not." 

*' Antonio went, but spon reiturntd, 
ScTV'ing all was silent Thcy therfj; aftcr 
'*some more trifling conversation, agrcccf- \ 
to take Fitzallan round to that sideof the ? 
dwellii'ig, bywhich father Gregory and 
Vashti's husband usually entcred The 
coinpafiy all rose, and the father, the 
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cäptain, Fitzallan, and Michael left 
them, and ascended a flight of marble 
rtairs, that opened into a long and 
splendid room, tlie ornameats.of which 
were falling in all directions, so that 
it was dangerous tastay for any tirae in 
it, lest the matiön of the feet should 
occasion the löosened friezes, or the 
tottering pilasters to fall. and crush 
them. They, therefore, hastened from 
it and-entered a court yard ; tllis they 
Grossed, aftd went iuto ^nother of 
greater extent, round the whole of 
which ran a colonnade of corinthian 
pi llars. The floor was of white marble^ 
intersticed with porphyry ; the archi^- 
trave curiously decorated with vine 
twigs and noyrtle entwined. In the 
middle of the court stood part of a 
pede3tal, which, upon examination^ 
proved to have been a fountain, round 
the base of which were, the remains of 
a large marble bason. From tlm |]rea 
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they entered a magnificent portico, 
whicli reached the whole length of thd 
south front of the palace, The archea 
were richly omamented in basso relievo, ^ 
the ilaoring simikr to that* of th^ 
colonnade. A flight of marble- step» - 
descended from the center of the por- 
tico to a park, that spoke at once the 
grandeur and the boldness of the de- 
sign. In its primeval beauty, it must 
have suipa^ed even many of the faf?y 
famed viHas of ancient Rome.. 

They traversed the grand surroDHid* 
ing scene, ever and anon casting back 
a look towards the pompous ruins. h\ 
one Spot they viewed a large :^flve 
choaked with weeds ; liere, mutilated 
statues, there, fountains that had long^ 
since forborn to play ; and tbea aigain^. 
the ruins of the costly fabric would" 
strike the eye, From this Fitzallau 
would turn and heave a sigh to tha 
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miitability of huinan greatness. '^ I 
caimot bear to see this ruirij" said he, 
turning to the captain ; *' it appals the 
senses and gives too striking a memcn- 
to of the frailty of human nature. 
Surely, father," said he, ** the man 
who can boast of a conscience void of 
remorse, must be much happier in a 
cöttage, than a prince'rn the pos- 
session of such an edifice as this was, 
Tillen in all its splendor, whp could 
ftof boast of being good aö well as great ; 
but this plainly proves that the wishes 
of man are never gratified, or his de- 
sires ever satiated." ^' True, son," 
said father Gregory; *^ and let the 
scerie before thee teach thee how little 
dependance is to be put on the goods 
of this World, and completely prove 
to thee ' what our blessed preceptor 
said : — '^ That rlches make themsclvcs 
wiiigs and flyaway." 



1 
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As tlie fathcr said this, tlicy were 
ascending a slopc that Icd to tlie riüns 
of a small banqueting room.. Thcy 
liad paused to admire the elegance and 
simplicity of the design, contrastcd . 
with the hold graudeur of the tottering 
palace, when the soft niusic that had 
auakened thcir curiosity in the gallerj% 
now seemed to float in air befoic them, 
and presently, a voice of more thaii 
niortal sweetness, chaiuite<l the follomjji^. 
ing lines : ^S^ 

■\Vhat is beauty but a flower, 
Fading at the evcniiig hour, 
Blooming gay in morning pridc, 
Closcd in death ere evcn tide ? 
AVlmt is riclies but a toy, 
Many have, bufnone enjoy ? 
Whaf is glory, what is fame ? ,# 

Nüthing but an empty name. .vC; 

Rank and power, can thcy save * ; 

•^he dying noble from the grave ? 
Health and comfort, can they giye, '•'■'^^ 
^» Or bid the titlcd sinner live ? ■ ■ 
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Ah ! wretched rtian !' confess thy state 
Is not more happy for being great. 
The slave, who has a cönscience free 
Prom guilt, is ftir more blest than thcc. 
Ilio* poor his lot — by virtue Icd, 
lle hceds not where he lays his head j 
The mossy couch, or-bed of stoncj 
Alike to him are — - — 

, Here the music ceased äbruptly^ 
but the melting strains seemed still to 
vijprate upon the ear, and hold the 
senses wrapt in heavenly extacy. They 
äppeared to ascend above their heads, 
until the dying meiody'was lost in 
gentle whispers. They all stood löst 
in wonder and amazement, eagerly 
looking upwards, as if to discover tlie 
angehe harmonist, but nought was 

^ visible. 

f- .. 

*^' '' These are no human sounds,*!; 
^xclaimed Fitzallan ; '* would taHea* 
ven the divine xnoralist had continüerf' 
'■'^ "SIS 
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its seraphic strains a Iktle longer ! The 
music far surpassed the touch of mor^ 
tals, and the moral that the voice con- 
Veyed spoke inore real truths than the 
niost elaborate productions of our 
learned divmes. Would to God it had 
continued ! I wished to hear more» 
Ah! when, celestial . visitant, wilt 
thou retum, and chaim us with thy 
song ?" 

While Fitzallan was uttering this,' 
the captain was still watching with 
eager eye the wide expanse of Heaveu» 
Father Gregory was praying most de-, 
voutly. Michael had dropped upon 
his knees, and, with all tJie-fervencj^. 
of a Saint, was ejaculating his pätqi^ 
noster. At last, turning to his mastfefj^ . 
he exclaimed, while his face glowed ^"'■*' 
with transport: — ** Now, by theHoly 
, Saint Patrick, and all the blessed saints, 
^i| ---^e have bee^Ü^ronght here to go to 

i^/ -ttiA^.' ^^^^\ ■•■■ ■ 
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Ilcaven, and Paradise, and all that. 
Ah ! little did I think tliat tlie Holy 
Ilcavcn and .the blessed saints were so 
ncar to Hell, or that, when we feil 
'among a den of thieves, we were at 
tlic gates of glon'. Oh ! I hope we 
sliall not be long in passing througli* 
Oh ! that the dcar larfy, Mrs. Owen, 
. ' md the swect honies, ^y^ere here with us, 
atid then we should all go togethcr. 
Ah ! Holy Saint Patrick ! how happy 
we should bei" 

^' We should, indeed, Michael," said 
Fitzallan, */ could thy wishes be re- 
alized ; but.that hope, at present,"'is, I 
fear, too far dis tan t. But, come with 
nie; we are going/' said he, obsemng . 
the captain and father Gregory moving 
r;* towards the banqueting room. With. 
reluctance he quitte4^ his^ posture, andi ^ 
followed his mästen They entered-'ir ^, 
saloon ; the puintings thofc still deöö^ / . 
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rated the ceiling Struck the eye with 
amazement. In the center, was pour- 
trayed, in the most exquisite stile, the 
decision of Paris — in the compartments 
round, the travels of Ulysses. The 
music gallery was destroyed, and but 
little remained of the grand banquet- 
ing room. 

^^ I have been thinking,'' said the* 
captain, who had not as yet spoke, 
*^ what would have been the efFect of 
the music we just now heard, on a 
■ voluptuous and profligate Company^ 
such as those who last assembled in this 
room, in all the pride of greatness/' 

* 1 have had the sariie thought," answer- 
ed father Gregory ; *^ but I fear the con- 
fclusion I have drawn would not niuch ^ 
redound to their cijsdit ; as the miftd 
sunk in luxüry and dissipation is ever 
dead to thedM of the beart, 
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SO tlie sound of such strains as thosc 
we have heard, instead of aftecting 
them with an idea of a superior order 
of beings, the ministeriiig angels of 
a God, superior in wiadom aud. great-. 
ness, would only be execrated for da- 
ring to disturb their boisterous revcls. 
Such are men, when sin and folly get 
the dominion, and women are still more 
vicious. 

*^ I have heard, that Claudina, 
which was the name of Vashti's niother, 
confined a lovely and charming girl 
somewhere in this place^^or near it. 
She had been procured for the pleasure 
of the prince ; but Claudina, dreading 
the effect of her charms, had her pri- 
vately secreted before he saw her, and 
many people have asserted that she was 
|)oisoned; but, as there wer? various 
reports circulated of those she had de- 
stro^ed, and otherOTM^Iiad confined, 
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I paid biit veiy little attention to it, 
tili about six months sincc, when I 
was rcturning with Joseph, one even- 
ing, about sun-set, from visiting a poor 
womau M'ho Mas dying. I thoiiglrf, 
as U'C crossed tlic park, I saw the figure 
of a woman just betöre me. I looked 
carnestly at it, and saw it entcr ashort 
walk tliat led to tbe great lakc, and,« 
about the middle of it, stop, take a 
handkcrchief out of her bosom, artd ^ 
bind it over her eycs. I bcckoned J 
Joseph to look that way, at the sanie ^ 
time asking him Whcther he kncw 
who it was? * Indced, I do not,' said 
lie, "' but probably it is some foreigner 
oome to view the ruins ; for, you sce, '■•' 
her dress is not like the Italian.* 
*True,' Said I ; * but how could' shc 
get hcre, without sonie guide or at- 
tendantö? Her dress is not niean ; »fio 
is oF no common rank.' ^Ah, mj^> . 
Qod !' Said he, loöking earnestlyather * 



r 
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again, ' that is the very lady I liave 
Seen twice before, and she always goes 
into the lake.' ^ Into the lake !' said 
I ; ' what dost thou mean, Joseph ?' 
* You will seepresently,' said he, ' and 
hear too ;* and he kept his eye füll upon 
the lady, whom I also gazed at atten- 
1^* , lively, We advanced towards her. * I 
^^^' must go up to her,' said I, ^ and I will 
i;^ ^ask her what occasions her standing in 
**:^ th^t Strange posture ;' for, she appeared 
%^'-. to be pausing on the brink of the water, 
^■" with her hands clasped in each other, 
and the bandage over her eyes. * It 
certainly,'said I, * is somepoor being, 
-/ disordered in her brain ; she will plunge 
in, before I can come up with her, I 
fear.' * Aye, that she will,' said Jo- 
seph, ^ I'U be bound for it ; for, I went 
to catch her, and she flounced stra^ht 
into the water ; so, don't go any neai'er 
to her ; for, how she got out, I can'fc 
thiok.; I'm sure we scarched ' lotig. 



^^ 
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enough for her, and could not find her, 
and she screeched dreadfully, as she 
juniped in ; and I am sure she did not 
rise again ; for, Leon and myself both 
plunged after her, in hopes to pull her 
up — ^but we could not find her ; and 
we watched her rising the ninth day ; 
but her body never floated, and so we 
told of it ; but we got laughed at by 
cur companions, and we said no more, 
especially as it hurted poor Vashti; 
But though I said nothing about i% I 
saw her do the same thing again sincä 
IIoAvever, I thought it best to be silent» 
and, from that time, I have avolded 
this part of the park.' 

*'A11 this did not hinder me frora 
advancing towards the spot, and I was 
got within twenty feet of her, whcn a 
violent shriek assailed my ears, and I 
fsaw her plunge. t rap ihstantly to tlic 
spot, as near as my eye caul4 guess ; -^ 
*M3 ■ \s^ 
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but not the least rüffle appeared on the 
water ; it Mas as sniopth as glass, and 
the weeds were in the same erect pos- 
ture as those that grew every where 
around. * Now,' said Joseph, ^ did I 
not teil you that she would throw her- 
seif in, as soon as she had done pray- 
ing ? Lord have mercy upon us ! this 
surely is the ghost of one of those fine 
ladies, th.at used to be up at the palace 
with the prince ; but, why she should 
djrown herseif, Go;i only knows. ' 

** I tunaed from the spot, but had 
uot gone far before I lieard niusic 
somethingsimilar to that we heard just 
now ; but it lasted not above two mi- 
iiutes. My mind has frequently dwelt 
npon the circumstance, but I havc 
n^ver had an opportunity tosatisfy my • 
d'aubts. 1 have frequently wandercd 
down that walk, in hopes öf again 
seeing it, but nrwer hayip." 

... ■ * • t^v-- 
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'' Aye," Said Joseph, who liad joined 
them in the park, biit had not as yet 
spoke, ** but you may stand a chance 
of seeing her, now the music is come 
agaiu ; for, she never appears without 
h; and, when Leon and 1 heard it first, 
M^e thought it was that in the palace, 
and so did not niind it, for we don't 
trouble ourselves about that." 

*^ That isi. the music,'* said the cap- 
tain, turning to Fitzallan, ** which you 
heard last evening, and which I havc 
so anxiously sought to find out How- 
ever, we will try again ; for, there is 
ceitainly something more than ordv- 
nary meant by its Coming so frequenfe 
Did 'tlie lady always appear at the same 
hour?" said he, turning to Joseph." 
^ öftres," he answered, " each time I 
have seen it was at sunset, the samc 
time as the father saw it, and I reaJly 
' tliink, if you would corae down bere 
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to-morrow evening, or any evening 
before the vintage is gathered in, you 
will see it ; for, I have heard our 
friends say, they don't hear the sounds 
quite so often isometimes, as they do at 
others ; though it has been heard all 
times of the year for the matter ofthat« 
But,'* continued Joseph, '* whatever 
discoveries you may make, don't let 
Vashti be informed of it, as it makes 
her uneasy, and, she, poor thing, can't 
help the faults of her mother/' 

** You say true," replied * father 
ßregory ;" — a good heart will ever 
reason so. '* * ^ We will most certainly>* 
Said the captain, *^ keep the secret, but 
we must have your attehdance ia our 
searchy as you know the diflferent ave* 
nues to the palac^ and can beHer 
guide US than any other person.*' 
"Oh my God ! your honor/' said 
Michael, who had not spoke one word , 
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since he rose from his knees, ^' wherp 
do you tnean to gp to ? Ah ! do not, 1 
beseech you, seek after dead folks. 
I'm sure the live ones here have fright- 
ened me enoiigh ; and, though I take 
them all to be very good sort of people, 
yet I think you had better let thcse 
happy gentle-folks live as they do ; for, 
I'm sure they must be happy, or they 
would not play aud sing so, like 
angels." 

** We shall disturb no one," said 
Fitzallan;" make thyself easy, Michael; 
whatever we may do, it will most 
certainly be productive of goöd.T 
Michael crossed himself and bowed, 
saying : *^ The holy Mary preserve 
your houors !" 

^* They then descended, and pro-' 
ceeded towards the mansion. As they 
passed on, they agreed to ^tch the 
M 5 . vv^^^ 
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Tiext cvening, and in the mcan time, 
if the captain was not called another 
way by any unforeseen event, they 
agreed to traverse the wljole of that 
side of the building that lay contigu- 
ous to the the long passage ; bat it was 
thought too late to do any thing that 
day, as they had the gardens to view 
after they had dined. This settled, 
they returned by the same grand en- 
trance to the portico, as they had de- 
ßccnded from, 

^ • As soon fts they were in the room 

• V •■ they used to eat in, they were informed 

that the men who took the lady ta 
Naples were returned. They were 
l^ased to find that she had been deli- 
vei'öll in safety to her friends, by two 
:;:of the members who were at Naples ta 
reöeive her ; that her mother and bro- 
tßer were so happy at again sceing her, 

* und to fiad ishc had mct with sucli 






ÖORRORS 0,F VENTOJLIfiNE. 251 

liumane treatment, that they made a 
very valuable present to the two gen«' 
tlemen, who delivered her to thenif 
wliich they insisted upon their receiv- 
ing, and earnestiy intreated they might 
be permitted to rank thera in the num- 
ber of their friends. They brought an 
acconnt likevvis^c of the trial of St. Pric 
and Miss Owen ; the fonner had been 
condemned to die upon the wheel, the 
latter to be placed in the Order of Pe-- 
hitents, there to spend the remainder 
of a life, which had been a continual 
curse to all she had been in the leas^t 
connected witW, The order she was 
consigned to \vas of the severest kind, 
and punished with the greatest rigor 
those unhappy wj^etches, whose crimes 
had occasioned them to be immured 
.by the State within its wallsu 

The rest of the day was speiit in 
viewing the. gardens, which, though 
M-6 /^^ 
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Ihe ravages time had made had nearly 
obliterated tlie whole of their former 
beauties, still retained enough to speak 
its original grandeun Tlie evening 
was passed by Fitzallan, in Company 
with tlie captain, father Gregory, 
Joseph, and six others. The rest were 
out, in separate parties, and would not 
come home tili the latter part of the 
liext day, or probably the day after. 

When they retired to their rooms, 
the captain accompanied Pltzallan, 
saying, '* It was his turn to sleep on 
that side of the house. They went to- 
gether to Edward's apartment, wheu 
the captain said : — -^^ 1 woul4 wish you 
to reniind Michael of the nature of his 
oath, as some4lttle circumstances raight 
be taken notice of by the Community^ 
which would induce them to dctaiu 
hiiii after ^ou are gone, as many of 
tl}«aainre teuacious of the käst sen- 
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tence, that might lead in any shape to 
imagine he would betray tliem by an 
indiscreet word, You must, thereforc, 
explain every thing to him in a more 
explicit manner than I iiave already 
done." Fitzallan promised, and thje 
captain bidding him good night, said 
''He should be with him early, that 
they might begin their search immedi- 
ately after breakfast." 

As soon as he was gone, Edward ex- 
plained to Michael the nature of the 
oath he had taken, the sort of peoplfe 
he was among, and the danger he ran 
of being detained there after him, if 
he was not in every word he said, ex- 
tremely cirdumspect ; he, therefore, 
desired, and command^d» him, that 
>rhateyer he might see, or hear^ wheu 
with him, not to take the least notice, ' 
lest they should insist on his remaimng 
there. Michael promised the most 
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impiißit efcfiervance, and they went to 
rest.# ^>. 

The n5xt morniiig, as soon as break- 
fast was over, they began their search 
ovcr that side of the ruins which led 
immcdiately to the vaulted passage. 
The whole of the upper part of the 
biiilding was in ruins,*the roof having 
been demolished at the time of its 
being destroyed by the soldiers. Fiud- 
ing it impossible to gather, from these 
dismembered apartments, what they 
fiad consisted of, they thought it best 
to descend to the passage underaeath, 
which was the only subtenanean one 
they had discovered ; but, in spife of 
all their researches, they found St im- 
possible to get at the entrance to sonie 
Tooms, that still existed directly ovei" 
where they stood. They went back to 
the ruins; various were the nieansthey 
tricd to remove the remains of some 
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iiiarble columns, that seem«€^(Ä,Jiavc 
been huddlcd togethet^in p^e^^^^ 
xnass, to make room TO^^iMlicr ^ate- 
rrals. 



'' I think," Said Joseph, '' I havt 
hcard niy father say, This was tbe side of 
the palace, whcre the prince used to 
keep bis ladies, and there was a niusic 
room, ^nd a great number of bcd rooms, 
but only one State apartment. No^'t 
if we could remove some of these pÜ- 
lars, 'tis tcn to one but m'C miglit be 
able to see the lower rooms, and there 
it is, I'm sure, the music comes from ; 
suppose we all try M^ith a haudspike or 
two. " *• That's well thought of, " said 
the captain; prithee, go and get some: 
I must own my curiosity i.^ excited,. 
and whatever labour it may cost, ti 
don't mind, so I have it gratified." 

Father Gregory wai^ of the same 
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op'mioii ; Joseph and Michael went and 
returned presently, with a lever and 
two handspikes. Tliey set to work 
immediately, but had toiled near half 
au hour, without benefiting in the 
least ; for, as fast as they raised one 
end, the other would fall down, when 
the music began its heavenly strains, 
but uo voice accompanied it. '^ It 
conies from this part of the rooiu, " said 
Fitzallan; ^'the sounds are more dis- 
tiuct here, than where you now stand. 
There certainly must be a room under- 
neath, but, beingblocked up in such a 
mannen with this rubbish, we cannot 
3ee where the door was." They then 
l. . placed the lever under a. block of mar- 
3, ble that had fallen fr<)m the side, and 
lifted it with ease. They then put it 
stween two columns, and, raising the 
Mfiiole by a sudden jerk of the hand- 
sjiike, it feil with xjuilence, and precx- 

- pitated 
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pitatecl thetn^ ruins and all, into a room 
below ! 

The violence of the crash, and the 
dread of asking who was hurtv^kept all 
silent. At last, Michael, who.had ia 
Ins fall got astride a marble sphinx, 
began to roar most horribly for his 
inaster, whom he did not see, as the 
dust that arose from the fall of the 
rubbish, hid him from his sight 
'' Thank God !" said Fitzallan, * ' thou 
art not killed, nor yet much hurt, I 
hope." Oh Lord! no, ypur^Jl^or ; . 
only my head is broke a blt^i^tgr that^ * 
cursed great bunch of fiowers Talling 
so devilish ijear." This exclamation '"^ 
of Michael's set them all in a roar, and 
convinced each tha£ neither was . 
harmed. '* Well ! God.be praised l'^ 
^id father Gregory, *'t^at we are not^* 
burt, at least not materially." 
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• Tbcy all answered they were safe^ 
but poor Michael ; clasping bofh liands 
round the neck of the sphinx, he cried : 
*' For the Holy Mary 's sake! take me 
away from this dead horse ; I'm sure 
some evil spirit that has a spite against 
n\e, put me upon it. Oh ! and by Holy 
St. Patrick ! 'tis a woman too, as well 
as a horse^ Oh Lord ! oh Lord ! we arc 
got into hell again l:** , 

Assoon asthey could stop laughing, 
they tried toget the poor fellow, whom 
they found it difficult to disengagc 
from his Situation, as he was literally 
enveloped in great bundies of sculp- 
tured flowcra. However, they at length 
sücceeded in getting him frorh his 
äwkward Situation. They examined 
his head, atid fortunately found it 
Dotniuchhurt.When they beganto look 
about them, they endeavoured to find 
mit what place they were in ; and, from 
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"what thcy could judge from appcar- 
ances, tliey concluded it must have 
bcen the music room spoke of by 
Joseph's father. They tlien searchcd 
för the other rooms he mentioned; 
and, aftcr a deal of labour, discovered 
a door, Arhich they open'ed, and found 
it led to the bed Chambers. They en- 
tered se\'eral rooms ; some of theni had 
fiirniture, others not. 

They had been examining these för.. 
near an hoiir, and were about to rctujt!,^''' 
>vhen they heard the footsteps öT' ä 
Aroman. '^Therenow," sdd Josejph^ 
** as I am alive, if here isn't Vashti 
Coming, She has heard the fine rousc 
we made, and is come to see what is the 
matter. But how she could get down, 
or how Ave are to get np to go back 
Ägain, God only knows; for, the whole 
jof the cciling feil in with us." 
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As he Said this, the door opened^ 
and a young lady, about twenty years 
of age, entered, She appeared in a 
night dress, tied loosely round the 
waist with a blue sash. Her face was 
beautiful, though strongly impressed 
with sorrow. She nÄide to the other 
side of the room, opened a door, and 
passed into the next. They followed-r- 
She paused about the middle of it— - 
turned round, and fixed her eye sted- 
. fastly lipon Joseph, with a look of 
niingled anguish and despair-r^then 
waved her hand — pointed towards a 
pjirticular part of the wall — and va- 
hished in an instant! '* What cau 
this mean?" said Fitzallaii. *^ Is therc 
^ jny lady, Joseph, you know of, that is 
üke this we have seen ? Tis evident 
she addressed herseif to you. " Joseph 
said, *' No, I know no one that bears 

. * the least resemblance to her ; though 
* Vashti has got a picture like her, and 

>^ ' ll\we T., 
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I have heard her say it was her mo- ' 
ther's : siirely this can't be her appa- 
rition ? If so, there is more apparitions 
than one ; for, that is not the lady who 
goes into the lake ; it is not a bit like 
her/' ** No," said father Gregory, 
*^ this is much taller, and, if I recollect 
right, it is, as you say, like Vashti's 
mother. What can bring the wretched •. 
woman upon this earth again ?" 

Whilst they were talking, they heard . ' 
the soft music again. Itdrcw.nearer 
and nearer, tili, at last, it seeine^.to be 
in the room with them. They lu^Md 
with the niost profound silencfe;; It 
ceased. Again they heard someone . 
approaching. They turned, ^nd sa^ 
a lady, whom father Gregory instantty 
recognized as the vision he saw in tUe 
park. She seemed to swim round ^th6 . 
room, ratlierthan walk^ and, when sIliiK* 
came opposite the wall, she pointed tdi^ 

SJsÄ 
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.the same part as tlie former had done, 
and thcn glided swiftlv to the outcr 
room again. Her dress was very dif - 
ftrent from thiit worn by the first, and 
her face far surpassed the others in 
beauty, though they seemed near of an 
age. The niusi'c again sounded, but 
not long. 

^' This is accounted for now," said 
father Gregory ; '^ there is certainly 

. some mystery couched under these ap- 
pearances, and it must be our business 
to find it out If it is agreeable, we 
will conie here again to-morrow, at 
this tinie, and tlien determine tospeak 
to them both ; but }ve must try to find 
out what that part of the wall means, 
^Hlich, you niay be certain, contains 

; jsoui^tliing necqss^ry for us to be madc 
iicquainted with, or they would not 

: bplhpQint to it/'^' 

They 
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They then searched, the wall, to see^ . 
if it was liollow, but they found it was <. 
not, as far as they coukl soiind. They 
cxamined the floor ; uothing was there. 
They looked over every part of the 
room, but nothing eoiild bc found. 
They then concluded that it was best 
to depart, and watch tlie next day for 
tlieir Coming. They therefore prepared 
to leave it ; but, when they came back 
to the music room, they were surprisetl, 
to find that it was impossible to^i-;; 
out, wthout some kind of ladder, as 
the whole of the ceihng had fallen in 
togetlier, and left the walls perfectiy ^s 
bare on all sides. How to ascend they-, 
knew not, and to get assistänce va*Si[ 
impossible, as all that were in tue secijft ^ 
of visiting that part of the palace were 
there together, and to make any one ^ 
hear was impracticable. 

" Oh Lord!" said Michael, ^Svhat 
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will your honors do now ? we must, 
sure enougli, stay here, and see them 
ladies again. Oh ! that I was in dear 
Derry again ! I would never be after 
a seeking for dead folks. Holy Mary l 
what stränge things have I- not seen, 
since I set my foots ih this here conti- 
try ! Ah ! the cursed great flower 
pot ! and that abominable great woman 
horse ! Ah ! by my soul, söid St. Pa- 
trick, there is not such kickshaws iti 
^my dear country, to frighten people out 
of their wits, I am 'sure I will never 
be after Coming here again, to get hold 
of such hubbery bubberies. Why, it 
is enough tQ frighten all the blessed 
saints in the calendar, muchmore such 
Ä poor honey as ine. " 

Whilst Michael was making this 

oration, Joseph and Fitzallan were busy 

in trying to find the handspikes^ or 

' the lever ; but they laboured in vain. 
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it being too deeply buried m the riiins. 
They next trred to get some of the 
pieces of marble togethcr, and pile them 
one upon the other, in order to make 
a kind of steps ; but they ^vere so un- 
skilful in thiS sortof wörk, tbat, before 
they could put up a third stohe, that ' 
which was placed as the base gave way, 
and down came their masonry. 

*^ What, in the name of God ! shall 
we do?" Said Fitzallan; ^* the wall is 
so cursedly high, and those confound- 
cd pieccs so devilishly big, tlftSt.it if 
nnpossible to lift thein ; and tliä'| poor 
simple fellow will be niad if Jilft^ayS; 
liere.V • ** Aj^, marry, your höööfi^i;^ 
and so I sliould for the matter of tliat,*^ 
and so, please you, we must try to get 
out: not but that I likethe nnisic, 
and all that; but I don't much like 
ladies that don't speak, and pretty on f 
too, such as those sccm to be that - ''^ 
Vol. L N • ^ ^ 
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saw anon. Now, if tliat devilish queer 
horse could be made to come over 
here, I think we could get something 
lipon his back, that would stund firm." 

*^ What ! you want to get astride it 
again, doyoii?" said Joseph; ^^you 
Avere so well pleased m ith your other 
journey, that you would willingly 
niount again. " ^ ' Ah ! the Devil mount 
it," said Michael; *' I'm sure I will 
never get on his back again : bat you 
know we must do something to get 
out from here. Oh ! I wish all the 
ßpirits had been in Lough Neagh, be- 
fore his honor had thought of running 
after music of this sort, when we niight 
'*6ave heard it outside that wall, as well 
as knocking down the house to get at 
it." 

Whilst Joseph and Michael were 
talking, father Gregory, the captain, 
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and Fitzallan, had fortunately faised a 
part of tlie Cölurnn that lay over th« 
Imndspikaa, md got one out. They 
then endeavoured to find, with this, 
the way into the passage below, but ia_ 
vain, They then agrecd to turn back 
to the bed-rooms, and try to get a pas-* 
sage that way into the other wing of 
the house, naturally conduding there 
xnust havebeen söffVe land of commu- 
nication with the other wing of the 
building. They turned back, though 
niuch against Michael's will, and en* 
tered again the deserted Chambers, 
not one of which could they discc^i^cr 
ever to have had the least openiiig on 
that side. They therefore concliided, 
that the entrance must have becn on 
that side they come in at, They were 
of course constrained to go l^acjj: • 
again, and once more attempt to leave 
it by the way they canie, to adöpt Mi- 
chael's scheme of placing something 
i5 % ^^ . TöS^^ 



TUE HAUNTED PALACE, Ott 

lipon tlie sphinx's back, and, by that 
niclms, clinib up. This they immedi- 
ately set about doing, and, in about 
half an hour, had so far accomplished 
their design, as to bring the sphinx 
olose to the wall. 

^ -After a good deal of deliberation, it 
was asrreed, that one of theni should 
get lipon the ^hiüti,« and then another 
get upon his Shoulders, and endeavour 
to jump from tlience to the flopr above. 
Michael Said, If Joseph wouldjunip, 
he wbuld stand upon the horse, as he 
called it, and support .him ; but Fitz- 
allan said Ile thought, as he was the 
lightest, he had best jump. Michael 
did not much relish that, for fear his 
master should miss the leap, and fall 
back again, and lie thought it niuch 
bctter for Joseph to get a fall than his 
iuaster, Fitzallan, however, persisted 

in 
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in it ; iip he mounted, and in an In- 
stant, liis feet touched the floor above. 

'^ TU soon get you all out," said lie^ 
^^ if I can find the way to the park, 
to get a ladder." *' That you will 
find/' said Joseph, *' in the first court' 
you entered, close to the one we passed- 
Keep to the right of the ruins." 

Away ran Fitzallan to get it ; but, 
in bis hurry to return, instead of turn- 
ing to the left, he turned to the right, 
and did not discover his mistake, tili 
he found himself opposite to the por- 
tico. He hastened back, and, soon 
gaining the Upper part of the tottering^ 
fabrick, let down Ih'e ladder, and got 
them all up in safety. Micliael crossed 
himself; father Gregory thankol-God, 
and the rest laughed, to think what a 
queer hobble they had been in, and 
what a pretty picce of worfc it wöuld 

Ä^'^ ■ "■ » \'^- ■ 
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have been, if they could not havc got 
out 

As soon as thcy had coUected their 
thoughts sufficieutly to look about 
theni, they were assured that the room 
they had been in was the music room, 
and, going round to examine that part 
which joined the bed rooms, they 
thought they saw two walls, which ran 
parallel with them. What two walls 
could do there, they could not imagine^ 
but were determined to find out. The 
captain, by the help of the ladder^ 
gained the top, and, looking down> 
found it to be walls about three feet 
asunder, closed in on every side, ap- 
parently about fifteen feet long, but 
no visible entrance to it. 

They were lost in conjecturing what 
it could be built for, when Joseph said 
__u perhap's that is the very wall the 
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lady pointed to, and I am determined 
to go there and make a hole in it, ex- 
actly where she pointed, and that will, * 
in all probability, enable us to discover 
wh at she meant. But the others though t 
it best not to stay any longer then, lest 
Vashti should be alarnicd at their ab- 
sence. Tliey thereforc returned, and,*" 
as soon as she saw theni, she said, She 
was very gladthey were come, as there 
had been a gentleman there, to cnquirc 
Whethcr any person was hurt at thff 
falling of the rooms on the south sidte 
of the palaee. She said She had hearcf 
a great noise, as she went round to 
seek a stray föwl, that had gone that 
way, and thought she heard severaf 
voices, but did not know where it csäft^ * 
from, and the gentlemanv being a 
straiiger, she did not ask him to se© * . 
any part of the house, as she expectoi ■ ' 
them to return every minute. " Bufr ^^' 
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he lias. been gone now," said shr,- 
^^ thcsc two hours." 



Tliey concluded he must havepassed 
when the floor feil in. The captaiir 
said Ile had not seen any one — but 
there was iiobody hurt. Who this^* 
gentleman could be they could not 
iinagine, or how he got into "^the park, 
^ Joseph heilig witli them. They thought: 
it best to send round the difterent 
>\^lks, to see if he was still there ; büt 
the man retmned in about an liour, 
saying, There was no sign of a person 
any where. They therefore concluded 
he had seen as much as he chose, and^ 
wäs^one. 

Dinner was immediately got fop 
theni, and, as soon as it was over, they 
seemed all inclined to goto the lake 
again ; but a violent storm of thunder 
mid Jightning coniing on, they were 
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prevented. The lightning^ was ex- 
tremely vivicl, *and the thundenseemed 
to sliake the remains of the building to 
its foundation. They .were afraid to 
contmue in it, and one and all got up 
to go into the park. They reached the 
saloon and erossed it ; but had not 
passed the whole of the colonnade, be- 
for^ one wingof the palace appeared in 
a blaze. The lightning, as they thought, 
had Struck it, and it burnt with vio- 
lence; but a most violent storm of 
rain Coming on, deadened the flames, 
and, in a short time, it af^eared extin- 
guisbed. Yet the storm abated not ; 
it returncd after the rain, with ten-fold 
violence ; peal succeeded peal, and 
lightning glared around them* in all . 
directions. Even the heart öf Fitzallan 
sunk^within him. 

'^ Almighty being !" said father Gre- 
gory, Hiling up his hands to Heaven;' 
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** slay US not in tliy Wräth, but in thjf 
putiislimetitg mnember mercyi " 

The wbole group, consistingof seven- 
teen persona^ as they had been coUected 
through fear from all pants of the build? 
ing, Sjurrounded the fatbefi and ear» 
nestly intreated bim to ptay for theni,; 
that they might not perish in their 
crimes. ^^ I know not what," said he^ 
** to do for you, my friend.s; I am a 
sinner as well as you, Uut you must, 
all of you*, join me in prayer. Suppose 
we venture to the pavilion on the left, 
there will not be so mucli danger there^ 
*iis the building being small, we shall 
not be so liable to be buried mJtS' 
ruins, ^Ähould it be Struck by . Irght* 
Bing." • 

They all hastened towards it, but had 
not entered it above a minute, before 
t]}ey perceived the palace agaiii blaz* 
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ing, and with such fury, as seemed to 
threaten its total dissolution ; and yet, 
they thought that the flames came' 
only froni the wiug which they had 
been, that day exploring. '' Now," 
$aid the father, '* all hopes are fled ; 
we can do neither the dead, norliving, 
any Service by our researches ; it Avill 
all be buried in one gencral ruln." This 
Observation was understood but by 
part of the Company, when the father 
forgetting hiniself, resumed : Ah ! wliat ' 
a providential escape we have had ! 11* - 
we had not left those ruins when we 
did, we should all have perished toge- 
tlier. It is evident that is the vcry 
part now burning — Still it seenis as it* 
it did not proceed altogether from that 
which has been so long unroofed, but 
to the^outli-west of it, M^hich, though ^ 
joined to it, yet the flames did- not 
actually blaze from it. ** Göd ofJjfiW . 
^cies, what can.it mean ?" 
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- '' Another clap of tliunder burst 
over tliem ; the lightning rolled in teil 
thousand fantastic shapes, along tlic 
enamelied green, and appeared burning 
up thc verdure, and transfixing every 

^ living .animal that canie within thc 
reacb of its malevoleiicc. The lakc 
appcai'ed one shcet of roUing fire, and, 
as they vicwed it from the pavilioq, 
• they thought it emitted Froin aniidst 
the sulphurcous flames sever^l hidcous 
phantoms, wliose dieadful howlings 

' sounded oii the ear, and Struck each 
trfcmbling hearer witk niorc than nior- 
tal horror. Tlie frightful ficnds quit- 
' ted the lake, and approached towardji 
thc paviUon, when, overcome bv thcir 
fcar«i, the whole asseinbly sunk npou 
theh knees, earnestly iuiploring thc 
protection of Ileaven." 

END Of THE FlUST VOLIMK. 
'C^tower, Printer, > 
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